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MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1959 
U.S. SENATE, 


SUBCOMMITTEE ON Pustic Lanps oF THE 
CoMMITTIEE ON INTERIOR AND INsULAR AFFAIRS, 
Corpus Christi, Tex. 

The hearing convened Monday, December 14, 1959, in Exposition 
Hall, city of Corpus Christi, Nueces County, Tex., Senator Frank E. 
Moss, Utah, presiding. 

Present: Senator Ralph Yarborough and Congressman John Young 
of Texas. 

Also present: Richard Callaghan, staff director, Committee on In- 
terior and Insular Affairs. 

Senator Moss. Ladies and gentlemen, may I have your attention. 
We will begin the hearing here this morning on Senate bill 4. M 
name is Frank E. Moss. I am the Senator from the State of Uta 
and acting as chairman of the Public Lands Subcommittee of the 
Interior and Insular Affairs Committee of the U.S. Senate. I was 
sent here to preside at this hearing which we expect to last through 
today and possibly into tomorrow. 

I certainly have been welcomed royally here in Texas. We had the 
pleasure this morning of flying over Padre Island from end to end 
with the U.S. Navy, and I have a better idea now of what the island 
looks like and what we will be talking about during the hearing today. 

I am pleased that your Senator from this State, Ralph Yarborough, 
is present and will be here during the hearing and I am going to ask 
Senator Yarborough to join me up at the table and to sit on the com- 
mittee during the time that we are holding the hearings. He will 
make a statement, of course, and be one of the witnesses but I would 
like for him to also sit with me. 

We also have your Congressman from this district, John Young, 
who will be present during the hearings. John, I would like to have 
you come join us. 

The Congressman from Kilgore, for the 15th District, cannot be 
with us, and Senator Lyndon Johnson has sent word that he cannot 
be with us because of other commitments. We will have statements 
from those men during the course of the hearing. 

As lam sure you all know, there have been discussions for some time 
about a shoreline park and we have been having a number of hearings 
in various areas. A week ago today I was sitting in Maine on a 
hearing that happened to be on water resources. I traveled from 
there down to Cape Cod in Massachusetts, where on Wednesday and 
Thursday of last week we held hearings on a proposed Cape Cod 
seashore park. From there down to the southern part of Texas which 
is quite a long trip and quite a change in climate, I want to say that I 
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have seen no shoreline or beach that is more beautiful and more in- 
spiring that that long strip of Padre Island running down your coast. 

Before we call any of the witnesses, I would like to ask Senator 
Yarborough and Congressman Young if they care to say a word at 
the beginning of this hearing. 

Senator Yarsoroucu. On behalf of the people of Texas I want to 
welcome this Senate committee. If you think there aren’t many 
Senators here presiding, fellow Texans, if you were in Washington 
at the hearing, you would see about as many at a meeting as you see 
here, because the work is so arduous. Twenty thousand bills were in- 
troduced at the 85th Congress of which 5,000 passed. In the division 
of the work very often one Senator holds the hearing, but all of the 
testimony that you give here will be printed and placed on the desk 
of every Senator in the Senate and will be available, indexed by sub- 
ject matter and indexed by the names of the witnesses, so it is easily 
available and is used in the debates. When you are giving your testi- 
mony before Senator Moss, you are giving that testimony to the whole 
Senate. It is made available to every single one before any of these 
bills will ever be considered. 

We are grateful, Senator Moss, to you for coming here because 
on this important subcommittee on national parks and monuments 
there are many requests over the United States for hearings in the 
area where the people can present the facts. I feel that Senator Moss 
came here as a result of the joint request made to him to come by the 
distinguished majority leader from Texas, my senior colleague, Sen- 
ator Johnson, by your own Congressman, John Young, and by Con- 
gressman Joe Kilgore and by me. The four of us signed that joint 
request headed by the majority leader and as a result of that request 
that they come hold a hearing in Texas, Senator Moss has come here. 
We expected him earlier but those people in Massachusetts were after 
a Cape Cod seashore beach area, and their hearings were extended. I 
think we are fortunate here in having as a chairman a man who knows 
what national parks are. Utah has several of them and many na- 
tional monuments; considered per square mile there is no State in the 
Union with more national parks and national monuments than Utah 
with the great and natural beauty of that State. I have had the 
privilege of knowing Senator Moss since we stood side by side in 
rank in World War II where we went to the Army together and it is 
a great privilege to welcome him here, with his great ability and un- 
selfish service to the State of Utah. Their young people, between the 
ages of 18 and 21, have 64 out of every 100 in college, which is the 
highest college attendance of any State in the American Union. We 
are proud of Utah and their great record in pointing the way for other 
American States in educating the youth of that State. 

To Senator Moss on behalf of all the people we express our grati- 
tude. We are glad that you brought with you Mr. Callaghan. Mr. 
Callaghan, who is on Senator Moss’ right, is the staff director of the 
committee. Something that Senator Moss may not tell you through 
modesty, but from my observations and hearings in Washington when 
a Senator goes out he doesn’t take the staff director and counsel of 
the whole committee out from Washington to a hearing and you don’t 
have the National Park Director here also unless they think this 
project is one of the most important, if not the most important, in the 
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United States and they have shown by their presence here what they 
think about it. 

Now I hope to make a little statement later on the merits of this 
controversy but I just wanted to say, Senator, how proud we Texans 
are that you are here and that this staff that you have brought with 
you are here. We recognize that you have shown your recognition 
of the great importance of this project. 

Senator Moss. Thank you very much, Senator Yarborough. 

I have followed the career of Senator Yarborough since the time 
that we met in the service in World War II. He is one of the great 
young upcoming Senators in the U.S. Senate and recognized already 
for his great capacity in leadership there and it is a pleasure for me 
to be down here in Texas and in his home State with him. 

I am also very pleased to have your Congressman from this district, 
John Young, with whom I have not been acquainted too long, but to 
whom I feel very close already from the associations that I’ve had 
with him. We would like to have a word from you now, John. 

Congressman Youne. Thank you, Senator Moss. I would like to, 
very much, address a brief word of welcome to you and Mrs. Moss and 
members of your staff for taking this valuable time out of your pre- 
Christmas time to come here and give us 2 days of hearings on this 
most important project. I would likewise like to welcome here, too, 
to the 14th Congressional District all the distinguished visitors from 
the Federal Government, Mr. Wirth and his staff and our visitors from 
the South and all over Texas and many parts of the United States and 
I would likewise like to especially welcome the distinguished members 
of the Texas Legislature and other State officials who are here in 
connection with this project. Thank you very much, Senator. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, John. Before we begin with the state- 
ments, I will point out our method of procedure. We will ask the 
witnesses, as they give their statements, to come to the end of the table 
here where the microphone sits on the floor, to speak into the micro- 
phone so that they may readily be heard not only by the panel up 
here but by all the people in the hall. The witnesses normally should 
have a prepared statement when they come to testify. 'Those who have 
a prepared statement should deliver a copy of it to the reporter who 
is taking down every word that is said here and which will all be 
printed in the record. They should also deliver copies to Mr. Calla- 
ghan, our staff director, who will distribute them among the members 
of the panel and also file them for the committee. 

Now a person having a written statement may, if he prefers, high- 
light it and submit the written statement for inclusion in the record. 

It is common practice to put the whole thing in the record and then 
just take a few minutes to highlight or emphasize the salient points 
the witness would like to make about his statement. It isn’t required ; 
some witnesses will want to read the statement fully and, of course, 
we will even hear witnesses if they do not have a prepared statement; 
we would prefer, however, if there is a written statement in advance 
that we can be sure that it will be included in the record in its entirety. 

Before we call witnesses, let me remind you to give your full name 
and address and then any group or organization whom you are rep- 
resenting. Now this is quite important, not only to make our record 
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that we have to work with in the Senate complete, but it will also as- 
sure you that you will get a copy of that record as soon as it is 
printed. It will be mailed to you at the address that you’ve given here 
so we want to be sure that each witness fully identifies himself as 
his testimony begins. 

I am going to call as our first witness the Director of the National 
Park Service. It has been suggested here already we are extremely 
fortunate to have the Director come and attend our hearings. He 
has some of his staff with him who I am sure he will like to introduce 
as he begins. We’ve asked him to come and give a general statement 
about the national park system and then something about Padre 
Island. You may know there has been no formal or completed report 
yet by the national park service on Padre island, but they have been 
interested in it for some time and have been making some preliminary 
studies. We would like to hear them from our first witness, Mr. 
Conrad L. Wirth, Director of the National Park Service. 


STATEMENT OF CONRAD L. WIRTH, DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK 
SERVICE 


Mr. Wirtu. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am Conrad L. Wirth, 
Director of the National Park Service in Washington, D.C. We have 
several members of the Service here. I will just introduce two if I 
may. One is Mr. Tom Allen, who is the regional director from Santa 
Fe. The other gentleman is Mr. Frank Harrison, my legislative 
assistant in Washington. 

The chairman has stated our full reports have not been completed 
yet; we have made our preliminary reports and some of them have 
been distributed here. However, until the Director of the Budget and 
the Secretary have considered them and made the report to Congress, 
the stand of the Service is not fully recognized or appreciated. Until 
that is done and at that time, of course, whatever stand they take will 
be our stand. I do know, however, that the Secretary of the Interior 
is very much interested in the preservation of the seashores and our 
studies would not have gone ahead if he were not interested in this 
part of the development of the national park system. I would like 
also to say at this time, if I may, Mr. Chairman, that the hospitality in 
Texas is equaled nowhere in the country and it is wonderful as it has 
always been. The State of Texas, of course, is instrumental for the 
establishing of one national park here in Texas, the Big Bend Na- 
tional Park, which was purchased with your bonds and funds given 
to the Federal Government for park purposes. 

I would like also at this time—I think it might be appropriate— 
to give a little idea to those who do not fully realize what the purpose 
of the national park system is, how it was started, and the results of 
what is happening due to the national park system. I might say that 
the idea of national parks is truly an American idea. It really started 
back in 1870, when there were stories coming out of the Yellowstone 
country from the trappers, of the explosions in the air and all of 
the big, big cuts, and so forth. And most of them were made by 
trappers, and the people in the towns and the Territory of Montana— 
by the way, at that time the States of Montana, Wyoming, and Idaho 
were not established—found it hard to believe some of the stories that 
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they heard from these trappers. They were somewhat similar to some 
of the stories we hear from Texas, so they decided to investigate 
them, just like we have done Padre Island. They traveled for the 
Yellowstone country. They saw the Grand Canyon, the Yellowstone, 
the Yellowstone Lake, and the geyser basins, and the last night out 
at Madison Junction by the Firehole River they felt that it was too fine 
an area for any individual to own and to have, and, of course, you 
know in those days a person could file on it and become owner of these 
properties by staking out a claim. So they decided to go and ask Con- 
gress to set it aside for the use and benefit of all the people. This they 
did, and in 1872 the first national park in the world was established— 
Yellowstone—two-quarters of a million acres, and that’s the beginning 
of the national park idea. From then on various other areas were 
added, like the Grand Canyon, Mount Rainier, Yosemite, and many 
others, until 1916 Congress felt that the area should be under one par- 
ticular branch of the Government, and it established the National 
Park Service as a Bureau of the Department of the Interior. It was 
the responsibility of the Bureau, working through the Secretary, to 
preserve these areas for the use and enjoyment of the present and 
future generations. 

This has been an expanding program of setting aside what is con- 
sidered to be outstanding nationally important scenic areas, a bit of 
the good earth that we have that the good Lord has blessed us with 
for our use and enjoyment of individuals. It has also been a program 
of setting aside the record of the history of man on this continent, 
not only the accomplishments in battle, but the accomplishments in the 
diplomacy and social and cultural values that have helped make 
America great. 

We in the Park Service are professional people. We are career 
people, working to seek out these areas, to make our recommendations 
to your representatives in Congress for what they are worth in an 
effort of carrying out the directions which they gave us in 1916 of 
developing a national park system. During World War IT, much of 
the national park system was not used, and the money was cut off on 
account of the war, and the cold war afterward, and it wasn’t until 
about 4 or 5 years ago that we submitted through the administration 
to Congress a program called Mission 66. In that program is the way 
or the purpose of bringing the areas that we had up to condition and 
providing the facilities necessary properly to utilize and get the full 
benefit out of the historic and scenic areas. It also provided for the 
first time a comprehensive plan of the United States as to what areas 
should be added to the system; it also provided a way of working 
with the States to help them in the planning of their park system. 
The seashore study is a part of that overall Mission 66 program. 

Now some of you may want to know what Mission 66 means. Well, 
it turns out to be a general overall plan of trying to provide a national 
park system for the people of America which they have a right to be 
proud of and which will preserve a national heritage, of historic 
objects and sights and great scenic wonders. In working it out we 
projected the probable travel and use as far in advance as the human 
mind can figure it at that time and it came out in 1956 so we figured 
we'd try to get our mission completed by 1966, hence Mission 66, but 
I want to point out this: For the first time we are studying and making 
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a comprehensive plan of what land would be necessarily desirable for 
the Nation as we see it by the year 2000, and in this comes the seashores 
as well as other areas, as the grasslands, the scientific areas, historic 
areas, and so forth. 

We feel very strongly and I say we are professional in this field 
and perhaps you live with a subject a long time and you perhaps are 
looked upon by others as being too enthusiastic about your work, but 
on the other hand you do have the C ongress of the United States to 
curtail us if we do go too far over because they can take into consider- 
ation all the other elements that are necessary in developing a Nation. 
We feel very strongly that we are behind times in providing the kind 
of things that are necessary to keep the Nation a strong and healthy 
Nation—that know a little bit of what the good earth is ‘made of, and, 
when we figure out how many people are living i in the city and have 
the least idea of, of the seashore line, the mountains, the prairies, the 
desert, and so forth, and also how many people get more out of know- 
ing the background of America if they can see » the object of history 
where events took place, that built the America that we have today. 
Thirdly, when we stop to think and analyze the source, let’s remember 
that we don’t own this land; we live here, we are custodians as long 
as we are on this earth and we have a moral obligation to pass it down 
to future generations at least in as good a condition as we received it. 
So your national park system isn’t a cure for all things but it is a 
method of your Federal Government dividing certain things of na- 
tional importance that we think will instill into the people as they 
see it, and will be inspired by the great scenery and the recreation and 
history value, and learning a little bit more of the spirit of the pioneer, 
a little bit of the spirit of our forebearers in bringing forth this Nation 
and making it the country that we have today. 

If we have only accomplished that even to a small amount, I think 
we have at. least started to carry out the responsibilities that were 
placed on us. 

And now, Mr. Chairman, I perhaps have gone a little too far into 
analyzing what we are trying to do but I feel that I wanted to get that 
across and I think it would be better if I stopped here and if there 
are questions later on that you care to ask about the Padre Island 
study, and so forth, which have been distributed, I will try to answer 
some of them although we haven’t got the full report as yet. Thank 
you very much. 

Senator Moss. Thank you very much, Mr. Wirth. We certainly 
appreciate your being here and to know that you will be around during 
the course of the hearings so that we may ask questions. I am sure 
that if individuals want to ask questions of you at recess or at other 
times you will be glad to confer with them. 

Mr. Wirtrn. Thank you. 

Senator Moss. We received a letter addressed to Senator Murray, 
who is chairman of the Committee of the Interior and Insular Affairs, 
from your Governor. This letter is dated December 7 and reads: 


Austin, Tex., December 7, 1959. 


DEAR SENATOR Murray: Since previous commitments make it impossible for 
me to attend the Senate Interior Affairs Subcommittee hearing December 14 in 
Corpus Christi relating to the Padre Island national seashore project, I respect- 
fully request that this statement of my views be included in the record. 
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House Concurrent Resolution No. 16, consenting to the establishment of a 
national seashore area on that portion of Padre Island situated in Willacy 
and Kenedy Counties between the Port Mansfield Channel and Yarborough 
Pass, was adopted by the first called session of the 56th legislature in June of 
this year. I signed this resolution and agree with its objectives. 

Padre Island is one of the few undeveloped seashores in the United States, 
and at least a portion of it should be preserved for the future enjoyment of 
the American people. In my opinion, the State of Texas should have estab- 
lished and provided for this park, but it was the consensus of the legislature 
that a national seashore area would best accomplish the desired goal. 

Should the Congress proceed on this project, I urge that all due respect be 
given to the stipulations set out in House Concurrent Resolution 16, including 
protection of mineral rights and preservation of the right of the State of Texas 
to retain concurrent jurisdiction. 

I thank you and your committee for the interest shown in this important 
matter. 

Sincerely yours, 
















PrIcE DANIEL, Governor. 


Senator Moss. I will now call Senator Yarborough to present his 
views on the merits of the bill that is now before us. 


STATEMENT OF RALPH YARBOROUGH, A U.S. SENATOR FROM THE 
STATE OF TEXAS 







Senator Yarsoroucu. Mr. Chairman, I ask consent of the com- 


mittee at this point that my bill S. 4 be printed at this point in the 
record. 


Senator Moss. It will be printed in full at this point. 


[S. 4, 86th Cong., 1st sess.] 


A BILL To provide for the establishment of the Padre Island National Park, in the 
State of Texas : 































Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That (a) the Secretary of the In- 
terior shall acquire by gift, purchase, transfer from any Federal agency, or 
otherwise, such lands (together with any improvements thereon), as he shall 
consider necessary or desirable for the purpose of establishing a national park on 
Padre Island situated in the coastal waters of the State of Texas and extending 
from near Corpus Christi to near Brownsville, except that the Secretary of 
the Interior shall not exercise any authority under the provisions of this Act 
unless and until the State of Texas by appropriate legislative action has con- 
sented to the establishment of such park. 

(b) Any Federal agency is authorized to transfer, without consideration, to the 
Secretary of the Interior any lands (together with any improvements thereon) 
which are excess to the needs of such agency for use by the said Secretary in 
earrying out the provisions of this Act. 

Sec. 2. (a) The lands acquired under the first section of this Act shall be 
set aside as a public park for the benefit and enjoyment of the people of the 
United States, and shall be designated as the Padre Island National Park. The 
National Park Service, under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, shall 
administer, protect, and develop the park, subject to the provis ons of the Act 
entitled “An Act to establish a National Park Service, and for other purposes,” 
approved August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535). ri; 

(b) In order to provide for the proper development and maintenance of the 
park, the Secretary of the Interior shall construct and maintain therein such 
roads, trails, markers, buildings, and other improvements, and such facilities 
for the care and accommodation of visitors, as he may deem necessary. 

Sec. 3. There are hereby authorized to be appropriated such sums as may 
be necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act. 


(The following communication from the Department of the Interior 
was directed to be printed at this point in the record :) 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D.C., December 12, 1959. 
Hon. RatpH W. YARBOROUGH, 
U.S. Senate, 
Wahington, D.C. 

DEAR SENATOR YARBOROUGH: We will be interested in the hearing scheduled 
by the Senate Interior and Insular Affairs Committee for December 14 and 15 
at Corpus Christi, Tex., to consider your bill to authorize the establishment of 
the Padre Island National Park in the State of Texas. We have given a great 
deal of study to the Padre Island proposal and we expect to submit a report 
on the pending bill in the near future. 

As you know, this Department submitted draft legislation, now S. 2010, 
which would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to establish three shore- 
line areas. We favor the enactment of S. 2010 rather than individual bills to 
establish specific shoreline areas. We have indicated that we would have 
no objection to an amendment to S. 2010 to require that our selection of sites 
under that bill, if enacted, would be subject to review by the legislative com- 
mittees of Congress and that our selection could be disapproved by joint 
resolution. 

Padre Island is a relatively undeveloped seashore of exceptional significance 
and potentiality for public recreation. There is every probability, if the problems 
related to the proposal to continue oil and gas operations on Padre Island can 
be amicably resolved, that Padre Island would be given most serious considera- 
tion in the selection of areas under the authority requested in S. 2010. 

In the meantime, it is our hope that information that will be helpful in 
appraising the merits of your bill will be presented by interested citizens and 
organizations at the Texas hearing. 

A similar letter is being sent to Senator Johnson. 


Sincerely yours, 
ELMER F’. BENNETT, 


Under Secretary of the Interior. 

(An identical communication was directed to Senator Lyndon B. 
Johnson. ) 

Senator Yarsorouen. Mr. Chairman, I think that the facts show 
that Padre Island is potentially the most important undeveloped 
natural seashore area left in the United States. From the mouth 
of the Rio Grande on the Gulf of Mexico to the eastern corner of 
Maine the American coastline is 3,700 miles long, only 255 miles of 
this vast stretch of coastline is now in either State or Federal park 
or recreational areas, just 255 miles out of the total of 3,700 miles 
is in public park hands State affairs. Now the other 93 percent of 
all of the gulf and Atlantic coast is in private hands and the Ameri- 
can people are being fenced in on interior lines and are being forced 
away from the waters of the oceans that wash our Nation’s shores. 
Of that 255 miles out of the total of 3,700 is in public hands, over half 
of that is in Federal land, either national parks or national seashore 
areas. It’s mainly in three parts, the Acadia National Park in Maine, 
the Everglades National Park in Florida, and the Cape Hatteras or 
Outer Banks National Seashore Area of the Grand Banks of North 
Carolina. 

Now the Acadia National Park in Maine is a rockbound coast and 
the Everglades National Park in Florida is on the southwest corner 
of Florida where the salt marshes merge in the Everglades. Neither 
of these national parks, or the Everglades National Park has the type 
of beaches that you have on Cape Cod or the Outer Banks of North 
Carolina or on Padre Island. You have in this Federal area only 
the Outer Banks of North Carolina where people can go and boat, 
swim and walk out, wade out into the sea for surf fishing or for all 
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the other recreation that man gets when he goes back to the sea. The 
American people are being fenced away from their natural heritage 
while a favored few are drawing into their selfish hands the oe 
rights to control the beaches, the seashores, and the rights to fish, to 
swim, to bathe, to boat, and vacation upon and from these American 
shores. Padre Island’s hundred-and-seventeen-mile length is the 
longest unspoiled, undeveloped beach left in America. A great na- 
tional seashore area should be developed here where Americans and 
Texans of this and future generations can come and in youth and old 
age, summer or winter, enjoy the refreshing and restorative powers 
of wind, sun, and water when blended together. It is the longest 
unfenced, unbuilt-up beach left in America. 

We in Texas do not want a Miami type of development here with 
stone fences run out from hotels and motels across the beaches and 
down into the ocean fencing away from the beaches and the water 
all the people except those in a few high-priced private motels. The 
right to go down to the sea is a natural right and should be recognized 
as one of the inalienable rights of man. Buying and selling, buying 
and selling the beaches, buying and selling the ocean, what does it 
mean to us in the United States? If people are fenced away, of what 
value is that; is that right ? 

Padre Island was charted in 1519 by a great Spanish navigator, 
de Penida, before Cortez had conquered the Aztec Nation. With its 
great actual physical and geological background and physical char- 
acteristics today, we in Texas want here, Mr. Chairman, a great sea- 
shore area that can be visited by the people, all the people who want 
to swim, to fish, to sun, to boat, to bathe, to pick up seashells, to skin 
dive, and use the ocean as their forefathers have done for generations 
upon generations. 

And, fellow Texans, a national seashore area is different from a na- 
tional park in that it does not stop fishing. You would have fishing, 
you might have hunting in certain areas, people could skin dive, could 
pick up the shells. It is not a national park like the Petrified Forest 
National Park or Carlsbad where, of course, if you break off a piece 
of stalagmite or stalactite in Carlsbad you have irrevocably damaged 
the covering, or pick up a piece of petrified wood in that area and 
you have irrevocably damaged the forest. The sea breeze and the 
sea bring back other shells and restore the beach; and those activities 
are permitted in a seashore area. We do not want a little 50-mile 
park in the middle of this hundred-and-seventeen-mile-long island. 

Now, Chairman Moss, accompanied by a number of the rest of us 
and a number of the press flew down the whole length of Padre Island 
this morning on the ocean shore and back up the Laguna Madre side. 
As to that 35 to 50 miles being offered in the middle, we are grateful 
for the generosity of the people suggesting the mudflats down there 
without the best part of the island: The sand dunes that mean so much 
to people from a recreational and sociological reason. The Nation 
needs at least a hundred-mile-long seashore area, which would leave 
17 miles of Padre Island at the north and south ends of the island 
that is ample for any private development including that made that 
we observed this morning. Even if we leave that out, in the years to 
come men will regret even that 17 miles, if not included with the 
rest. I favor a full Padre Island Park of 117 miles, but surely if 
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we leave out 17 miles for private development with 100 miles in the 
park area, we have surrendered enough of this heritage to private 
personal ownership. 

Now the map which is exhibited there, and the copy which was re- 
produced with the present report of the National Park Service, shows 
88 miles of the island that, if Congress saw fit to enact the law, the 
National Park Service would be willing to accept as a seashore area. 
It would be the longest one in America. It would be longer than the 
77 miles in North Carolina but in keeping with the bigness of Texas 
and the Southwest and our undeveloped beach, I personally think 
that we should go beyond the 88 miles and have at least 100 miles of 
that beach in this great national seashore area. 

Some say that 50 miles, a hole in the middle, is enough but fellow 
Americans, fellow Texans, the Grand Canyon Park would not show 
off its majesty for all to enjoy if the south rim was a public park while 
the north side was covered by private motels or honkytonks. Carls- 
bad Cavern would not be the same if one entrance led to half of the 
cave as a public park while that other entrance led to the other half 
which was privately developed with underground caverns and taverns. 
So Padre Island will never be the great seashore area it’s envisioned 
by the people if you give us only 50 miles of the lowest and less spec- 
tacular areas which are in that particular part of the island, in the 
middle, and close out the 67 miles at the end for the development that 
ought to be for the whole people. We need a whole seashore area on 
Padre Island, not a half of a seashore area; we need a seashore area 
big in the concept of an American, big in the concept of a Texan, big 
enough for our people of today and tomorrow. A half a loaf is not 
enough because most of the seashore loaves in America are now in 
private baskets and this is the only chance left for the people of the 
South, the Southwest, the Middle West, the Mountain States and in- 
deed, all of America to have a real national seashore area on the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

Mr. Chairman, with your leave I would like to read at this time one 
or two messages I have here. I have a briefcase full of petitions, 
letters, telegrams, an I hope to go over those with the staff tonight 
and file some as excerpts and tomorrow introduce others but there are 
two that I would like to read and introduce at this time. 

Senator Moss. You may do so. 

Senator YarnoroucH. J. S. Boyles of Houston, distinguished sur- 
veyor and engineer of Texas, in 1939 camped on the island for 3 
months to survey it in a lawsuit. I am going to read part of his 
letter. 

As you know, we surveyed the island in 1939 and the Supreme Court of the 
United States upheld our survey. The maps of this survey are available to 
you or the Park Department should you desire. 

In view of the decision in the Luttes case, or maybe I should say the asinine 
opinion has practically eliminated all the beaches in Texas from Sabine Pass to 
Southmost. Not only on the bay shores of the mainland but also on the shores 
of the Barrier Islands. 

I recently had occasion to drive from Corpus Christi for a long distance down 
the gu'f side of Padre Island. This trip brought most forcibly to me the need 
of a Government supervised beach area in Texas. The reason I say Govern- 
ment supervised is that from the causeway for about the first 10 or 15 miles 
along the gulf, the campers and picnickers have defiled the beach with empty 
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beer cans, whisky bottles, soda water bottles, and other refuse. I do not believe 
this would happen under Government supervision. 

You may not be aware of the fact but on the gulf side at the toe of the dunes, 
sweet, fresh water can be obtained throughout the length of the island at a 
depth of 2% to 3 feet. The fishing, especially at Little Shells and Big Shells, is 
some of the finest on the Texas coast. Almost every variety of fish habitating 
the gulf can be caught from the surf. Also a large variety of crabs. Needless 
to mention that the middle and lower portions of the island constitutes some 
of the finest duck and goose hunting in the United States. 

I have seen many deer cross the flats and graze on the island, as well as, 
coyotes and wolves. In about 3 months living on the island, when we were sur- 
veying, not a single snake of any kind was seen. 

I would most heartily recommend and endorse the acquisition of as much of 
Padre Island as is possible to be made into a national park. 


Mr. Chairman, I have read only parts of the letter and I'll request 
that the entire letter be printed at this place in the record. 
Senator Moss. It will be so printed. 


Houston, Tex. 


Hon. RatpH W. YARBOROUGH, 
Corpus Christi, Tex. 


DEAR RALPH: My plans had been made to be with you in Corpus at the Padre 
Island hearing. However, the chairman of the surveyors board has called 
an urgent meeting on the same date which will necessitate my change of 
plans. 

As you know, we surveyed the island in 1939 and the Supreme Court of the 
United States upheld our survey. The maps of this survey are available to you 
or the Park Department should you desire. 

In view of the decision in the Luties case, or maybe I should say the asinine 
opinion has practically eliminated all the beaches in Texas from Sabine Pass 
to Southmost: Not only on the bay shores of the mainland but also on the 
shores of the Barrier Islands. 

I recently had occasion to drive from Corpus Christi for a long distance 
down the gulf side of Padre Island. This trip brought most forcibly to me the 
need of a Government supervised beach area in Texas. The reason I say Gov- 
ernment supervised is that from the causeway for about the first 10 or 15 miles 
along the gulf, the campers and picnickers have defiled the beach with empty 
beer cans, whisky bottles, soda water bottles, and other refuse. I do not believe 
this would happen under Government supervision. 

You may not be aware of the fact but on the gulf side at the toe of the 
dunes, sweet, fresh water can be obtained throughout the length of the island 
at a depth of 2%4 to 3 feet. The fishing, especially at Little Shells and Big 
Shells, is some of the finest on the Texas coast. Almost every variety of fish 
habitating the gulf can be caught from the surf. Also a large variety of crabs. 
Needless to mention that the middle and lower portions of the island constitutes 
some of the finest duck and goose hunting in the United States. 

I have seen many dear cross the flats and graze on the island, as well as, 
coyotes and wolves. In about 3 months living on the island, when we were sur- 
veying, not a single snake of any kind was seen. 

The gulf beach is or can be developed into one of the finest racing beaches in 
the world. Equally as smooth and of much greater length than Daytona Beach. 

I would most heartily recommend and endorse the acquisition of as much ot 
Padre Island as is possible to be made into a national park. 

If I can be of service toward this end, it would be my pleasure to assist in 
any way I can. seh 

With kindest personal regards to you and Opal and wishing you all a happy 
holiday season, I am, 

Sincerely, 
Stuart Boy es. 


Senator Yarsorovuen. And the next is a telegram from Washing- 
ton, D.C. from J. W. Penfold, conservation director, Izaak Walton 
League of America. It is directed to me and says: 


52401—60 2 





12 PADRE ISLAND NATIONAL PARK 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Hon. RALPH YARBOROUGH, 
Austin, Tex.: 


It would be appreciated if you can have the record of the Senate Interior 
Subcommittee hearing at Corpus Christi show that the national organization 
of the Izaak Walton League of America enthusiastically supports and endorses 


the principles, purposes, and objectives of your Padre Island shoreline bill. 
It has become increasingly clear that we must set aside in public ownership 
adequate examples of our incomparable shoreline resource, if we would pre- 
serve unspoiled some of it for the future and to protect the public right to 
participate in this type of wholesome and inspiring outdoor recreation. It is 
also clear that Padre Island is a magnificent example and a unique opportunity. 
We request the privilege of presenting to the subcommittee more detailed com- 
ment at a later date. We appreciate also the interest and leadership which you 
and your colleagues are giving to this essential public program. 
Sincerely, 
J. W. PENFOLD, 
Conservation Director, Izaak Walton League of America. 

Mr. Chairman, I have many resolutions from American Legion 
posts in Texas, shell clubs, underwater clubs, garden clubs, ornithology 
societies, State and local, sportsman clubs, and many others that I 
will offer later for filing to be printed in the record but I just 
want to hold one up to exhibit as typical of the interest in 
Texas in this project. It is a petition, one petition alone presented 
by the faculty and students of Sam Houston State Teachers College 
at Huntsville, Tex., comprising many pages, almost an inch thick. 
There must. be thousands of names upon those pages of petitioners 
including Dr. Harman Lowman, president of the Sam Houston 
State College, whose name appears upon the first page along with 
the faculty members and students scattered through this voluminous 
petition. Padre Island is the one little unexploited hem left on the 
rast garment of exploited Texas’ natural land resources; let us save 
this hem on the garment so that future generations can see, feel, 
and breathe the free air of an unfenced land. 

And, Mr. Chairman, let us not fence the people away from their 
ocean. From the days of the Roman Empire forward the sands on 
the shores were meant to be ours, but it isn’t the peoples’ ocean any 
more if they can’t get into it to enjoy it. Let’s keep the fences off 
of Padre Island and keep Padre Island open so that the people can 
get to their own ocean. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Senator Yarborough, and you may, of 
course, present other matters for the record tomorrow or at a later 
time. I might point out that this record will be open subsequent 
to this hearing for some time and if there are detailed statements to 
be filed at a later time, they can be forwarded to the committee. All 
matters, however, would have to be filed with the committee prior to 
the 1st day of February, the record being closed at that time. Con- 
gressman John Young previously gave us a word of greeting. I 
want to call on him as a witness if he has a statement on the merits 


of the bill. 


STATEMENT OF JOHN YOUNG, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS 
FROM THE 14TH DISTRICT OF TEXAS 


Congressman Youne. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I 
will be brief in my presentation in deference to the many witnesses 





PADRE ISLAND NATIONAL PARK 13 


who have come here to testify. Many have come a considerable dis- 
tance, 


I would like to ask permission of you, Mr. Chairman, that I be 
granted permission to file a written statement later on in the record 
prior to February 1, I believe that was the date you stated. 

Senator Moss. Yes, sir, that permission is granted. 

Congressman Youne. Thank you, sir. Mr. Chairman, my great 
friend and colleague, Congressman Joe Kilgore of the 15th Congres- 
sional District just to the south of us, and Congressman Bob Casey 
from Houston, have contacted me by phone and have expressed their 
most sincere regrets that they would be unable to attend. I am per- 
sonally familiar with the tremendous load with which we are bur- 
dened at this time preparatory to the commencement of the 2d ses- 
sion of the 86th Congress, and all, and they are extremely sorry that 
they could not be here with us in person. We certainly all understand 
why and how those things do happen. 

Congressman Kilgore has sent me a letter which, with your per- 
mission, Mr. Chairman, I would like to read because it is a greeting 
to all present and some recommendations. 

Senator Moss. Proceed. 

Congressman Youne (reading) : 


MCcALLEN, TEX. 
Hon. Joun Younes, 
Member of Congress, 
Corpus Christi, Tex. 


DEAR JOHN: Please extend to Senator Moss and the staff of the Senate In- 
terior and Insular Affairs Committee my appreciation that they have taken the 
time out of their busy schedule to go to south Texas to hear of the interest 
that exists in our area in the establishment of a national seashore on Padre 
Island. I sure wish it were possible for me to be there with all of you. 

There will be with you, however, a number of outstanding people from my 
district—many of them known to you personally—who will be of great help in 
the study of this proposal by the testimony they can offer. This I know from 
conversations I had with many of them when I met with them at Raymond- 
ville earlier this fall while I was at home. 

You may be sure that all concerned will greatly appreciate—as I also will 
personally appreciate—the courteous attention given them by the committee, by 
Senator Moss, Senator Yarborough, and yourself. 

Please be assured that I will look forward to continuing to work with all of 
you on this proposal. I will consider it an honor to work with you in our 
continuing efforts to have this bill and your and my bills on the Padre pro- 
posal heard by the House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs during 
the coming session. 

I would be mighty grateful if you would extend my best wishes to all and 
with my kindest personal regards to you, I am, 

Sincerely, 
JOE. 

I have here a written statement from Congressman Bob Casey of 
Houston. I’m going to read only the first paragraph, Mr. Chairman, 
because it is somewhat longer than Mr. Kilgore’s letter but I would 
like to ask permission that it also be entered in the record. 

Senator Moss. It will be printed in full. 


Congressman Youne (reading) : 


Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I wish to enthusiastically 
join my distinguished Senator, Ralph Yarborough, and my distinguished col- 
leagues in the House, Representative John Young and Joe Kilgore, in urging 


your favorable consideration of the measure to create a national park on Padre 
Island. 
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And then he goes on to support the original statement. 
‘ rt * . . . 
Senator Moss. That will be printed in full in the record. 
Congressman Youne. Thank you, sir. 
(The statement referred to is as follows :) 


Houston, TEx. 
Hon. Senator JAMES E. MurRRAY, 
Chairman, Senate Interior and Insular Affairs Committee. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE: I wish to enthusiastically 
join my distinguished Senator, Ralph Yarborough, and my distinguished col- 
leagues in the House, Representatives John Young and Joe Kilgore, in urging 
your favorable consideration of the measure to create a national park on Padre 
Island. 

I have the honor of representing the citizens of Houston and Harris County, 
Tex., which, as you no doubt know, is the largest city of our State and, as such, 
has experienced a phenomenal growth in the last decade. With this growth has 
come the need for additional recreational facilities to care for this tremendous 
population, and the proposals as advanced by Senator Yarborough and Con- 
gressmen Young and Kilgore to create the Padre Island Park is indeed timely. 

My home city of Houston is only a few hours away by automobile from 
Padre Island, and I assure you that a great segment of Houston’s population 
would avail themselves of the opportunity to use the facilities that could and 
should be developed in the public interest on the island. 

We have seen little by little our shoreline developed by private interests and 
the public at large denied access. This trend as our great State continues to 
develop will continue, and unless action is taken immediately, there will not 
be sufficient shoreline available for the vitaly needed recreational areas. 

I would like to point out to the committee that our State of Texas is be- 
coming well known as a hospital and inexpensive State in which to take one’s 
family for an enjoyable vacation. Our State offers many natural grandeurs 
from the mountains to the plains, and, of course, not the least among our assets 
are fishing and other water sports in the Gulf of Mexico. We would like to 
see Padre Island preserved as a national park so that visitors from other 
States would have the opportunity to have free access to the pleasures found 
on our beautiful gulf coast. 

Mr. Chairman and members of the committe, I again urge your favorable 
consideration of this measure, and I assure you that in doing so you will be 
rendering a great service to the citizens of these United States by providing for 
them a place in which to profitably spend their leisure time. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Bos Casey, 
Representative in Congress, 22d District of Texas. 


Congressman Youne. Mr. Chairman, briefly on my part, I wish to 
state, of course, that I personally concur in and endorse in principle 
the establishment of a national park on Padre Island. I say that I 
endorse it in principle because I realize there are many problems that 
must be considered before such a project or proposal can reach the 
fruition stage of actual accomplishment. 

I want to thank you for coming here and holding these hearings 
and I want to bring to your attention that in connection with the 
establishment of a seashore area on Padre, the counties to the south— 
Cameron County at the south end of the island and Nueces at the 
north end of the island—should be particularly mentioned in respect 
to the great investment that they have already expended in the de- 
velopment of the natural assets of this wonderful—this wonderful 
land, seashore and sand and island. 

I cannot speak with authority, although I know there are those 
here present who certainly can, and very likely will, and I know that 
Cameron County has spent a great deal of money, probably in the 
millions of dollars, in such action. I know that Nueces County has 
spent several million dollars involving a causeway to Padre Island, a 
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road up Mustang Island from Padre Island up to Port Aransas; 
Nueces County has spent a great deal of money through a political 
subdivision, a water control improvement district, which spent a 
great deal of money in connection with a causeway, an interior service 
from the mainland north of Corpus Christi Bay to Port Aransas. 

I would likewise like to bring to the attention of the committee 
that there is now in progress a vast highway development from the 
populated vicinity of the Corpus Christi area out Lexington Boule- 
vard to the causeway connecting with Padre Island, and it will be 
known as the Lexington Boulevard Expressway, a project that is 
greatly needed at this time, a project thati s justified by the great 
population growth in the area, plus the fact that the wonderful 
Navy Air—naval air training station will be served by this highway. 
It is a project that will likewise contribute a great deal to the public’s 
comfort and for the success of the national seashore area if and when 
it is established upon Padre Island. That project originally was 
planned as, and is still planned as, an ultra-super expressway section 
that will cost in the neighborhood of a million dollars a mile to con- 
struct in certain areas. So Mr. Chairman, the local people with their 
own tax money, and the local officials with the burden of responsibility 
that they hold to the citizens of this area, have recognized the great 
assets to be found here, that the Government is now demonstrating 
an interest in, and they are recognizing it in terms of a lot of public 
money and a lot of public expenditures, so I certainly would commend 
to the committee and to the Government and to the National Park 
Service and to the Secretary of the Interior that they give most serious 
and intense consideration of the Padre Island project and the prob- 
lems attended thereto. And I say in recommending this project that 
we recognize that there are problems that must be worked out as there 
always are in any project of this magnitude and any project of the 
merit that we think this will attain to. 

We have the question of the extent of the property, the dimensions 
of such a park; that’s a detail that can and must be worked out down 
the road. We have the question of the—the extent of the—the prop- 
erty interest to be acquired, of course, involves mineral interest and 
that sort of thing, and those are real problems that must be worked 
out. 

We have the operations of the U.S. Navy, which is very important 
and extremely significant to the economy of the area, and it is very 
close to the heart of the people here. Those are problems that must 
be considered. 

We have the question of private development, just what the nature 
and extent and in what, what provisions will be made for private 
development and what controls, et cetera, in regard to policing the pri- 
vately owned portion of the island would entail, and we have the inter- 
est of the counties involved, the two counties at each end, Nueces 
County and Cameron County ; but then likewise we have the interest of 
Kleberg County and Kenedy County and Willacy County to consider, 
and such things as that in the interest that has been stated by some 
of the good citizens of Willacy County in connection with a causeway 
Comers it with the island about midpoint, once the park is estab- 

ished. 

Those are some of the problems, but by no means all of the many 
problems that must be considered; but, in general, the proposition of 
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a national seashore area on Padre Island is a wonderful thing. It 
isa must inthisarea. It is, will be, a great contribution to the economy 
of the area, and what is more important, it will be a great contribution 
to the preservation of those natural things that we love about this 
country and that we owe to the people who are to come afterward. 
Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Congressman Young. Texas is repre- 
sented by a great Senator who is the majority ‘leader in the U.S. 
Senate, and it would be superfluous for me, in Texas, to tell you of the 
tremendous leadership that is exhibited by Lyndon Johnson. I had 
the pleasure of visiting with Senator Johnson and his wife at their 
ranch on our way down here to the hearing. Unfortunately, Senator 
Johnson has other commitments which prevent his appearance in 
person at the hearing, but he has sent to represent him one of his 
very able assistants, Jim Wilson, counsel to the Senate Democratic 
policy committee. Jim Wilson will now be our next witness, repre- 
senting Senator Lyndon Johnson. 


STATEMENT OF JAMES W. WILSON, COUNSEL, SENATE DEMOCRATIC 
POLICY COMMITTEE, ON BEHALF OF SENATOR LYNDON B. JOHN- 
SON OF TEXAS 


Mr. Wirson. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My name is James W. 
Wilson. I am counsel for the Senate Democratic policy committee. 
Washington, D.C. I am appearing at this hearing today on behalf 
of Senator Lyndon B. Johnson. Senator Johnson wanted very much 
to be here himself today but because of a conflicting engagement of 
long standing he was unable to do so. He asked me to appear before 
the committee in his behalf and to make known his intense interest 
in and his strong support for the Padre Island National Shoreline 
Park. I will not read the statement that Senator Johnson would have 
given had he been here, but I will submit it to the committee for the 
hearing record. 

In this statement Senator Johnson refers to letters that he, Senator 
Yarborough, Congressman Kilgore, and Congressman Young sent 
to Senator Murray, chairman of the Interior and Insular Affairs Com- 
mittee, and to Fred Seaton, Secretary of the Department of the In- 
terior, and the replies which were received to these letters. These 
letters are important to the development of the Padre Island story 
and I ask that they be inserted in the record immediately following 
Senator Johnson’s statement. 

Senator Moss. They will be so printed. 

Mr. Witson. Senator Johnson believes that there is an urgent need 
to preserve a part of our remaining national shoreline as national park 
areas and he strongly favors the ‘shoreline park program under con- 
sideration and being developed by the National Park Service. Par- 
ticularly, he believes that Padre Island presents our Nation with its 
greatest opportunity for a shoreline park, here is the last remaining 
opportunity to save a really significant area in its primitive beauty. 
Senator Johnson believes it would be tragic for the Nation to miss this 
opportunity by failing to act soon. The committee, Senator Yar- 
borough, Congressman Kilgore, Congressman Young, and everyone 


else interested in the Padre Island P ark, may be assured that during 


od ae a ee 
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the coming session Senator Johnson will do all he can to make the 
Padre Island National Shoreline Park a reality. Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. Wilson. 

(The statement referred to follows :) 


STATEMENT OF LyNDON B. JoHNsoN, A U.S. SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF TEXAS 


Mr. Chairman, I am delighted to welcome this subcommittee of the Senate 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs to Texas. None of the standing com- 
mittees of the Senate has more exacting functions assigned to it than the Interior 
Committee, and in my opinion, none of this committee’s duties are more signifi- 
cant than its task of overseeing the development and maintenance of our national 
park system. 

To preserve America’s history and natural beauty in national parks and monu- 
ments is to preserve America’s heritage, and under the able leadership of its 
chairman, the distinguished senior Senator from Montana, James E. Murray, 
the Interior Committee has maintained a tradition of careful watchfulness over 
our national park system and at the same time has ever been on the alert for 
worthwhile new additions to the system. 

The accomplishments of the committee reflect the intelligence, the ability, the 
dedication, and the plain hard work of its members and staff. And no member 
of the committee evidences these characteristics more than my warm friend, the 
distinguished junior Senator from Utah, Frank E. Moss. Senator Moss has the 
vision and the foresight to see the need for immediate action to preserve part of 
America’s remaining shoreline. We are extremely fortunate to have Senator 
Moss presiding over these hearings today. 

The hearings in Corpus Christi today are a part of the Interior Committee’s 
inquiry into the question of what must be done to insure that future generations 
of Americans will experience first hand the wonders and the pleasures of 
America’s shoreline in a natural state. Specifically, the question here is whether 
the Nation will take advantage of its greatest opportunity to preserve a shoreline 
wilderness and establish a national shoreline park on Padre Island. 

I am delighted to see the Interior Committee come to Corpus Christi. For 
I believe that this hearing is a real milestone, marking the first concrete step 
toward the early realization of a dream held by many of us for a long time. 

Conservationists have had their eyes on Padre Island as a potential national 
park for many years. But the urgency of the task before us was not appreciated 
until the completion of a shoreline survey in 1955 by the National Park Service 
demonstrated the extent to which our natural shoreline has vanished and how 
rapidly the sands of the few remaining natural sites are slipping through our 
fingers. 

I would like to pay tribute here, Mr. Chairman, to the National Park Service 
for the pioneer work it has done in awakening our country to the urgency of the 
need to save our shoreline, and particularly in urging the preservation of Padre 
Island as a national park. As long ago as 1955, the Service urged the immedi- 
ate acquisition of Padre Island as a national park, and under the capable 
guidance of its present Director, Conrad Wirth, the Service has continued to fight 
for a park on Padre Island. Those of us in Texas who appreciate the possi- 
bilities Padre Island holds as a recreation spot for the Nation are extremely 
fortunate to have someone of Conrad Wirth’s ability at the head of our national 
park system. I am personally indebted to him for taking the time to participate 
in these hearings. 

It has only been within the last year that public opinion has been fully 
awakened to the potentialities for a national park on Padre Island. This recent 
upsurge in public interest is without doubt due in large measure to the vigorous 
efforts of my distinguished colleague, the junior Senator from Texas, Ralph 
Yarborough. Early last session Senator Yarborough introduced a bill in the 
Senate which would authorize a Padre Island park. Since that time he has 
been unrelenting in pursuing this cause. In fact, in recent months Padre Island 
has been one of Senator Yarborough’s principal projects. 

I want also to commend my colleagues in the Texas delegation in the House 
of Representatives for their efforts in support of the Padre Island Park. Par- 
ticularly do I want to mention the unceasing efforts of my very good friends, 
Congressman Joe M. Kilgore, of McAllen, and Congressman John Young, of 
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Corpus Christi. No one has done more to promote the cause of Padre Island, 
and the people of the Rio Grande Valley and Corpus Christi should be very 
proud. 

This hearing today came about as the result of a meeting last summer 
between Senator Yarborough, Congressman Kilgore, Congressman Young, and I. 
I remember I was impressed at that time with the growing public sentiment in 
favor of a Padre Island park, but felt that little of a concrete nature was 
underway. 

I suggested to my colleagues that we meet together to make specific plans 
for the advance of the Pade Island project. The result of that meeting was a 
joint letter to the chairman of this committee requesting these hearings and 
a joint letter to the Secretary of the Interior specifically requesting that Padre 
Island be designated as a suitable site for a national shoreline park. 

Thanks to the generous cooperation of the Interior Committee and its dis- 
tinguished chairman, the first letter was completely successful as is evidenced 
by these hearings. The second letter was perhaps not as successful since the 
Secretary of the Interior has not as yet officially designated Padre as a suit- 
able site. However, I was advised by the Secretary of the Interior that if leg- 
islation presently pending before the Congress is enacted, Padre Island will 
in all probably be selected as one of the first parks under the Department’s 
new shoreline park program. I hope that the Department’s plans for Padre 
will be amplified in its testimony today. 

As I view these hearings, those of us who favor the establishment of a 
national shoreline park on Padre Island should pursue two purposes here today. 
We should, of course, show the committee, and through it the Congress and the 
Nation, why Padre Island presents our country with its greatest opportunity 
to preserve a substantial segment of beautiful shoreline in a primitive state. 
But we should also attempt to promote acceptance by the Congress and by the 
public of the broad principle of national responsibility for acquiring and pre- 
serving as parks significant parts of the remaining shoreline areas of our coun- 
try. We should not only encourage a park on Padre Island, but by showing 
the committee the advantages which will accrue to present and future genera- 
tions of Americans by having a large part of Padre Island preserved in its 
natural beauty, we should encourage Congress to embark on a general prozram 
of shoreline park development. But Padre Island should set the pace and lead 
the way. 

I do not believe that those of us who testify here today should endeavor to 
prescribe the exact conditions under which Padre Island should be made a 
park. There are, of course, differences as to details among those of us who favor 
the park. But I hope that these differences will not deter us from our principle 
task of obtaining acceptance by Congress and the Interior Department of the 
basic concept that Padre Island should be a shoreline park. After appropriate 
basic legislation has been passed and Padre Island has been designated as a 
suitable site will be soon enough to work out these problems. I am convinced 
that once we have reached that stage, questions as to the exact size of the park, 
the manner in which oil and gas resources shall be developed, and provision 
for adequate bombing ranges for the Navy will become relatively simple of 
solution. 

This is not to say that the differing views on these questions should not be 
made known here. The purpose of this hearing is to give Congress complete 
information on the situation at Padre Island. I hope the Interior Department, 
the Navy, the affected landowners and everyone else will make their needs and 
desires known. But I hope that minor differences will not be magnified into 
insuperable obstacles. 

The Interior Committee has before it several bills which will bring about 
the establishment of a park on Padre Island. There is, of course, S. 4, Senator 
Yarborough’s Padre Island bill. There is also S. 2460, the shoreline park pro- 
gram sponsored by Senator Murray and a number of other Senators. This bill 
would provide for the establishment of 10 shoreline parks including, specifically, 
Padre Island. 

The administration has proposed a less ambitious program as set forth in 
8. 2010. Under this bill the Secretary of Interior would be authorized to select 
three locations for shoreline parks. If the committee should decide on this 
approach, I strongly suggest that it adopt the modification incorporated in 
H.R. 9090 and H.R. 9089, identical bills introduced by Congressmen Kilgore and 





PADRE ISLAND NATIONAL PARK 19 


Young. These bills authorize the Secretary of Interior to select three shoreline 
parks, but the bills require that one be located on the east coast, one on the west 
coast, and one on the gulf coast. Congressmen Kilgore and Young are certainly 
to be commended for proposing this amendment which would insure that the 
interests of Padre Island are properly protected. 

America has a unique opportunity at Padre Island. Here lie 117 miles of 
unbroken beach providing ideal conditions for swimming, surf fishing, and the 
many other pleasures afforded by an undisturbed, seemingly endless expanse of 
beach and dune. 

I know that the findings of this committee will recognize this oportunity, and 
my colleagues and I in the Texas delegation will join together in an effort to 
persuade Congress and the Interior Department to take advantage of this op- 
portunity before it is too late. And we expect to see Padre Island National 
Shoreline Park become a reality in the near future. 


(At the request of Senator Lyndon B. Johnson, the following com- 
munications are directed to be placed in the record at this point:) 


AvstTIN, TEXx., October 26, 1959. 
Adm. ARLEIGH A. BURKE, 
Chief of Naval Operations, 
Washington, D.C. 


DEAR ADMIRAL BURKE: I am enclosing a copy of the lead story in the Corpus 
Christie Caller of October 13, 1959. In this story, Comdr. Fred Wiseman, oper- 
ations officer for the Naval Air Advanced Training Command at the Corpus 
Christi Naval Air Station, is quoted as saying in effect that the establishment of 
a national shoreline park on Padre Island will cause the Navy’s air activities 
in south Texas to close down. 

There is no indication from the newspaper story that this is the official Navy 
Department position, but I would appreciate your looking into this situation and 
letting me know how the Navy feels about the establishment of a shoreline park 
on Padre Island. 

Everyone in Texas and many throughout the Nation have great hopes for the 
preservation of a wonderful recreation area on Padre Island in a natural state. 
I am sure nothing will be done to injure the Navy’s position in the area, but 
I find it difficult to believe that space for bombing practice ranges is at such 
a premium that the establishment of this park would have such a disastrous 
effect on the Navy’s operations. 

As you may know, the National Park Service has strongly recommended that 
a shoreline park be established on Padre Island, and I hope that the Navy will 
find a way to lend its support to this effort. 

My warmest personal regards. 

Sincerely, 
LYNDON B. JOHNSON. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY, 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS, 
Washington, D.C., Nevember 18, 1959. 
Hon. LyNpon B. JOHNSON, 
U.S. Senator, Austin, Tex. 


My Dear SENATOR JOHNSON: The Chief of Naval Operations has asked me to 
reply to your letter of October 26, 1959, concerning the establishment of a 
national shoreline park on Padre Island and the effect such a park would have 
on Navy air operations in the south Texas area. 

A careful review of our target and range requirements in the Naval Air Ad- 
vanced Training Command is being made at the present time, with emphasis on 
the effects the proposed park may have on naval air operations in the Corpus 
Christi complex. 

I will be most happy to advise you of the result of this review as soon as it is 
available. 

Sincerely yours, 
Ratpeu E. WILsoN, 
Vice Admiral, U.S. Navy, 
Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (Logistics). 
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U.S. SENATE, 
Washington, D.C., November 28, 1959. 
Vice Adm. RatpH E. WILSON, 
Deputy Chief of Naval Operations, Logistics, 
Department of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 

DeEAR ADMIRAL WILSON: I was gratified to learn that the Navy Department is 
reviewing its target and range requirements in the Naval Air Advanced Train- 
ing Command to determine the effects the proposed Padre Island National 
Shoreline Park will have on naval air operations in the area. 

As I am sure you know, the Senate Interior and Insular Affairs Committee 
is holding hearings on the proposed Padre Island Park in Corpus Christi, Tex., 
on December 14. I understand that the Navy has been invited to appear and 
give testimony at these hearings. 

I hope that the review by the Navy Department now underway will be com- 
pleted in time to permit the Department to make known its position at the 
December 14 hearing. The establishment of the Padre Island Park and pres- 
ervation of this wonderful beach area.is important to the people of Texas and 
of the United States. I know that the Navy will join with everyone else con- 
cerned to do what it can to make the park a reality. 

Sincerely, 
LYNDON B. JOHNSON. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY, 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS, 
Washington, D.C., December 11, 1959. 
Hon. Lyndon B. JOHNSON, 
U.S. Senator, Austin, Tex. 


My Dear SENATOR JOHNSON: This is in reply to your letter of October 26, 
1959, concerning the establishment of a national shoreline park on Padre Island 
and the effect such a park would have on Navy air operations in the south Texas 
area. 

As I mentioned in my letter of November 18, 1959, a careful review of Navy 
target and range requirements in the Naval Air Advanced Training Command 
was being made at that time, with emphasis on the effects the proposed park 
may have on naval air operations in the Corpus Christi complex. I have just 
completed an analysis of this review. It would appear that any Navy position 
regarding the effects that the loss of the Padre Island targets would have upon 
training operations must, of necessity, be predicated upon a realistic time ele- 
ment. We assume that the necessary approvals and subsequent development 
of such a park would not occur immediately. 

Therefore, if the Navy is permitted to gradually phase out of use of Padre 
Island targets concomitant with the phasing in of replacement targets, to meet 
existing naval requirements, the Navy’s loss of Padre Island targets would result 
in only a loss of convenience to the Corpus Christi bases, with resultant in- 
creased operating costs. These costs would be incurred by an increased amount 
of fuel required to get to and from the new targets. Notwithstanding the con- 
siderations of time, convenience, and increased costs, however, the potential 
benefits that the public will realize from this national shoreline park are such 
that the Navy will not object to such development. 

I appreciate your concern in this matter and trust that this informaion will 
enable you to understand better the Navy’s position. 

Sincerely yours, 
RatpH E. WILson, 
Vice Admiral, U.S.N., 
Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (Logistics). 


U.S. SENATE, 
OFFICE OF THE DEMOCRATIC LEADER, 
Washington, D.C., September 2, 1959. 
Hon. FRrep A. SEATON, 
Secretary of the Interior, Interior Building, 
Washington, D.C. 


My Dear Mr. Secretary: On April 27, 1959, you transmitted to each of us 
a copy of a field report by the National Park Service on the proposal to establish 
a national shoreline area on Padre Island, Tex. 
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We were and are extremely impressed with this report. It is apparent that 
the National Park Service’s investigation of the potentialities of Padre Island 
as a shoreline area was extremely thorough, and the need for immediate action 
to preserve this beautiful area for the people of America is fully demonstrated 
by this report. 

Both the National Park Service and the Advisory Board on National Parks, 
Historie Sites, Buildings, and Monuments have recommended the establishment 
of a national shoreline area on Padre Island. But to our knowledge the Interior 
Department has not approved this proposal nor has the Department recom- 
mended that the Congress enact legislation which would insure that a national 
shoreline area be established on Padre Island. 

This is one of the Nation’s last opportunities to preserve a substantial seg- 
ment of our shorelines in its wilderness state. Padre Island, stretching 117 miles 
along the Texas gulf coast, embraces the longest underdeveloped beach remain- 
ing in America. Thousands of acres of Padre Island are still in a natural state 
providing many miles of spacious beaches and lovely dunes. If these can be 
preserved, American families in the future will be assured of the opportunity to 
enjoy the natural beauty of the island as well as the recreational benefits the 
wonderful Padre Island beaches can bring. But if this is to come about, action 
must be taken now. Otherwise, the opportunity will have been lost, and the 
natural beauty of Padre Island will have given way to conventional commercial 
beach uses. 

We strongly urge you to take immediate action to implement the recommenda- 
tions of the National Park Service and the Advisory Board on National Parks, 
Historie Sites, Buildings, and Monuments that a national shoreline area be es- 
tablished on Padre Island. We ask that Padre Island be officially designated 
by the Department of the Interior as a suitable location for such a national shore- 
line area, and that the Department immediately recommend to the Congress that 
it enact legislation which will specifically authorize the establishment of a na- 
tional shoreline area on Padre Island. 

Sincerely, 
LyNpon B. JOHNSON, 
U.S. Senator. 
Joe M. KILGORE, 
Member of Congress. 
RALPH YARBOROUGH, 
U.S. Senator. 
JOHN YOUNG, 
Member of Congress. 


U. S. SENATE, 
OFFICE OF THE DEMOCRATIC LEADER, 
Washington, D.C., September 2, 1959. 
Hon. JAMES E. MurrRay, 
Chairman, Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, Senate Office 
Building, Washington, D.C. 

Deak Mr. CHAIRMAN: AS you are well aware there has been increasing 
concern in recent years over the rapid rate at which the natural shoreline areas 
of the United States have been vanishing. It is generally recognized that un- 
less the Federal Government acts soon to preserve for the American people some 
of the few remaining areas of shoreline wilderness, this aspect of our heritage 
will have disappeared forever. 

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs currently has under considera- 
tion a number of bills which would authorize the establishment of shoreline 
park areas, including S. 4 introduced by Senator Yarborough, which would 
specifically authorize the establishment of a national park at Padre Island, Tex. 
Other bills would authorize the acquisition of shoreline areas, and though they 
are broad enough in scope to permit development at Padre Island, its selection 
would not be assured under the terms of these bills. 

The purpose of this letter is to urge your committee to conduct hearings on the 
question of establishing a national shoreline area on Padre Island and to report 
to the Senate legislation which would insure the preservation of this natural 
wonder. Padre Island, stretching 117 miles along the Texas gulf coast, is the 
longest remaining undeveloped beach area in the Nation. Here at Padre Island 
the United States has its last opportunity to preserve a substantial length of 
beach area in its natural state. 
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The National Park Service has conducted a full investigation of the poten- 
tialities of Padre Island, and both the Park Service and the Interior Depart- 
ment’s Advisory Board on National Parks, Historie Sites, Buildings, and Monu- 
ments have recognized the opportunity at Padre Island and have strongly rec- 
ommended the establishment of a national shoreline area here. If Padre Island 
is to be preserved for future public use and enjoyment, action must be taken 
soon. Otherwise, the island will follow other shoreline areas into conventional 
commercial beach development. 

We believe that the Congress must enact authorizing legislation soon if this 
beautiful wilderness is to be preserved. If at all possible, Congress should act 
on the matter next year. Therefore, we respectfully request that your committee 
hold hearings on this question between the adjournment of the present session 
of Congress and the commencement of the next session. If the committee does 
hold these hearings we recommend that the committee visit the area for on-the- 
spot hearings in order that its members will personally appreciate the wonders 
of nature found at Padre Island. 

We are most anxious that the Congress act on this matter soon, and we know 
that if the members of your committee would visit Padre Island and report their 
impressions to the Senate, the early establishment of a national shoreline area 
at Padre Island would be assured. 

Sincerely, 
LYNDON B. JOHNSON, 
U.S. Senator: 
RALPH YARBOROUGH, 
U.S. Senator. 
JOE M. KiILcore, 
Member of Congress. 
JOHN YOUNG, 
Member of Congress. 


U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS, 
September 7, 1959. 
Hon. Lynpon B. JoHNSoN, 
Majority Leader, U.S. Senate, 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear SENATOR: S. 4, which would establish the Padre Island National Park, 
is pending before our Subcommittee on Public Lands. I am quite confident that 
the subcommittee can conduct a public hearing in Texas on this legislation later 
this year, as you have requested in the jointly signed letter of September 2. 

The matter of setting a definite hearing schedule will, of course, depend upon 
the commitments of our own committee members, and the members of the 
Texas congressional delegation who are most interested in this legislation. I 
hope we can work that out in the near future. I am asking Mr. Callaghan, staff 
director of our committee, to make such arrangements as are necessary. 

Sincerely yours, 
JAMES FE. Murray, Chairman.. 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D.C., September 7%, 1959. 
Hon. Lynpon B. JOHNSON, 
U.S. Senate, 
Washington, D.C. 


DEAR SENATOR JONNSON : Thank you for your letter of September 2, concerning 
the proposed Padre Island National Shoreline Park. 

As you know, on May 13, 1959, we submitted to the Congress, on behalf of the 
administration, a bill to authorize the acquisition of three shoreline areas. Al- 
though we did not specify in that bill the three areas which would be required, 
as you pointed out, the Advisory Board on National Parks has recommended to 
me that Padre Island and other areas are suitable for establishment as shore- 
line national parks. 
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It is my firm conviction that we should first establish the basic principle that 
it is in the public interest for the Federal Government to acquire, by purchase 
or condemnation, private lands for the establishment of such areas. This would 
extend the national park system into a comparatively new field. We believe 
that such action is entirely in accord with the objectives of the national park 
system, and that the Park Service has done an excellent job in its surveys of 
the potential shoreline areas. 

The authority we seek in S. 2010 is quite similar to that bestowed upon this 
Department by the Congress in Public Law 85-883, our saline water demonstra- 
tion plant program. We have indicated that we would have no objection to an 
amendment to 8S. 2010 to require that our selection of sites under that bill, if 
enacted, would be subject to review by the legislative committees of Congress 
and that our selection could be disapproved by joint resolution. 

We urge, therefore, that you support S. 2010, the administration’s shoreline 
national park bill which has bipartisan support in the Congress. There is every 
reason to believe that Padre Island would be established as one of the areas 
under S. 2010, providing the problems involving conflicting land use, such as 
mining and oil and gas, can be resolved. In almost every one of the areas that 
are under consideration, serious problems exist regarding such uses. This is 
one reason for the fact that we have limited our bill to three areas. It is our 
belief that, if these three areas can be established, the favorable and overwhelm- 
ing reaction of the public to them will lead to the elimination of most of the ob- 
jections to the Park Service plans for other shoreline areas. 

Copies of this letter are being sent to Senator Yarborough and Congressmen 
Kilgore and Young. 

Sincerely, 
Frep A. SEATON, 
Secretary of the Interior. 


Senator Moss. We have as our next witness Captain Staley, who is 
here representing Admiral Clifton and the U.S. Navy and who has a 
private statement to submit for the record. Captain Staley. 


STATEMENT OF CAPT. P. C. STALEY, CHIEF OF STAFF FOR THE 
CHIEF OF NAVAL ADVANCE AIR TRAINING, NAVAL AIR STATION, 
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEX. 


Captain Sratry. I am Capt. P. C. Staley, the chief of staff for the 
Chief of Naval Advance Air Training at the Naval Air Station, 
Corpus Christi. The Chief of Naval Operations has asked Admiral 
Clifton to represent him at this hearing and make the following 
statement : 


The Navy has no opposition to a seashore area on Padre Island. We feel cer- 
tain that the citizens of Texas will help us acquire the targets to replace those 
that we now use on that island. 


I ask that the letter of Captain Smith, Acting Deputy Chief of the 

Legislative Affairs, to Senator Murray be placed in the record. 
Senator Moss. The letter will be placed in the record at this point. 
(The letter is as follows :) 


Hon. JAMES EK. MuRRAY, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Mr. CHAIRMAN: Your letter of November 25, 1959, requesting a wit- 
ness from the Department of the Navy at hearings on several bills proposing to 
make portions of Padre Island a national seashore recreation area, has been 
received. 

The Department of the Navy has designated Rear Adm. J. C. Clifton, Chief of 
Naval Air Advanced Training Command, or his designee, as the witness for the 
Department of the Navy. Rear Admiral Clifton, whose headquarters are in 
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Corpus Christi, Tex., is well acquainted with conditions in the Padre Island 
area. 
The Department of the Navy appreciates the efforts of your committee to 
create a national seashore recreation area on Padre Island. 
Sincerely yours, 


T. P.. Suirn, Jr., 
Captain, U.S. Navy, 
Acting Deputy Chief of Legislative Affairs. 
Senator Moss. Thank you, Captain Staley. Our next witness will 
be State Representative Roger Dailey from Houston. Mr. Dailey. 


STATEMENT OF ROGER DAILEY, TEXAS STATE REPRESENTATIVE 


Mr. Daitey. My name is Dailey; my address, 711 Main Building, 
Houston, Tex. Chairman Moss, Senator Yarborough, Congressman 
Young, it is indeed a great pleasure for me to appear here today on 
behalf of Senate bill S. 4 offered by the great and distinguished Sena- 
tor from Texas, Senator Ralph Cacbiroegh. the passage of which 
would provide for the cretaion of a national seashore area on a major 
portion of Padre Island. My comment will pertain to House Concur- 
rent Resolution 16 as adopted by the Ist called session of the 56th 
Legislature. 

I ask that it be printed at this point in the record. 

Senator Moss. It is so ordered. 

(The resolution is as follows :) 


HovusE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 16 


Whereas Padre Island is a magnificent, history-rich, romantic expanse of 
dune and beach that is a priceless Texas heritage; and 

Whereas the sheltered bays, marshlands, and islands along Padre Island are 
especially attractive to all forms of bird life, providing both feeding and nesting 
grounds; and 

Whereas Padre Island is the longest unspoiled natural beach still in existence 
in the United States and the major part of the island is still unspoiled and 
might yet be preserved for public use and enjoyment if steps are taken without 
delay; and 

Whereas Senate Resolution No. 4 introduced in the Congress of the United 
States, would authorize the acquisition by the Secretary of the Interior of a 
part of Padre Island: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the house of representatives, the senate concurring, hereby 
consents to the Congress and the President of these United States for the estab- 
lishment of a national seashore area on that portion of Padre Island situated 
in Willacy and Kenedy Counties between the Port Mansfield Channel and 
Yarborough Pass; and be it further 

Resolved, That the acquisition of such area shall not affect the mineral estate 
in the lands so acquired, nor the right of ingress and egress for the purpose 
of exploring for, developing, processing, storing, and transporting minerals from 
beneath said lands and the waters and bays immediately adjacent thereto with 
the right of housing employees for such purposes; and be it further 

Resolwed, That the lands, spoil banks, easements, or right-of-way owned, leased, 
or otherwise controlled by the Willacy County Navigation District shall not be a 
part of such area; and be it further 

Resolwed, That the State of Texas shall reserve the right to retain concurrent 
jurisdiction with the United States over every portion of the lands so acquired 
so far, that all process, civil and criminal, issuing under the authority of this 
State or any of the courts or judicial officers thereof, may be executed by the 
proper officers of the State, upon any person amenable to the same within the 
limits of the land so acquired as the area for the Padre Island National Seashore 
Area in like manner and like effect as if no such cession had taken place; and, 
reserving further to the State the right to levy and collect taxes on sales of 
products or commodities upon which a sales tax is levied in this State, and to 
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tax persons and corporations, their franchises and properties, on land or lands 
deeded and conveyed under the terms of the resolution to the U.S. Government, 
the right to vote at all elections within the counties in which said land or lands 
are located, upon like terms and conditions and to the same extent as they would 
be entitled to vote in such counties had not such lands been deeded or conveyed 
as aforesaid to the United States of America; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Federal Government be and is hereby requested to study 
the need for access highways from the north and south mainland to the island 
and park, such roads being of prime importance to the public. 

Mr. Damrey. The House Concurrent Resolution 16, which was co- 
sponsored with State Representative Minton Murray, of Harlingen, 
Tex., gave Texas consent to the establishment of a national seashore 
area on Padre Island. This resolution passed both houses of the State 
legislature with overwhelming majorities and was signed by the Gov- 
ernor of Texas, the Honorable Price Daniel. 

Chairman Moss, at this time I would like to introduce to the com- 
mittee some of the members of the Texas House and Senate who helped 
me in securing the passage of this resolution. I would like to intro- 
duce, if I may, Senator Robert Baker, of Houston. Bob, will you 
stand up. I believe Senator Dick Wood, of Tyler, is in the audience 
and I would like to introduce him if he is here. I see State Repre- 
sentative Ben Glusing, of Kingsville; State Representative George 
Preston, of Paris; State Representative Pete La Valle, of Texas City ; 
and I believe State Representative Ronald Bridges, of Corpus Christi, 
is in the audience. 

And I would like to express my appreciation to Senator Bruce 
Reagan, of Corpus Christi, and Senator Hubert Hudson, of Browns- 
ville, in assisting in the passage of this resolution. I notice also that 
the attorney general’s office of Hon. Will Wilson is in attendance, Mr. 
Jim Rogers is in the audience and I notice that a representative of Mr. 
Alcorn, of the general land office, is here. I would also like to intro- 
duce Mr. Jack Hiberson. All of these people have been very instru- 
mental in helping me secure the passage of this resolution. 

Now I would like to discuss several qualifications contained in 
House Concurrent Resolution 16. One paragraph of these qualifica- 
tions is reserving to Texas certain rights of civil and criminal process 
of taxation and voting, and they were taken from the laws creating 
Big Ben National Park and I assume that the committee would have 
no objection to the inclusion of this provision in the final draft of 
the Senate bill No. 4. Another qualification concerned is the mineral 
estate under the proposed area which will be discussed more fully by 
other witnesses. Two other qualifications is the size of the proposed 
area and the exclusion of a certain area covered by the Willacy County 
Navigation District to be omitted altogether. eas concurrent reso- 
lution suggests that the southern boundary of the proposed area be the 
Port Mansfield Channel and, west to the Willacy County Navigation 
District and the north boundary be the southern boundary of Klee 
County, an area of approximately 50 miles. However, let me hasten 
to add that this should be considered in the nature of a suggestion and 
of secondary importance to the consent of the State of Texas, to its 
creation and development of a national seashore area on Padre Island. 

As a matter of fact, at the time of the passage of House Concur- 
rent Resolution No. 16, there was considerable support to have the pro- 
posed area extend from the south boundary of Nueces County to 
within 5 to 10 miles of the southern end of Padre Island, an area of 
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some 90 to a 100 miles. And in this connection I had no doubt that 
the preponderance of the opinion at this time in the State of Texas, 
including the State government of the State of Texas, have some, have 
proposed an area as large as possible. And it, and if at some further 
time this committee feels that a supplemental resolution or legislation 
is needed to correspond with this committee’s idea after the manner 
and method of creating a national seashore area on Padre Island, I 
will be only too happy to assist in any manner possible in securing 
supplemental legislation. 

Another paragraph of this resolution deals with the necessity of 
access roads to the area which I am sure will be an important part of 
the overall project and will be considered by both State and the Na- 
tional Government. 

That is, that concludes my testimony and I welcome and am very 
grateful for the opportunity to appear. I think I missed Mr. Ray 
Rodman of the Texas Highway Department, I believe he is in the 
audience and I would like to introduce him. And I want to apologize 
for missing Senator Bruce Reagan of Corpus Christi, too. Thank 
you, sir. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. Dailey. Will you remain there just 
a minute; Senator Yarborough has a question he would like to ask. 

Senator Yarsorouen. Mr. Dailey, you are the authority of the reso- 
lution from the Texas Legislature granting consent to the creation of 
Padre Island National Seashore Area ? 

Mr. Dattry. Yes, sir. 

Senator Yarsoroueu. The resolution passed and it provides for a 
50-mile park there ? 

Mr. Datrry. Yes, sir. 

Senator Yarsoroucu. Since that has been granted, I believe you 
told me that, did you not, that there were only about two people that 
you heard of who objected to extending it further south and it was at 
a special session and that there was very little objection to making it 
about a hundred miles long, but to get a unanimous consent, you ac- 
cepted the 50 miles at that time. 

Mr. Dattry. Yes, that states the situation fairly. The primary ob- 
jections of course, came from the private developers on the island, but, 
taking Texas as a whole, I would consider the opposition to the length 
of the island, as to whatever nature the committee suggests, the op- 
position would be very very minor, very minute. ‘ 

Senator Yarsorouen. I take it from your earlier statement that 
you are optimistic about the possibilities of legislation in Texas grant- 
ing consent to a hundred-mile-long park. 

Mr. Dattry. Yes, sir, very much so. 

Senator Yarsoroucu. For a seashore area ? 

Mr. Datrry. As a freshman member, if there had not been a ma- 
jority of the people in Texas and the members of the house and senate 
really working together, I doubt if I could have gotten it through. 

Senator Yarsorouven. I want to congratulate you as a freshman 
member or any member of the Texas Legislature who was able to spon- 
sor and lead in the passage of a resolution through both houses and 
signed by the Governor creating a seashore park the first time it was 
ever offered in the legislature. Congratulations to you. 
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Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. Dailey. We are pleased to have had 
Mr. Dailey aboard on the flight this morning when we flew down ~—s 
Padre Island and looked at it from the air. He has great interest an 
has done fine work on this park. 

Bob Eckhart, State representative, is scheduled to testify, but he is 
not here at this time. 

Senator Moss. Frank D. Quinn, of the Texas State Parks Board, 
will give the presentation for that board. Mr. Quinn. 


STATEMENT OF FRANK D. QUINN, MEMBER, TEXAS STATE PARKS 
BOARD 


Mr. Quinn. Chairman Moss, Senator Yarborough, Congressman 
Young. I am Frank Quinn, of the Texas State Parks Board. I have 
prepared a statement which I will submit for the record although I do 
want to hit one or two highlights. 

First, I would like to introduce a number of the Texas State Board 
who are here with me this morning. 

Senator Moss. Please do. ’ 

Mr. Quinn. We have Mr. Carter King, our vice chairman from 
Albany, Tex; Mr. Lynn Murray, from Brownsville, Tex.; Mr. Ray- 
mond Dilland, from Mexia, Tex.; Mr. Ed Killman, veteran of the 
Houston parks in Houston, Tex.; and Mr. Bill Collins, our director- 
secretary. _ ! 

At a meeting of the Texas State Parks Board, held in Corpus 
Christi, Tex., on December 14, 1959, the following resolution was 
adopted by unanimous vote: 

Whereas the Texas State Parks Board recognizes the great recreational value 
of Padre Island and the need for preserving this area for the use and enjoyment 
of future generations; and 

Whereas unless immediate action is taken to acquire Padre Island for public 
park purposes, its development will be taken over by private interests, to the 
exclusion of the general public: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Texas State Parks Board recommends and urges that 
Congress enact legislation authorizing the establishment of a national seashore 
area on Padre Island in accordance with the plans and recommendations of the 
National Parks Service. That resolution was passed unanimously and signed by 
J. Carter King, Jr., vice chairman, and Bill M. Collins, elected secretary. 


Thank you. 

Senator Moss. Thank you. 

Mr. Quinn. In addition to that I am not going to read this one, but 
I do want to get it in the record. It was my personal statement be- 
fore I knew for sure that the Texas State Parks Board would be here 
and I am happy that they were. I just want to say that for the past 
20 years the Texas State Parks Board has been dealing directly with 
the National Parks Service through Director Conrad Wirth and other 
Directors. We have always found them to be fully cooperative, never 
bureaucratic, and more than sympathetic for the projects of the State 
of Texas. In fact, except for the National Parks Service and the 
CCC camps, the State of Texas would have no parks system at present. 
So, those are my remarks and we appreciate the opportunity of ap- 
pearing before you. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. King. Your prepared statement 
will be printed in full at this point in the record. 
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(The statement is as follows :) 


PREPARED STATEMENT OF FRANK D. QUINN, Corpus CHRISTI, TEX. 


I am Frank D. Quinn, a member and former chairman, of the Texas State 
Parks Board. I am appearing officially as a member of the Texas State Parks 
Board and also, as a citizen and taxpayer of Texas. I have been connected with 
the State parks of Texas for 20 years. We are very much interested in having 
a national park on the gulf coast; Padre Island is ideal. It takes a long time 
to develop a national park. We will have to take it step by step the same as 
we did the Big Bend National Park. It was a big job but worth thousandfold 
the efforts put forth by the people of Texas and the Nation, with expert tech- 
nical assistance of the National Parks Service. The Texas State Parks Board 
is on record for Padre Island National Park and has been for many years. I 
will read you just one page of facts from the National Parks Service report: 


“FACTS 


“Facts briefly describing the Padre Island area are listed as follows: 


“Location : Between Corpus Christi and Port Island. 

“Length: 98 miles. 

“Width: From ¥ to 2 miles. 

“Area: 100,000 acres. 

“Access: Causeway at Corpus Christi and at Port Isabel. 

“Population: 50-mile radius, 42,576 ; 100-mile radius 724,155. 

“Beach: Excellent. 

“Dunes: Good to poor. 

“Vegetative cover: Sparse, no trees. 

“Biologic values: Birdlife outstanding. 

“Historical values: Important. 

“Sport fishing: Excellent in surf and offshore. 

“Present use: Chiefly grazing; developments and county park at each cause- 

way. 

“Acquisition problem: Appears favorable, except that mineral rights may be 
difficult to obtain.” 

All of us know about the vanishing shoreline. We must acquire now and 
develop as rapidly as possible for the future. Mr. Conrad Wirth, Director Na- 
tional Park Service and several members of his staff are here at this hearing. 
His Department, which is under the Secretary of Interior, has the final authority 
insofar as making recommendations is concerned. 

Reports and technical studies have been made on this area; recommended 
and approved by the National Park Service with high priority but as far as I 
know no definite action has been taken. 

I have been informed that adjustments can be made regarding oil rights and 
that State may retain royalties. I have been working with the National Parks 
Service for 20 years, including the Civilian Conservation Corps for which we 
have to thank them for our present system of State parks. 

I have found the National Parks Service to be fully sympathetic and coopera- 
tive at all times, never bureaucratic, and it is my definite conclusion that the 
State of Texas would and should cooperate with the U.S. Government to the 
fullest extent in the acquisition of this area, which presents Texas with a 
golden opportunity to preserve the largest unspoiled seashore playground in 
the entire Nation, not only for this generation but for all future generations. 
It is my sincere hope that in studying this most worthwhile project, you will 
seriously take into consideration the greatest good for the greatest number, not 
only from the standpoint of recreation, but the preservation of a part of our 
country’s natural heritage. 

Even from a strictly commercial standpoint, which we are sometimes inclined 
to overemphasize, there is a potential of millions of tourist dollars which should 
appeal to the private developers who will be welcomed rather than excluded. 

And one last word—it is my hope that the requirements of the National 
Parks Service, which in my opinon have never been unreasonable, should be 
met to their satisfaction. 


Senator Moss. Our next witness is Mr. Robert M. Jackson, who is 
editor of the Corpus Christi Caller-Times. Mr. Jackson. 
















ee WS ee Ne 


_- 


PADRE ISLAND NATIONAL PARK 29 


STATEMENT OF ROBERT M. JACKSON, EDITOR, THE CORPUS 
CHRISTI CALLER-TIMES 


Mr. Jackson. Thank you, Senator. I have some excellent editorials 
from the Marshall News Messenger, the Abilene Reporter-News, and 
the Big Springs Daily Herald, which I would like to submit to the 
committee for its consideration. 

Senator Moss. They will be printed at the conclusion of your state- 
ment. 

Mr. Jackson. My statement is rather brief. I know the committee 
is racing against time but as the first citizen, or that is the first private 
citizen here that has been permitted to testify, I hink I would be remiss 
if I did no repeat the welcome that was extended officially to you, 
Senator Moss, and the gratitude that I know is felt by all Corpus 
Christi citizens for your taking the trouble to come down here at 
this season of the year and conduct this hearing. We are very grateful 
not only to you, sir, but to Mr. Wirth, and the other Federal officials 
that are here. 

Less than 200 years ago our ancestors founded this Nation in the 
midst of a primitive wilderness of great forests, grassland prairies 
and untouched seashores. Today the great American frontier is al- 
most a memory. Outside of our national parks only a few unspoiled 
areas remain. 

One of the factors in this changing picture of our natural resources 
which is disturbing to some of us interested in conservation is the 
increasing rapidity with which the transition is taking place. Within 
this room are persons not yet aged who have seen with their own eyes 
vast areas of primitive wilderness which looked much as it did when 
the first explorers viewed it. Yet within a matter of decades the un- 
touched areas have shrunk alarmingly. 

Padre Island is one of these few remaining unspoiled areas. 

The Corpus Christi Caller-Times, of which I happen to be the editor, 
has campaigned for many years for action to help preserve for pos- 
terity this undisturbed seashore. 

During this generation a number of proposals have been made to 
establish some sort of public recreation area on at least. a portion of the 
115 miles of Gulf of Mexico beach fronting Padre Island, extending 
from Corpus Christi Pass to the Rio Grande. Lack of a definite plan 
for development prevented any of the proposals from gaining any 
substantial public support. Today only small parks at the north and 
south extremities of the island have been set aside for the public. 

The proposal to establish a national seashore area on Padre Island 
has had an immediate and favorable response from many organiza- 
tions and individuals in Texas as well as in other States. Here for the 
first time is a definite plan that the public can understand and support. 

Now I have heard some criticism that the residents of south Texas 
have not been the most enthusiastic supporters of a public recreation 
area on Padre Island. This can be explained by the fact that they take 
for granted the beautiful island beach. They visit and enjoy the 
beaches as a matter of course and tend to forget the possibility that 
private of commercial development may some day deprive them of 
what they now consider their right. 
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But the establishment of a national seashore area on Padre Island 
cannot and should not be justified on local or regional grounds alone. 
A subcommittee of the U.S. Senate would not be here just 
to consider a project that would benefit only Corpus Christi or south 
Texas. You are rightly interested in a plan that offers unique rec- 
reational opportunities for all the people of the United States. 

In 1937, the Federal Government created a 47,000-acre sanctuary 
north of Corpus Christi, the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge. It 
is the last winter sanctuary for the whooping crane, North America’s 
tallest bird, which has been threatened with extinction. Americans 
from all parts of the country have visited the refuge and marveled 
at the abundance and variety of its wildlife. A national seashore 
area on Padre Island appears to be a logical extension of the same 
farseeing thought that led to the creation of that. 

If a national seashore would be of more pleasure and benefit to the 
residents of one section of the United States than to others, it would 
seem that those millions who live in the vast central portion of the 
United States would gain the most from it. 

The State and Federal Governments are now engaged in an ambi- 
tious extension of a modern highway system connecting this with other 
States. One of the principal Federal-State highway arteries is In- 
terstate 37, which will have its terminus in Corpus Christi. When 
construction is completed, Corpus Christi, the gateway to Padre 
Island, will be readily accesssible to America’s heartland. Millions 
of people living in Omaha, Des Moines, Chicago, Indianapolis, Cin- 
cinnati, St. Louis, Kansas City, Louisville, Oklahoma City, Wichita, 
and Memphis, to name but a few of the population centers, will have 
direct. access—by superhighway—to Padre Island National Seashore 
Area. If this plan is adopted they will come. They will bring their 
families. They will enjoy what the National Park Service has des- 
cribed as a beach recreation area “of a type unmatched by any other 
area along the Atlantic or gulf coasts.” 

Five years ago the National Park Service made a survey of the 
Atlantic and gulf coasts and compared it with the results of a simi- 
lar survey made 20 years earlier. 


For the most part it represented the ghosts of departed opportunities— 
the report concluded. 


The seashore is a priceless resource for which there is no substitute. Once sub- 
divided and developed, it is lost forever. * * * 


I urge this committee to recommend favorably the establishment of 
a National Seashore Area on Padre Island. Then our children can- 


not say that we have left them to preside over the ghosts of a departed 
opportunity. 


Thank you, gentlemen. 
Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. Jackson, for that excellent state- 


ment. You, sir, were one of those Texans who have made me feel 
so welcome here and in greeting me upon my arrival. 


(The editorials presented by Mr. Jackson are as follows :) 
[From Abilene Reporter-News, Dec. 13, 1959] 


SavE PaprRe ISLAND 


The development of superhighways and sprawling airports and the tendency 
of cities to edge farther and farther into the countryside, with an accompanying 
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spreading out of waterworks and sewer farms, have alarmed a great many 
people over the prospect of our dwindling potential in the matter of National, 
State, and municipal park developments. 

Vast areas of cropland have disappeared, and from shining sea to shining 
sea the encroachment of commerce, industry, and real estate development right 
up to the water’s edge has begun to deprive millions of their free access to the 
beaches. 

One of the finest undeveloped recreational areas still open to national de- 
velopment is Texas’ storied Padre Island, just off Corpus Christi. On Monday 
of this week, in Corpus Christi, a U.S. Senate subcommittee will examine the 
proposition of preserving Padre Island as one of the last unspoiled beaches in 
the country for the use and benefit of untold generations to come. 

Citizens’ groups throughout Texas, and a number of national groups including 
the National Audubon Society are backing the Padre Island proposal. It has 
every advantage of climate, natural endowment, accessibility and convenience, 
and its development as a national seashore area now is of vital importance if 
we are not to see our great natural recreational assets dissipated and wasted by 
ruthless private exploitation. 

Padre Island is 115 miles long, but the exact area to be developed remains 
to be decided. Present plans call for a highway down the west side with an 
adequate number of access roads, but special care is planned to preserve as 
much of its wild beauty in its natural state as possible. 

But action now must be swift and decisive. Here’s hoping the Senate subcom- 
mittee lends an attentive ear to the proponents of the plan, and starts the 
necessary governmental machinery to rolling to snatch Padre Island as a brand 
from the burning, before it, too, is engulfed by progress. 


[From Marshall News Messenger, Dec. 11, 1959] 
PADRE ISLAND 


Establishment of a national seashore area on Padre Island offers an op- 
portunity to preserve for this and future generations one of the last unspoiled 
beaches in the United States. Texans have a special interest in this project, but 
every American would benefit from it. 

The proposal will be examined in detail Monday in Corpus Christi, when a 
U.S. Senate subcommittee holds a hearing on the subject. 

Citizen groups throughout Texas, as well as a number of national groups, 
including the National Audubon Society, are being mobilized in favor of the 
seashore plan, 

The U.S. Department of the Interior has recommended that Padre Island be 
included among four seashore areas to be acquired by the Federal Government. 
The size of the area to be acquired has not been determined, being subject to 
later negotiation. 

The overall plan would include a paved road down the western side of the 
115-mile-long island with frequent access roads leading eastward to the gulf beach. 
With the exception of a park headquarters building and some shelter areas, the 
island and its beaches would be preserved in its primitive state. Some of the 
finest beach fishing in the United States would be reserved for public use. 

The great American frontier is now almost a memory. Our national parks 
and a few existing seashore areas will give our descendants their only glimpse 
of America as it was before the coming of the white man. 

The opportunity must be seized to preserve the natural beauty of Padre Island 
for all the people of the United States for today and tomorrow. 


{From Big Spring (Tex.) Herald, Dec. 11, 1959] 
RounDING OvuT A PUBLIC PARK PLAN 


Areas of great beauty, uniqueness, and utility have been preserved in the 
Southwest as national parks. As a result, generations to come will be able to 
enjoy the national forests of New Mexico, the caverns at Carlsbad, and the 
rugged Big Bend territory almost in their primitive state. 

Now there is a possibility that this foresight can be extended and provide a 
balanced park program by setting aside Padre Island off Corpus Christi as a 
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national park. A U.S. Senate subcommittee meets in Corpus Christi Monday to 
study such a proposal. 

We have mountains, streams, trees, and canyons in our parks, but we do not 
have a great stretch of public beach unspoiled by the encroachments of a litter- 
bug civilization. 

The U.S. Department of the Interior has recommended that Padre Island be 
included among four seashore areas to be acquired by the Federal Government. 
The size of the area to be acquired has not been determined, being subject to 
later negotiation. The overall plan would include a paved road down the 
western side of the 115-mile long island with frequent access roads leading east- 
ward to the gulf beach. With the exception of a park headquarters building 
and some shelter areas, the island and its beaches would be preserved in its 
primitive state. Some of the finest beach fishing in the United States would 
be reserved for public use. 

The great American frontier is now almost a memory. Our national parks 
and a few existing seashore areas will give our descendants their only glimpse 
of America as it was before the coming of the white man. The opportunity 
must be seized to preserve the natural beauty of Padre Island for all the people 
of the United States for today and tomorrow. 


Senator Moss. Our next witness is Cecil Burney. He represents 
the Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce. Cecil also has been 
most hospitable. He drove me all around the city last night and 
showed me a great deal of the area of Corpus Christi which I was 
not familiar with before this visit so I appreciate his hospitality. 
We will hear his testimony now. 


STATEMENT OF CECIL BURNEY, CHAIRMAN, LEGISLATIVE 
COMMITTEE, CORPUS CHRISTI, TEX., CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


Mr. Burney. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I appear as chairman 
of the legislative committee of the Corpus Christi Chamber of Com- 
merce. I must again welcome you to the port of the bay and to the 
great State of Texas. The chamber of commerce is a broad-based 
organization serving the business community of this area and has 
taken a great interest in this project. In order to ascertain the feel- 
ings of the membership of the Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce 
and the citizens who are represented thereby, a survey has been made 
to ascertain the feeling of the membership. Accordingly, I am able 
to report to you today on the results of that survey. 

First of all the response to this survey was very enthusiastic and 
a greater number of replies were received than ever before. The first 
question that was asked for an opinion was about the principle of 
having a public park on Parde Island accessible to the present cause- 
way from Flour Bluff to Padre Island and it was overwhelmingly 
passed by a 179 to 26 that the membership endorsed that proposal. 
Secondly, the question of whether we should endorse the project 
and specify that part of the island, that part of the island that should 
be repaying for private development, it was voted 154 yes. Thirdly, 
the question of whether we should specify that the entire island should 
be made a national park or seashore project, only 27 voted yes for 
it. The question of whether we should oppose any proposal to cre- 
ate either a national park or a seashore resort, only 26 were in favor 
of opposing the proposal, and finally, the question was whether specify 
as has been recommended by some sources that we will endorse the 
project in whole or in part only provided it will not affect the Navy’s 
operation in any way, 150 voted yes on that. 
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I have before me here the actual questionnaires and I will file them 
with the committee and as a result of this survey, the board of direc- 
tors of the chamber of commerce adopted a resolution on the 10th day 
of December, endorsing the principle of establishing a national sea- 
shore area on Padre Island, recognizing the need of reserving some 
portions of the island for private development and, if essential, some 
areas for the Navy. We are delighted to be able to join with the 
others in endorsing this project. I welcome you again to our city. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. Burney. The resolution will be 
printed at this point in the record and the questionnaires will be 
filed as part of the committee’s file and may be referred to by the 
committee. = 

(The resolution is as follows :) 

At the regular monthly meeting of the board of directors of the Corpus 
Christi Chamber of Commerce held Thursday, December 10, 1959, the follow- 
ing resolution was adopted by unanimous vote: Be it 

Resolved, That the Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce endorse the prin- 
ciple of establishing a national seashore area on Padre Island, recognizing the 
need of reserving some portions of the island for private development and, if 
essential, some areas for the Navy. 

Senator Moss. Our next witness is County Judge Noah Kennedy, 
of Nueces County. 


STATEMENT OF NOAH KENNEDY, COUNTY JUDGE, NUECES 
COUNTY, TEX. 


Judge Kennepy. Senator Moss and Senator Yarborough, I have 
here a very brief statement of my own accompanied by 22 resolu- 
tions from local groups, which I would like to ask permission to file 
in the record. 

Senator Moss. These resolutions will be printed in the record in 
some appropriate place, perhaps as an appendix. The staff will de- 
cide later. You may proceed with your statement. 

Judge Kennepy. Thank you. Padre Island, Tex., is an object 
of natural beauty unsurpassed anywhere in the world, and we who 
live near it and know of its beauty would like to share it with the rest 
of the Nation. The major portion of the island is undeveloped— 
completely untouched by the hand of man. It exists today, as it has 
for untold centuries, as a sand barrier off the coast of Texas composed 
of rolling dunes and clean wide beaches. Even though certain areas 
near to Padre Island have become highly developed and populated, 
even to the extent of becoming some of the most progressive areas 
of the Nation today, Padre Island is as wild and seemingly remote as 
it ever was. At night coyotes ascend the dunes to bay at the moon 
and up and down the 110-mile stretch of uninhabited beach are wrecks 
of ships abandoned by man to the elements. 

In addition to its natural beauty, Padre Island also has historical 
significance to this area and to the entire North American Continent. 
Its name is derived from the fact that original title to the island was 
given to Padre—Father—Nicholas Balli by King Charles IV of Spain 
about the beginning of the 19th century. The famous pirate, Jean 
Lafitte, was known to have operated from Padre Island during part 
of his career and is reputed to have buried treasure there. The Span- 
ish explorer, Cabeza de Vaca, was shipwrecked on Padre Island in 
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1529 and he wrote at length of his experiences and observations while 
on Padre Island, including reports of the activities of the cannibalistic 
Karankawa Indians. 

In 1553, a fleet of ships containing 2,000 Spaniards sailed from 
Spain and the bulk of the fleet was wrecked off Padre Island. Only 
300 of the passengers lived to reach shore where all but two were killed 
by Indians. In 1687, La Salle cruised in the latitude of Padre Island 
and sent a party of men ashore to search for fresh water and to hunt 
ducks. 

In a more modern period of history, Padre Island served as a route 
over which Capt. Ben McCulloch and his Texas Rangers guided the 
U.S. Army into Mexico, and the island served as a base for smuggling 
operations during the Civil War. 

I am happy that the members of this committee were able to take 
a trip down Padre Island. It is far better that your committee see 
Padre Island for themselves than it is that you hear me talk about it. 
In addition to what you have seen, however, please permit me to sub- 
mit a matter which is unseen, but not unknown, and which is, I think, 
an important consideration in determining whether a seashore area 
in this part of the gulf coast is wise. I speak of the desire of the local 
people for such a seashore area, and the support they will give it. 

I submit herewith a number of resolutions endorsing and request- 
ing such a project. These resolutions represent the voices of bodies 
of government, civic and service clubs, labor organizations, religious 
groups, and others. In asking for this evidence of support, I received 
no opposition whatever. 

Similar support has been given to the creation of a seashore area 
on Padre Island by the people of other countries and you will, or 
already have, received evidence of such support under separate cover. 

By such resolutions our people have said that they want a sea- 
shore area, on Padre Island and the measure of preservation of this 
portion of our natural heritage which will result, and that they will 
support such an undertaking and do all that is within their power to 
make it a success. 

We realize the need for national parks, wilderness areas, and sea- 
shore areas. We know that the key phrase of such an undertaking 
is “preservation in its natural state.” As our population continues 
to expand our land areas will, to use a figure of speech, correspondingly 
shrink in area. It is important to us as a Nation that future genera- 
tions, as yet unborn, should be able to see certain areas of our Nation 
as they were when our Founding Fathers came to this continent. 
Our natural heritage is second in importance only to our spiritual 
heritage. Believing this, and believing further that Padre Island 
ranks with any area in the Nation as an important part of our natural 
heritage, we most respectfully request the preservation of some por- 
tion of Padre Island as a national seashore area. Thank you, sir. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Judge. 

Senator YarsnoroucH. Judge Kennedy, I want to congratulate you 
on your history research on this. Liking details of adventure I con- 
gratulate you on your research into the explorers and pirates and 
others who have been along that island and stayed on it for periods 
of time. I want to try to get into that category with a few Presidents 
of the United States who probably have been there, according to the 
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Library of Congress. Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United 
States, and Chief Justice William Howard Taft are each known to 
have commented on the good fishing off Padre Island, and it is 
thought from that that they had fished there; they didn’t say they 
had, they were commenting only as fishermen, and they commented 
on the fine fishing off of Padre Island. Of course, General Taylor 
passed through this country on his invasion route to the south in the 
war with Mexico and Captain Grant was one of the lieutenants serv- 
ing under him then. Both served this country as Presidents after 
their sojourn here in Corpus Christi where they were exploring the 
supply routes down to Mexico. And I am advised that young Lt. 
George Meade went down in a boat and took soundings along the 
Laguna Madre to see if they could send supplies down through the 
Laguna Madre. Later on he was a commander of the Union forces 
and was at Gettysburg. So quite a number of distinguished Ameri- 
cans have seen and visited that island. I might mention that on the 
other side from Gen. George Meade, that an Admiral Sills, of the 
Confederate State of Alabama, brought his ship, A/abam, into these 
waters and the waters of Galveston Island and in January of 1863 
sank a Union war vessel of heavy tonnage. He came up in the bay 
within 200 yards, or was only discovered 200 yards away and sank 
the other ship in a very, very few minutes before they could get their 
guns trained. So history mentions many historic personalities who 
have been to Padre Island since De Pineda first mapped it in 1519. 
Congratulations on this excellent statement. 

Judge Kennepy. Thank you. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Judge Kennedy. The next witness is 
Mr. McGehee of Cameron County. 


STATEMENT OF ALBERT S. McGEHEE, DIRECTOR OF PARKS AND 
CAUSEWAY, CAMERON COUNTY, TEX. 


Mr. McGrner. I am Mr. McGehee. Senator Moss and Senator 
Yarborough, I would like your permission to read the official state- 
ment of the Cameron County Park Board into the record. 

Iam Albert S. McGehee, director of parks and causeway for Cam- 
eron County, Tex., a position which I have held continuously since 
March 1, 1954. I am authorized to represent the Board of Park 
Commissioners of Cameron County, Tex., in presenting to you today 
a resolution and statement supporting the establishment of a national 
seashore recreation area on Padre Island, Tex. 

The Board of Park Commissioners of Cameron County, Tex. (here- 
inafter for brevity sometimes called park board), is a seven-member 
appointive board, authorized by State statute, and charged thereby 
with the duty of developing, operating, and maintaining an island 
park system for Cameron County, Tex. As an additional important 
duty, the park board is charged with the operation and maintenance 
of Queen Isabella Causeway by contract with Cameron County. The 
citizens of Cameron County showed their faith in the future of Padre 
Island when they voted by a margin of 6 to 1 a $2,750,000 revenue 
tax bond issue for the construction of this causeway which connects 
the island with the mainland at Port Isabel, Tex. In addition to 
that, the same conclusive margin was given on the $850,000 tax bond 





36 PADRE ISLAND NATIONAL PARK 


issue for initial island park development in Isla Blanca Park, the 
first of three parks to be developed under Cameron County’s long- 
range program. ’ Lance 

The park board’s thinking is indicative of the thinking of the gen- 
eral public in Cameron County, Tex., with reference to the establish- 
ment of a national seashore recreation area on Padre Island. 

The supporting resolution of the park board reads as follows: 

Be it resolved, That the Board of Park Commissioners of Cameron County, 
Tex., favors the establishment of a national seashore recreational area on 
Padre Island, Tex., as provided by the several Senate and House bills filed for 
that purpose, subject to agreement between the State of Texas and the Federal 
Government. 

In formal action, the commissioner’s court of Cameron County, Tex., 
has concurred in this resolution. 

The establishment of a national park or seashore area on Padre 
Island has been dreamed and discussed in Cameron County for many 
years, but only after the issuance of the “Vanishing Shoreline” report 
of 1955 by the U.S. Department of Interior, did the realization dawn 
that here in our own backyard was a natural resource which should 
be conserved, at least in part, for the enjoyment of generations to 
come. Since 1955, the park board has talked with all who would 
listen about the Padre Island seashore, preparing for the time when 
we could express ourselves in a “local interest” hearing such as this. 

The park board is in accord with the basic concept of the national 
park system to conserve sections of the undeveloped and unspoiled 
seashores of the Nation as a part of our national, natural heritage. 

To borrow from recent remarks of Secretary of the Interior Fred 
Seaton, and directed to Mr. Wirth’s department: 

Today we find ourselves in the midst of a “population explosion,” a greatly 
increased lifespan, increasing leisure time, and greater mobility of people. 
The frontier is going. There is stiff competition for land, for water, and for 
the resources of both. Such demands are intensifying with alarming rapidity. 
In the light of these developments on the national scene, there is every reason 
to believe that the next 5 years or 10 years constitute critical years if we are 
to add what we need to our heritage of scenic, historic, and cultural treasures 
for the use and enjoyment of the greater and largely urbanized population of 
the future. * * * Because of the situation which America confronts in this 
respect, I ask you * * * in the National Park Service * * * to give high priority 


to a program of studying and identifying areas which should be preserved for 
the enjoyment and inspiration of all the people of America. 


And to quote Conrad Wirth, Director of the National Park Service: 


If the shoreline habitats now provided are allowed to disappear under the 
spreading waves of modern development, the plants and animals associated 
with them will suffer irreparable harm. In these highly significant shoreline 
regions, Americans of this and future generations could relax and could enjoy 
the mystic workings of nature. As in the national parks already established, 
the wilderness qualities which remain along our seacoasts would receive a fair 
measure of the protection they deserve. Great scientific as well as cultural 
and spiritual values are involved. Every American has a stake in the future 
of our seashore conservation program. 


The Census Bureau tells us there will be 200 million population in 
the United States by 1975, possibly 30 million by the year 2000. Only 
by the use of tremendous vision and bold execution can we be prepared 
with recreational reserves for the generations to come. 

The pattern of today’s progress and growth is one of hopscotch 
and leapfrog. Where such growth happens is not necessarily where 
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it has been planned. The result is that long before our recreation 
areas are all used up, they may be all chopped up. 

The lure of the ocean shore draws new millions every year. This 
rush to the sea is constantly abetted by higher incomes and shorter 
working hours. Our improving road systems steadily bring more and 
more areas and populations within commuting range of the seashore. 
As a prime example, in 20 years, attendance on New York State park 
beaches has increased from 5 million to 61 million persons annually. 
Present seashore facilities, already inadequate, will be smothered by 
increased attendance unless additional recreation areas are provided. 
We are reminded that there is presently only one area of the type we 
discuss here, in the national park system, sist that is the recently dedi- 
cated Cape Hatteras National Seashore Recreation Area on North 
Carolina’s outer banks. 

According to statistics the South has about two-sevenths of our 
present national population. And the region in general is growing, 
populationwise, industrywise, and recreationwise. 

We feel that the south Texas gulf shoreline is eminently suitable 
as the location for a national seashore recreation area. Padre Island 
is the longest island or barrier beach in the United States and affords 
the longest stretch of undeveloped seashore remaining in America. 
In its “Field Investigation Report, Padre Island, Tex.,” February 
1959, the National Park Service says: 

So outstanding are the features of Padre Island that it has been recognized 
to be of national significance and worthy of preservation for public use and 
enjoyment. 

Padre Island lies in the middle ground, at the southern extremity 
of the geographical east-west centerline of the United States. There 
are only 725,000 people living within a hundred-mile radius of it. 
But the 9,300,000 people of Texas are well aware of Padre Island as 
are an increasing number of people from every one of the United 
States, Canada, and Mexico. How far will people go to visit the 
seashore? You find the answer at any of the salt-watering places 
along the south Texas coast. Visitors from 42 of the 50 States and 
several foreign countries have crossed Queen Isabella Causeway to 
Padre Island from Port Isabel in a single winter season. Since the 
Port Isabel causeway was opened to traffic in February 1954, we have 
crossed over 940,000 vehicles carrying in excess of 3 million persons 
to visit Padre Island, these in addition to the heavier traffic on the 
causeway near Corpus Christi. From February 14, 1954, the date the 
causeway was opened to traffic, to February 14, 1955, total traffic 
amounted to 117,811. Between February 14, 1958, and February 14, 
1959, traffic increased to 195,621. 

The significance of Padre Island as a national seashore recreation 
area is further enhanced by its proximity to the Republic of Mexico. 
The exchange of tourists, abetted by the work of the International 
Good Neighbor Council, has become an integral part of normal life 
in this heterogeneous border area. Surely the fact that Padre Island’s 
southern terminus is within 25 miles of Brownsville, one of the 
Nation’s only fourway border points, by sea, truck, rail, and air, will 
play an important part in the ultimate decision. 

The mean average temperature on Padre Island is 71° plus. 
While the major population centers of the Nation are “snowed under,” 
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the south Texas area, along with Florida and southernmost Cali- 
fornia, enjoys comfortable temperatures. Could that be one of the 
major reasons why more and more people as well as our feathered 
friends flock to this area such year, and why the National Park Serv- 
ice declares that the island is rich in avifauna ? 

We would not pretend that all our motives are induced by the 
desire to preserve an area of Padre Island, undeveloped and un- 
spoiled with all its natural, cultural, and historic aspects, for gener- 
ations to come. In this area of south Texas known as the lower 
Rio Grande Valley of Texas, we are awakening to the value of a size- 
able tourist economy now. A national seashore recreation area on 
Padre Island will add another most important and valid reason for 
people the Nation over to visit and become acquainted with us. 

There is tourist producing magic in the arrow-shaped emblem of 
the National Park Service. We feel that the workable combination 
of their “know-how” and the friendliness and sincere hospitality of 
south Texas are the necessary ingredients to make Padre Island 
National Seashore Recreation Area an area where millions of people 
will come today to learn the preservation of yesterday for the gener- 
ations of tomorrow. Because we believe in the idea of national pres- 
ervation of a part of our seashore recreation resources, because Padre 
Island is rich in those resources, and because of its geographic loca- 
tion, year-around climatic conditions, proximity to Mexico and draw- 
ing power as a tourist attraction, we feel that the establishment of a 
national seashore recreation area on Padre Island would be in the 
public interest. 

Attached hereto, and enhancing this supporting brief, are resolu- 
tions of several organizations who join us in support of the establish- 
ment of a national seashore recreation area on Padre Island. 

If I may, Senator, I would just like to mention the names of these 
groups; I will not read the rest. 

Senator Moss. You may do so but the resolutions will be printed 
at some appropriate place in the record. 

Mr. McGeuer. I would also request that the record show the fol- 
lowing members of the Board of Park Commisisoners of Cameron 
County as being present at the hearing in support of the proposition 
in hearing as expressed by me: O. M. Longnecker, Jr., Brownsville, 
Tex., Stewart Adkins, Port Isabel, Tex., and Bryan Long, San Benito, 
Tex. I have here a resolution from Port Isabel, Tex., Chamber of 
Commerce, from the village of Laguna Heights, Tex., from the San 
Benito Chamber of Commerce, a telegram from the Mercedes, Tex., 
Chamber of Commerce and Board of City Development, a resolution 
from the city of Weslaco, Tex., a resolution from the five Texas 
Chamber of Commerce, Pharr, a telegram from the mayor and Cit 
Council of McAllen, Tex., a resolution from the city of Kingsville, 
Tex., and a resolution from the lower Rio Grande Valley Chapter of 
the American Institute of Architects. Thank you. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. McGehee. 

Our next witness is Judge Oscar C. Dancy, of Cameron County, 
and then our next witness to follow him will be Oscar Longnecker of 
Brownsville’s Chamber of Commerce. Judge Dancy. 
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STATEMENT OF OSCAR C. DANCY, COUNTY JUDGE OF CAMERON 
COUNTY, TEX. 


Judge Dancy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My statement is short 
and I especially call your attention that I support the statement that 
has just been made and the one that is to follow by Mr. Longnecker. 

Senator Moss. Fine. Thank you. ) 

Judge Dancy. My name is Oscar C. Dancy. I am county judge 
of Cameron County, Tex.; and, with the exception of 2 years’ “invol- 
untary vacation” in 1933 and 1934, have been such county judge 
since November 13, 1920. Perhaps I should state that in Texas, in 
general, the office of county judge is more of an administrative, 
rather than a judicial office. This especially applies in counties 
the size of Cameron, which as I understand is ninth in population 
and wealth in the entire State. 

I should mention that the county judge is a county commissioner at 
large, in that he represents the entire county, not just one of the four 
precincts, and is chairman of the board. 

And I am duly authorized by my court, of which I am chairman, 
to appear before your honorable body and present a resolution which 
was unanimously adopted by the commissioners court of said county, 
with all members present, on Tuesday, December 1, 1959. You will 
note that the court adopted and approved and declared as its own, the 
resolution of the seven men comprising the park board of said county, 
previously passed by them. 

And I, in turn, wish to state that I have carefully read and studied 
the brief as presented by Mr. Albert S. McGehee, director of parks 
and causeway in Cameron County, Tex.; and also I have carefully 
studied the brief as submitted by Mr. Oscar M. Longnecker, secre- 
tary-manager of the Brownsville Chamber of Commerce, and I wish 
to approve and adopt both of said statements in toto, just as written. 

The statements are not only true and correct, but are very conserva- 
tive facts relating to Padre Island. 

In June 1924, under the leadership of the late Honorable D. E. 
Colp, then chairman of the park board, I, with several others, made 
a trip to and over said island. I was enthused at its possibilities, and 
ever since have been trying to promote the development of said island. 

Under the leadership of the commissioners court, of which I am 
chairman, but under the special leadership of the late A. D. Bowie, 
a member of said court from the San Benito Precinct, I think that 
Cameron County has already made great steps in promoting the de- 
velopment of said island. 

We have voted bonds in the sum of $2,750,000, and I wish to ad lib 
and state that those bonds while revenue bonds are also underwritten 
by taxes; in other words the people of Cameron County will have 
to pay taxes for it, and spend the money for a causeway from the 
mainland at Port Isabel to said island ; and $850,000 in park bonds, as 
set forth in the statement of Mr. McGehee. His statements are cor- 
rect and conservative. We carried these bond issues overwhelmingly. 

I want to ad lib here and state that all told Cameron County has 
put in, including—they didn’t add it in here, we issued time warrants 
and put a $3 million road up the island—all told we’ve put in approxi- 
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mately $4 million, and we are fixing, laying the predicate to spend 
about a half a million dollars more. 

I will not take the time of this honorable committee to in effect re- 
state the briefs as filed by Messrs. McGehee and Longnecker. 

The resolution of my court was unanimously passed on December 
the 1st. I will leave out the preliminaries. 

Resolved, That the Board of Park Commissioners of Cameron County support 
the various bills in Congress to establish a national seashore area on Padre 
Island subject to agreement between the State of Texas and the United States. 

We certainly trust both the State and the National Government 
to do what is right and we will back them to the limit. 

And the same being duly considered by the court, the court is unanimously of 
the opinion that said resolution should be unanimously adopted and approved as 
the position of the said commissioners court of said county. Premises considered, 
it is decreed, adjudged and ordered by the court that the above and foregoing 
resolution is in all respects approved and adopted as the position of the Com- 
missioners Court of Cameron County in the matter referred to. 

Said Commissioner Red R. Hunt moved the passage of the foregoing resolu- 
tion, which was duly seconded by Commissioner Tony Tamayo, Jr., and the 
same being considered and the question being called, all members of the court 
including the county judge voted in the affirmative and none voted in the negative 
and said resolution was declared to have unanimously carried. 

All members of the court put their signature to that and here is 
the certified copy which I am filing. 

I wish to ad lib here since I came and since I moved over there and 
am sitting by Mr. Quinn, my good friend Mr. W. L. Neilon, has got a 
file here showing that my court 23 years ago went on record and were 
working with the late James V. Allred, Governor of Texas, Judge 
Allred, Governor Allred, then Governor, who died recently and was 
one of the finest Governors that Texas ever had and one of the finest 
officials IT ever met. Now, Mr. Chairman, I want to say in conclusion, 
in behalf of the nearly 200,000 progressive citizens of Cameron 
County, I want to thank you in behalf of all these for coming and 
showing the interest to come to Texas to hear this. Ive been going 
to Washington—pardon the slang expression, but we have a saying 
down there in that southernmost southern county in the United States 
that both God and Washington are far off, and I’ve been going to 
Washington I think before the, before the boards and before commit- 
tees for years and years and more years, and this is the first time you’ve 
ever come to Texas, and let me again thank you from way down at the 
bottom of my heart. 

Senator Moss. Well, thank you, Judge. 

Senator Yarsorouen. Judge Dancy, I’ve just been handed this file, 
this record of the work done in 1936. Senator Moss and the others 
will be able to see all of this record and the resolutions passed by the 
commissioners court and the city council and civic clubs and other 
bodies in 1936, covering the creation of a park on Padre Island. And 
we have here the resolutions of the Commissioners Court of Cameron 
County signed by you, Judge Dancy, 23 years ago. And we also have 
here the Hidalgo County resolution, Refugio County, and other 
counties in this area. This is no time to cry over spilt milk, but I do 
want to state from the facts what opportunities, what great oppor- 
ace which are before Texas and the U.S. Government at this time 

ere. 


Padre Island is located— 
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I am reading now from the 1936 resolutions that are in the possession 
of Mr. Frank Quinn with the State parks board— 


Padre Island is located on the southern coast of Texas and is approximately 
120 miles long; it extends from a point opposite Corpus Christi to a point 
opposite Brownsville, comprising an area of approximately 100,000 acres and 
has about 120 miles of perfect sand beach. 


I will skip on down to the next portion. 


The Texas State Parks Board holds contracts to purchase the north 90 miles 
of said island, approximately 90,000 acres for an agreed consideration of 
$400,000 if, if said board can make satisfactory arrangements with the owners 
of the southern 10,000 acres of the island, said acreage will become a part of 
Padre Island Park; agreements have been made between the State Highway 
Commission of Texas and said park board by virtue of which the State highway 
commission will locate and build from the point hereinafter termed a causeway 
to connect the north and the causeway to connect the southern part of Padre 
Island with the mainland; agreements have been made with the National Park 
Board and State parks board by virtue of which sufficient funds will be supplied 
by the National Park Board for the development of Padre Island for use as a 
national park. 


In the interest of time with the many witnesses who are here I won’t 
read the rest but, fellow Americans, we owe, in the light of this lost 
opportunity, which was one of the greatest lost opportunities in the 
history of the people of this State and of the national park system, 
and I think of this Nation, we ought not to again lose what is now our 
last chance to acquire Padre Island for a great national seashore area. 

Judge Dancy. I think that belongs to Mr. Neilon, I know he will 


Senator YarsoroucH. Mr. Neilon. 

Judge Dancy. I want to make a further statement. I went over 
into this in 1924 and you know I’ve been mad at the fellow I saw in 
the looking glass because I couldn’t sell it until Mr. A. D. Boeye, a 
man I appointed on the court, got on the scene and he did more than 
anybody else to do what we’ve done. He’s in his grave, and I feel 
better knowing that just that goes into the record. — 

Senator Moss. Thank you very much, sir. 

Mr. Brit Netwon. Senator Yarborough, may I say a word? Iam 
Bill Neilon, and I negotiated the contracts with Jones for the $400,000 
at the request of Mr. Dave Carver, and that is what was mentioned 
in there. I also negotiated with the State parks board and the State 
highway department for two causeways, one at the Rio Grande Valley 
and one at the north end, all that was to have been taken care of but, 
unfortunately, we got oi] in Laguna Madre. 

Senator Moss. Thank you very much for that statement. This is 
not a new innovation. It’s indicated here that this is net something 
that has recently arisen but that for a long time you people here and 
ow have been considering the creation of a park on Padre 

sland. 

Oscar Longnecker, of Brownsville Chamber of Commerce, will be 
our next witness. I might announce that we intend to run this hear- 
ing until approximately 12:30, and we will then have a noon recess. 

Mr, Lonenecker. Senator Moss and Senator Yarborough, I would 
like to present my statement but I would like to have the resolution 
of my organization placed in the record. I am simply stating the 
conclusion of the resolution at the end of my dissertation. 


Senator Moss. The entire resolution will be printed in the record at 
the conclusion of your remarks. 
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STATEMENT OF OSCAR M. LONGNECKER, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
AND MANAGER, BROWNSVILLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


Mr. Lonenecker. I am Oscar M. Longnecker, Jr., executive secre- 
tary and general manager of the Brownsville Chamber of Commerce, 
Brownsville, Tex., having served in that capacity since January of 
1945. I am also a member of the board of park commissioners of 
Cameron County, Tex., which is in charge of the operation and main- 
tenance of the county causeway from Port Isabel to Padre Island, 
and of the county park situated at the south tip of Padre Island, 
having served as its secretary-treasurer since the formation of the 
board under State statute. I am appearing in this hearing on behalf 
of the Brownsville Chamber of Commerce in support of the proposi- 
tion that a national seashore area be eabablinhsd and developed on 
Padre Island, and have been so authorized by a resolution adopted by 
the board of directors on December 3, 1959, a copy of which is pre- 
sented with this statement. 

The Brownsville Chamber of Commerce, which represents the busi- 
ness and civic interests of Brownsville, has been interested in the 
development of Padre Island as a recreation area for many years, 
and was active in the areawide promotion that began in 1941 and 
resulted in the building of a causeway by Cameron County from the 
mainland to the island in 1952. 

The four-county area lying along the Mexican border in south Texas 
and known as the lower Rio Grand Valley has long been a winter 
resort area attracting several hundred thousand tourists annually, 
principally from a belt of Middle Western States extending from 
Texas to the Canadian border and including most of the Canadian 
Provinces. These people are made up, for the most part, of farmers 
and retired persons of moderate income who travel South during 
the winter months to escape the rigors of winter in the North. They 
are in this area from mid-October until Easter, and our tourist regis- 
tration statistics show them to spend a per capita average of 50 days 
in the area. Surveys by Cameron County show them to be the major- 
ity of patronage enjoyed on Padre Island during January, February. 
and March. 

Statistics at the Brownsville Chamber of Commerce show there 
were 34,000 visitors in Brownsville alone in the 1958-59 season. 
Registrations showed visitors from 35 States, Washington, D.C., 
Canada, and Alaska. These people will make use of a national sea- 
shore area on Padre Island in the winter months because they enjoy 
the mild climate, and being inland residents from middle western 

arts of the country they are specially attracted to the seashore which 
is a novel and unique experience for many of them. 

During the 1958-59 administrative year our chamber of commerce 
information department handled 9,759 mail inquiries for information 
about the area and distributed 15,374 information folders in answer 
to those requests and to the requests of travel bureaus and agencies in 
the North. Brownsville is but 1 of some 25 communities in the lower 
Rio Grande Valley area. This shows an interest on the part of an 
even greater number of potential visitors whose interest was suffi- 
ciently strong to write for information about the area. Some 6 weeks 
ago this department answered 2,000 individual mail inquiries for in- 
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formation within 1 week, which shows a growing interest in this area 
as a resort. 

Since completion of the causeway to Padre Island by Cameron 
County our chamber of commerce has noticed an increasing number 
of summer tourists each year who call at the chamber of commerce 
office for information. Until the Padre Island resort development 
there was virtually no summer tourist traffic except that which moved 
into and out of Mexico. The traffic referred to here is made up of 
summer vacationers who are interested in the gulf beach. 

Brownsville is situated at the terminus of U.S. Highways 77, 281, 
and 88; is an important highway gateway to Mexico; and is on the 
shortest paved highway route to Mexico City for 70 percent of the 
population of the United States. This population lives east of U.S. 
Highway 77 which runs virtually straight south from the Canadian 
border to Brownsville on the Mexican border. The Brownsville route 
to Mexico is becoming very attractive and popular with American 
motorists. The U.S. Immigration Service has pointed out that the 
traffic through the Brownsville port of entry to and from Mexico is 
growing at the rate of 10 percent per year. These facts are brought 
out to suggest that a large year-around volume of tourist travel is 
presently flowing through this area en route to and from Mexico, 
which would travel through, utilize, and enjoy a national seashore 
area on Padre Island, and many more thousands would be drawn to 
such a recreation development. A roadway from one end of Padre 
Island to the other, which doubtlessly could be expected to be a part 
of the development of such an area, would be a special attraction to 
vacationers and travelers who would thrill to a 117-mile drive over- 
looking the Gulf of Mexico. 

We believe that Padre Island offers a longer season of enjoyment 
and recreation to vacationers than any other section of beach in the 
country. Throughout the mild winters the beach is attractive to 
winter visitors from the northern sections of the country, offering the 
Gulf of Mexico surf for bathing and fishing at a year-around average 
temperature of 69.2°. These people are interested in the mild, warm 
climate, while thousands of vacationers will come to the coast in the 
summer months to enjoy Padre Islands’ cool breezes. A national sea- 
shore area on Padre Island will enjoy a year-around continuous 
patronage, quite different from many of our western national parks 
whose seasons cover approximately the few months between June 1 
and Labor Day. 

A national seashore area on Padre Island will draw a great deal of 
its patronage from outside the State of Texas. Data supplied by the 
Texas State Parks Board on yearly attendance in the State parks 
shows a quarter of a million out-of-State visitors. It must be pointed 
out that many of the State parks are not well developed and are not 

ublicized to any great extent to attract out-of-State visitors. If our 
tate parks attract tourists from other States in this volume, a national 
seashore area on Padre Island, bearing the magic charm of being a part 
of the national park system, will draw millions of Americans to the 
clean sands and warm waters of the Gulf of Mexico. So we predict 
that funds expended by the National Government to develop Padre 
Island will not be money spent exclusively for the benefit of Texans, 
52401—60—_4 
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but will be enjoyed by many more people from throughout the United 
States. 

Our Brownsville Chamber of Commerce wants to join with the 
many communities, civic organizations, and government representa- 
tives of south Texas in urging favorable consideration of Padre Island 
for the location of a national seashore area by the Senate Interior 
and Insular Affairs Committee, and that the Congress of the United 
States enact legislation to develop it as one of the areas to be desig- 
nated. 

And now the conclusion of our resolution, the board of directors 
of Brownsville Chamber of Commerce favors the establishment of a 
national seashore area on Padre Island as provided by the several 
Senate and House bills which have been filed in Congress, subject to 
agreement between the State of Texas and the U.S. Government. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. Longnecker. The entire resolution 
will be printed in the record at this point. 

(The resolution is as follows :) 


RESOLUTION OF THE BROWNSVILLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


Whereas this chamber of commerce has been interested in the development 
of south Padre Island into a recreation area for many years: and 

Whereas this chamber of commerce supported the promotional efforts of the 
civic organizations of the area for the construction by Cameron County of a 
causeway from Port Isabel to the south end of Padre Island and the subsequent 
bond elections which provided funds to build the said causeway and to develop a 
park and recreation area to stimulate public use of the causeway; and 

Whereas upon hearing of studies made by the National Park Service on Padre 
Island, this chamber of commerce went on record in August 1958, as favoring the 
establishment of a national park on Padre Island and sent its manager to consult 
with the regional office of the National Park Service at Santa Fe, N. Mex., and 
to inquire what it might do to expedite the development of a national park on 
Padre Island; and 

Whereas the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, 
and Monuments, by resolution on April 22. 1959, recommended that the Secretary 
of the Interior report favorably on the bills then in Congress intended to set 
aside portions of various areas, including Padre Island, stipulating that they 
should be created as shoreline areas as distinguished from national parks; and 

Whereas Senate bill No. 4, among the other bills entered in the Senate, and 
House bill No. 9090, among other bills entered in the House of Representatives, 
would authorize and create a national seashore area on Padre Island; and 

Whereas the Texas Legislature has authorized consent to the establishment 
of a national seashore area on Padre Island and Texas’ formal consent was given 
when Gov. Price Doniel signed a resolution of the Texas Legislature; and 

Wheres the Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs will hear tes- 
timony at Corpus Christi, Tex., on December 14 and 15, 1959, regarding the es- 
tablishment of a national seashore area on Padre Island: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the board of directors of the Brownsville Chamber of Com- 
merce, Brownsville, Tex., duly assembled on the 3d day of December 1959, favors 
the establishment of a national seashore area on Padre Island, Tex., as provided 
by the several Senate and House bills which have been filed in Congress, sub- 
ject to agreement between the State of Texas and the U.S. Government. 

Be it further resolved, That the secretary-manager of the Brownsville Cham- 
ber of Commerce be authorized to prepare a brief in support of the establishment 
of a national seashore area on Padre Island and present same to the Senate 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs at its hearing on the matter in the 
city of Corpus Christi, Tex., on December 14 and 15, 1959. 


(Subsequently, the following communication was received from Mr. 
Longnecker. It was ordered placed in the record at this point :) 
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BROWNSVILLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
Brownsville, Tex., January 28, 1960. 
Senator JAMES BE. Murray, 
Chairman, Senate Interior and Insular Affairs Committee, 
Washington, D.C. 


(Attention: Senator Frank E. Moss, in charge of hearing at Corpus Christi, Tex., 
on December 14, 1959.) 


Dear SENATOR Moss: I presented a statement and submitted a resolution from 
the Brownsville (Tex.) Chamber of Commerce in support of the proposition of 
establishing a national seashore area on Padre Island in the hearing by the 
Senate Interior and Insular Affairs Committee at Corpus Christi, Tex., on 
December 14, 1959. 

Since that hearing one of the newspapers in this area published a story ana- 
lyzing the “Field Investigation Report, Padre Island, Tex., February 1959” of the 
Nationai Park Service. The newspaper has, among other things, placed empha- 
sis on the following excerpt on page 22 of the report, “To preserve the island’s 
primitive character, it would seem wise to keep the central portion of the island 
roadless. In other portions, a road system behind the barrier dunes would 
provide access to the beach without intruding upon the natural scene.” 

This publicity has caused some organizations in this area to change their 
positions of supporting the park to opposing it. The writer was concerned that 
this might become a general trend, and wrote to Congressman Joe M. Kilgore to 
ask for a clarification of this statement in the report by the National Park 
Service and to state whether a roadway through the park from north to south 
is contemplated. 

In its letter replying to Congressman Kilgore’s inquiry the National Park 
Service refers to “the organic act of 1916 which directs that those areas shall 
be administered as to ‘conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects 
and the wildlife therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such 
manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of 
future generations.’ Our objective, therefore, is to provide for public use with 
a minimum of disturbance of the natural scene. The foregoing is a general 
statement, application of which to a Padre Island national seashore would have 
to be given consideration by our planners after such an area is authorized by the 
Congress. This is forecast in our February 1959 report on Padre Island where 
it was recommended that the primitive scene be retained in the central section 
(preferably roadless) while allowing access to the beach by road at other points 
in both the northern and the southern sections. This kind of preliminary think- 
ing should not be considered as immutable. It is the expression of what seems 
desirable to those making the study.” The last sentence is interpreted to mean 
that no through roadway is contemplated. 

The writer has been a leader in the promotional phase of building the cause- 
way and developing the south end of Padre Island. Throughout his experi- 
ence with it, extending back to 1941, a roadway the entire length of Padre 
Island has been a long range objective and considered essential to the ultimate 
development at both ends. 

Since the record of the Corpus Christi hearing is to be closed on February 1, 
I want to reserve the right to withdraw the support of the Brownsville Chamber 
of Commerce from the proposition of establishing a national seashore area on 
Padre Island if through traffic from end to end is to be barred by such 
establishment. 

Respectfully, 
O. M. LoNGNECKER, Jr., 
Hzeeutive Secretary-General Manager. 


Senator Moss. I have a telegram addressed to me, by Maj. J. A. 
Hockaday, city of Port Isabel, Tex. Reading, “City of Port Isabel 
enthusiastically in support of the plans for establishing a national 
seashore recreation area on Padre Island, Tex.” 

Our next witness will be Mrs. Ann G. Hunter of the Texas Federa- 
tion of Women’s Club from Dallas, Mrs. Hunter? 

Senator YarsoroueH. Mrs. Hunter was here this morning, Senator 
Moss, but apparently she has gone back to the hotel. I told her she 
would not be heard before noon. 
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Senator Moss. Judge Tom Brookshire of Kingsville, Kleberg 
County. Judge Brookshire? 


STATEMENT OF TOM BROOKSHIRE, FORMER COUNTY JUDGE, 
KLEBERG COUNTY 


Judge Brooxsnire. I am Tom Brookshire from Kingsville, Tex., 
formerly county judge of that county, and immediately after the com- 
letion of the two causeways at the southern terminus of Padre 
sland I introduced a resolution in my court asking the Kleberg 
County to appropriate money to buy a section of Padre Island fac- 
ing the Gulf of Mexico, which would have given the people a park 
of 1 mile in length facing the Gulf of Mexico. 

In 1928 some 31 years ago, I was fortunate enough to take a trip 
of 8 months’ duration in which I visited all the national parks and 
monuments of the western part of the United States and Canada. 
And during that trip I encountered many, many primitive condi- 
tions in our national parks. Mr. Wirth, during the recent years, I’ve 
had an opportunity to revisit some of these parks and I want to com- 
mend the Department of Public Parks of the United States for 
this splendid work that they are doing in maintaining our national 

arks. 

~ Biologically all animal creatures come from the ocean; man once, 
or the ancestors of man, once occupied our seas; I had that amply 
demonstrated to me during this 1928 visit. On the northern ter- 
minus of the United States, of the continental United States, at 
that time the State of Washington had a very primitive State park. 
There were people there from the prairie Provinces of Canada visiting 
in that little park on the seashore; they, that after traversing the 
country over which they came to reach the sea, I was sure, if not 
before, that man naturally is inclined to revisit his birthplace, the 
birthplace of the human race. Because with the primitive roads— 
many of them were one-way roads crossing two ranges of mountains, 
one the Rockies, the other the Coastal Range, especially coming down 
the Peace River where the precipices were sometimes 2,000 feet deep. 
And with one-way roads when you meet those people, those farmers 
from the prairie Provinces, and they were so afraid of those roads that 
they’d say when you’d meet one on one of these narrow ledges, he’d 
say “Won’t you please back up and give me the right-of-way.” I 
knew that people that traversed those roads were interested in sea- 
shores, so tweak like to ask this committee to report to the Con- 
gress of the United States that they establish this national seashore 
preserve here for the future generations of the United States that all 
people of this country can enjoy it, and I would like to also ask this 
committee to recommend to the Congress of the United States that 
they not be parsimonious in allocating this area, make it the entire 
length of this island if it is at all possible because you and your 
descendants will be proud if you do that. If you only give us, the 
people of the United States, 50 miles of this wonderful island that 
I’ve had the privilege of camping on it before any of it was ever 
spoiled by any habitation, and it’s a wonderful area for recreations 
of all kinds, and for the people of the whole United States, and you 
and your descendants will be proud that you had a part in the 
development of this area. Thank you. 
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Senator Moss. Thank you, Judge Brookshire. We will call Mrs. 
O’Neal Ford, of San Antonio, and following her Mrs. Ethel Harris, 
of San Antonio, prior to our lunch recess. 


STATEMENT OF MRS. 0’NEAL FORD, SAN ANTONIO, TEX. 


Mrs. Forp. I am Mrs, O’Neal Ford from San Antonio, Tex., and I 
am extremely grateful that you call me before lunch because I have 
four children, and I am supposed to pick them up this afternoon in 
San Antonio. 

_ The San Antonio Conservation Society is a vigilant, vigorous organ- 
ization of over 1,200 members in San Antonio. We have adopted on 
December the 10th a resolution in favor of the Padre Island National 
Park site, and we are very, very grateful to be here today to add this 
resolution to your record. I did want to say at this time that I felt 
it was most appropriate that at this Christmas season all of us who 
have left our busy whirling lives to gather together to hear testimony 
concerning Padre Island National Park, which, when it becomes a 
reality, will be the greatest gift of natural wilderness-type beauty, and, 
if I may coin a word, un-Miamied commercialism that all of us could 
leave to our descendants. Let’s not let any modern Laffitte rob our 
children’s children of their unique and precious heritage. Thank you 
Mar much. 

enator Moss. Thank you, Mrs. Ford. 

(The resolution is as follows :) 

DECEMBER 10, 1959. 

Be it resolved, That— 

Whereas the San Antonio Conservation Society, now over 1,200 members, has 
worked for the proper preservation of the historic heritage and natural beauty of 
our great State of Texas; and 

Whereas S. 4 proposed by Hon. Senator Ralph Yarborough provides for the 
establishment of Padre Island National Park, approximately 117 miles of one 
of the few remaining unspoiled and uncluttered seashore beach areas on the 
entire coastline of our country, and an area steeped in the historic lore of our 
early days from the time of the Karankawa Indians to the Spanish and French 
explorers, for the recreation and enjoyment not only of all the people of Texas 
and of the Nation as a whole, but for visitors attracted to this beauty spot from 
all over the world: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the San Antonio Conservation Society in regular meeting 
assembled does wholeheartedly endorse 8S. 4, the Padre Island National Park 
bill, and that copies of this resolution be sent to Senator James Murray, chair- 
man, Interior and Insular Affairs Committee of the U.S. Senate, Texas Senators 
Ralph Yarborough and Lyndon Johnson, and Texas Representatives John Young, 
Joe Kilgore, and Paul Kilday of the U.S. House of Representatives—and that they 
be urged to do all possible for the passage of legislation to create the Padre 
Island National Park; also finally, be it 

Resolved, That we are deeply grateful for these farsighted efforts to save for 
all time and all people part of our natural national heritage. 


Senator Moss. And now Mrs. Ethel Harris. I understand that 
both Mrs. Ford and Mrs. Harris are past presidents of the San An- 
tonio Conservation Society. 


STATEMENT OF MRS. ETHEL HARRIS, SAN ANTONIO, TEX. 


Mrs. Harris. Sir, I am Mrs. Ethel Harris, a member of the San 
Antonio Conservation Society, and we were appointed to come here 
and show our great interest in this movement. I have no speech to 
make but only that I, for many years, have been manager of the San 
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Jose Mission which is a State park and a national historic site, and I 
just would like to at this time say that I have never worked with more 
dedicated, a more dedicated group of people than the National Park 
Service and I know that, I know that no group in the world would 
be better qualified to take care of the Nation’s resources than the 
National Parks Board. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mrs. Harris. Now we could spend an- 
other 10 minutes if there are people who would like to be heard and 
have very short testimony. I will be glad to stay in session that 
much longer. 

Mr. Micuets. Come forward and give your name and identifica- 
tion here. I will be glad to hear you at this time. 


STATEMENT OF WILLIAM N. MICHELS, SECRETARY, HOUSTON 
PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION CORPORATED 


Tam William N. Michels of Houston. I am secretary of the Hous- 
ton Property Owners Association Corporated. I have a statement 
here which in effect endorses the movement for a national park on 
Padre Island. I will ask that it be incorporated in the record. 

Senator Moss. The entire statement will be printed in the record. 
You go ahead and make any comment you wish. 

Mr. Micuets. We do hope that some small portion of the island 
will be left for private development. We do not believe that the Gov- 
ernment, the Federal Government should engage too much in the 
land acquisition program. We understand now that the Federal Gov- 
ernment owns 20 or 24 percent, I am not sure of the total, land area 
of the United States, and that is—that’s quite a large bit of territory, 


so we do hope that some small portion of the island will be left for 
private development. We also do hope that any rights the State of 
a may have in this matter will be fully protected. Thank you, 
enator, 
Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. Michels, we are glad to have your 
testimony. 


PREPARED STATEMENT OF WILLIAM N. MICHELS, Houston, TEx. 


I believe that Padre Island should be preserved as a national seashore and 
that no further developments should be permitted there. A national seashore 
on the undedveloped part of the island would preserve its natural beauty and 
recreational opportunities and prevent the possibility of tremendous loss of 
life and property damage in the event of a hurricane. 

It is obvious, if one stops to think about it, that national status for the island 
offers the only hope of preserving its beauty and all of its recreational educa- 
tional values. So long as the beaches have only a few homes on them, a home 
at the seashore is ideal for those who enjoy that sort of thing, but most beach 
developments will soon mean a home every 100 feet or even every 50 feet. When 
all those homes are built, the dunes are destroyed and the wild spaciousness of 
the seashore is gone. Except for the water, it is like a city street but without 
the conveniences of the city. A skyscraper hotel would have even less to offer, 
so far as seashore pleasures are concerned. There would undoubtedly be a 
picture-window view of the sea, if one is fortunate enough to be located on the 
right side of the structure, but the beach might prove to be a bit crowded. 
Beach developers advertise the wild, romantic appeal of sand and surf but they 
fail to mention how little beauty is left after development gets underway. 

If Padre were a national seashore, its beauty would be preserved for everyone 
and for all time. Hotels and motels would still be needed but they could be 
built on the mainland. Developers could still make their millions and hotel 
guests and townspeople would all be able to enjoy this fabulous seashore. 
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My second point is that homes, hotels, and motels, and other tourist conven- 
iences would be infinitely safer if built on the mainland rather than on the island. 
There have been some very destructive hurricanes and there will be more. Struc- 
tures along the beach are extremely vulnerable to both wind and wave damage 
in the case of gulf storms. 

Some 50 years ago, there were many homes and some large resort hotels at 
Caplen near what is now Gilchrist. The gulf storm of 1915 destroyed that area 
and the hotels have never been rebuilt. Another hurricane caused the loss of 
many lives at Galveston in 1900. Since then a great seawall has been built to 
protect Galveston, but it would be extremely costly to build seawalls all along 
the coast. If they were built, there would be no natural seashore. 

At Cameron about 2 years ago the people were warned but many refused 
to leave their homes until it was too late to leave; more than 300 lives were lost. 
If there were homes and tourist accommodations on Padre, the same thing could 
happen, but if the area was a national seashore, the island could be evacuated 
at the first threat of a storm because visitors would have no particular reason 
to stay and ride out the storm. 

Developers minimize the dangers of hurricanes but that’s all a part of making 
a million from the sale of beach property. Once they have sold off their acre- 
age, they move on to other developments and the beach owner is left to cope 
with the problems of erosion and the dangers of hurricanes. Many a beach 
owner has learned his lesson the hard way. 


Senator Moss. Is there anyone else with a short statement who 
would like to be heard now before the luncheon recess ? 

Mr. Joun D. McCatt. Yes, sir. 

Senator Moss. Would you like to come forward, sir? 

Mr. McCatu. I think I can finish in about 7 minutes, that’s all. 

Senator Moss. Seven minutes? All right, we will be glad to hear 
you. You may proceed. 


STATEMENT OF JOHN D. McCALL, DALLAS, TEX. 


Mr. McCatx. My name is John D. McCall. I am a lawyer and 
reside in Dallas, Tex. At this hearing I am appearing for six com- 
panies which own land on Padre Island, situated in the counties of 
Nueces, Kleberg, Kenedy, and Cameron. They are: Padre Island 
Development Co., Padre Island Land & Cattle Co., Laguna Madre 
Corp. "3 Baffin Bay Corp., South Padre, Inc., and Padre Island Invest- 
ment Co. 

I am a stockholder in all of these corporations. We own no min- 
eral rights in the land. Subject to certain limitations mentioned in 
this statement, I am appearing in favor of the proposed legislation. 
I understand that the subcommittee has before it other bills on the 
subject and that each of them includes or might include approval of 
a national seashore area on Padre Island in Texas. Obviously, with 
the same limitations I am favorable to any such legislation. 

We have assembled a few figures from tax data and survey material 
in our office. They are by no means exact but are believed to be 
approximately correct. Padre Island, situated in five counties, com- 
prises approximately 135,000 acres and extends from a point opposite 
Corpus Christi to the southern tip of Texas for a distance of about 
115 miles. 

In Nueces County, the topmost county, the island extends along 
the gulf some 314 miles and contains about 4,000 acres. Except for 
some 200 acres heretofore sold as building sites and lots, and except 
for rights-of-way and a county park dedicated by the owners, all of 
the island situated in Nueces County is owned by our companies. 
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Padre Island in Kleberg County, adjoining Nueces on the south, 
extending along the gulf for about 22 miles, contains about 27,500 
acres. We own an undivided one-half interest in approximately 25,800 
acres—94 percent—of the land in this county. 

Padre Island in Kenedy County, adjoining Kleberg County on the 
south, extending along the gulf for about 48 miles, contains about 
72,500 acres. We own an undivided one-half interest in approximately 
58,000 acres—80 percent—of the land in the county. 

Padre Island in Willacy County, adjoining Kenedy County on the 
south, extending along the gulf for about 14 miles, contains about 
17,780 acres. Weown no land in this county. 

Padre Island in Cameron, the southernmost county, adjoining 
Willacy County on the south, extends along the gulf about 28 miles 
and contains about 13,670 acres.. We own an undivided one-half in- 
terest in 3,500 acres—24 percent— of the land in the county. 

Now I would like to comment on the Senate bill 4. It would like 
to comment on some specific provisions of Senate bill 4. It is assumed 
that before the legislation is reported out it will undergo a slight 
technical amendment so as to provide for the establishment of a 
national seashore area instead of a national park. 

Senator YarsoroueH. I intend to offer such an amendment, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. McCat. It is noted that section 1 provides “that the Secretary 
of the Interior shall not exercise any authority under the provisions 
of this act unless and until the State of Texas by appropriate legis- 
lative action has consented to the establishment of such park.” Pre- 
sumably, the committee has been apprised of the action taken by the 
Legislature of Texas, that was told to you this morning, the resolution, 
and I have a copy of the resolution and I believe it’s already been filed. 

Senator Moss. It is now. 

Mr. CatnaGcuan. I don’t believe so. 

Senator Moss. Perhaps you had better submit the resolution at this 
time, as I am not sure it is in the record. 

Mr. McCatu. Let me make the statement that one has presumably 
been sent to the committee and the committee has been apprised of 
the action, the action taken by the Legislature of, Texas, through 
House Concurrent Resolution No. 16, signed by the Governor on June 
24,1959. A copy of this resolution is being filed with the request that 
it be considered along with this statement. 

Senator Moss. Fine. Thank you. 

Mr. McCatu. The resolution grants the consent of the State of 
Texas for the establishment of a national seashore area on Padre 
Island. Its consent is restricted, however, to that portion of the 
island situated in Willacy and Kenedy Counties between Port Mans- 
field Channel and Yarborough Pass. Also there is the specific reser- 
vation that the acquisition of such area shall not affect the mineral 
estate in the lands so acquired, including within the reservation of 
rights those of ingress and egress for the purpose of exploring for 
developing, processing, storing, and transportating minerals, etc. 

As suggested in the early part of this statement, this witness does 
not own or represent the ownership of any mineral interests on Padre 
Island. The testimony before the legislative committees on the con- 
sent resolution in Texas indicated interest highly adverse to any inter- 
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ference with the orderly development of petroleum, gas, and related 
minerals on the island. Witnesses for one of the oil companies indi- 
cated an estimated minimum of $75 million value of these mineral 
rights and that the State of Texas has a direct financial interest in a 
part of the oil and gas exploration since it participates through re- 
tained royalty interests. SoI believe the committee might well accept 
at face value that limitation which was imposed by the Texas Legis- 
lature. Testimony was given at the legislative hearings that one 
company is now paying the State about $12,000 per day for oil, gas, 
and distillate runs from the island and the lagoon. There was sub- 
stantial testimony before the Texas Legislative Committee that all of 
these mineral rights can be exercised without any appreciable inter- 
ference with the use and enjoyment of the seashore area. 

Section 1 of the bill authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to 
acquire through the several means mentioned “such land (together 
with any improvements thereon), as he shall consider necessary or 
desirable for the purpose of establishing a national park on Padre 
Island * * *,.” This seems to be a reasonable test as to the amount 
of land to be acquired. Particularly, would it be reasonable if limited 
to land which the Secretary considers necessary. It might be “de- 
sirable” to acquire the whole 115 miles of the island, but the Secretary 
might find that he could acquire all of that portion of the island which 
he considers “necessary” for disproportionately less than the cost of 
acquiring all of the “desirable” island. The Legislature of Texas 
established the boundary limitations approved by it after a rather 
thorough hearing and, while this witness might well approve and 
support before the legislature an adjustment and extension of those 
boundaries, especially if the Secretary of the Interior found such 
additional lands necessary for the purpose of establishing the national 
seashore area, nevertheless the action of the legislature as to area 
limitation perhaps merits your study. 

Apparently the area within the limits prescribed by the legisla- 
ture—particularly that in Kenedy County—contains the most attrac- 
tive land on the island, having the highest dunes and more natural 
verdure and is opposite blue gulf water for the most part, unaffected 
by the muddy discharges of land streams. 

If the Secretary of the Interior finds that there is a natural or a 
substantial political barrier in the vicinity of Port Mansfield so that 
the park should not be projected into the Willacy County area, and 
if he feels that additional land is necessary, our group would very 
likely cooperate with him in an effort to acquire additional lands 
north of Yarborough Pass in Kenedy County and possibly up for a 
short distance in Kleberg County, to round out the area. Of course, 
we are mindful of the fact that Yarborough Pass was prescribed as 
the northernmost limit in the Texas resolution of consent. We under- 
stand that that limitation was inserted at the request of our fishermen 
friends. Perhaps the Government could satisfy the objections of 
fishermen on that point. 

If, as roughly estimated by the National Park Service, some 2 
or 3 million people per year will visit the Padre Island National 
Seashore Area, the visitors need many facilities which will not be 
provided within the seashore area itself. They will need adequate 
overnight living quarters and accommodations. These are to be pro- 
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vided outside of the seashore area. Obviously, ample lands must be 
left outside of the national seashore area to provide convenient facili- 
ties for the millions who will come to enjoy the area, practically in its 
primitive state. Moreover, the State of Texas has evidenced interest 
in reserving a reasonable amount of land which will be improved and 
taxable. The taxes on the improved property will enable the State and 
Texas and other public agencies involved to perform the many public 
services which should be made available to all visitors and residents 
of the island. Millions of dollars must be expended for utilities, 
roads, beach protection as well as expenditures by private interests. 
But all of these activities can be well insulated from the seashore area 
itself. I understand that there is a general feeling by the proponents 
of this legislation that reservations for all of these purposes are neces- 
sary and will be made. So any issue on that point is likely avoided. 

We have been in contact with the National Park Service for the past 
3 years and have at all times assured the Service of our interested co- 
operation. 

Mr. Chairman, I thank you for the opportunity of making this 
statement. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. McCall. 

We will now recess the hearing for luncheon and we will reconvene 
at 2: 30. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 


Senator Moss. Ladies and gentlemen, we will resume our hearing. 
Senator Yarborough and Congressman Young will rejoin us later but 
they have commitments at this time. Our first witness this afternoon 


will be Mrs. Ann G. Hunter, representing the Texas Federation of 
Women’s Clubs. After Mrs. Hunter we will call on Mr. Yramategui. 


STATEMENT OF MRS. ANN G. HUNTER, DALLAS, TEX., REPRESENT- 
ING THE DALLAS FEDERATION OF WOMEN’S CLUBS 


Mrs. Hunter. I am Mrs. Ann Golf Hunter of Dallas, Tex. I 
represent the Dallas Federation of Women’s Clubs and the conserva- 
tion department of the Texas Federation of Women’s Clubs. It is 
because of women’s kind of instinctive concern for the future that I 
come to you today. Conservation natural resources is a relatively 
new thought, a new concept in this country. The interest taken in 
this problem by the Members of the Congress were visual in the last 
few years and very heartening. This committee, in particular, is 
to be congratulated upon its consideration of this important matter. 
We must think and act in terms of decades and half centuries, what 
you do today for natural resources will have a profound effect on the 
Nation’s future. 

I have a clipping here about the disappearance of wildlife in 
Africa. It may seem far fetched but it has a logical significance. I 
will read a few lines: 

About 90 percent of Africa’s original wildlife population has been extermi- 
nated by man’s activities. 

The National Geographic Society says the surviving animals are 
making a last stand in the national parks and reserves where effective 
protection is often lacking. There is little room left for wildlife 
from preying poachers who use fire, poisoned arrows, and wire snares 





Ss eat 


. @ oF 


PADRE ISLAND NATIONAL PARK 53 


to take a heavy toll of the dwindling herds of animals. The same 
sort of thing is happening here but perhaps in a less brutal manner. 
We don’t use poisoned arrows, we just use arrows. Our forests and 
field streams and unspoiled seashores are disappearing and the birds 
and wild animals that give them life and color are becoming extinct 
and others that are exempt are fast becoming so. And included in 
that is the grizzly bear, the Texas mountain sheep, the whooping 
crane, the trumpeter swan, the ivory-bill woodpecker, the iron fox 
squirrel, the prairie chicken, and believe it or not, our own national 
emblem, the bald eagle, and many, many others. 

And when it is agreed that when it is gone it is gone forever. 
Their disappearance is due in part to unwise hunting practices but 
more than anything else to the distribution of the wildlife’s creation 
of natural habitants. The future destiny of water value on the 
North American Continent is wholly dependent on wet lands and 
much of the waterfowl habitant has been destroyed by drainage, pol- 
lution of streams, diversion of streams, and so on, until the popula- 
tion is but a remnant of its once former multitudes. 

Padre Island, we believe, should become a national park provided 
its natural state remains just as the Creator made it. We do not 
want it to become a cheap amusement area, a little Coney Island— 
no, no; we don’t want that. We recognize its recreational esthetic 
values and we want that to remain unspoiled. Some of our vast 
resources and unspoiled shorelines should be managed and held in 
trust for the benefit of all the people for their recreational value. 
The peace of mind and spiritual uplift they give, away from the 
tensions and pressures of the city, is beyond price; they should not 
be destroyed by commercialism. The same can be said for the wilder- 
ness which has been all but destroyed by the measure of human pop- 
ulation. We hope that when measures come before your committee 
in Congress you will see to it that these natural beauty spots are 
preserved not only for their own scenic value but for the wildlife for 
which they provide homes. 

We love to gather at our luncheon clubs and the women’s federated 
clubs and sing in great gusto, “I love the rock and rill, the thick 
woods and temple hills,’ However, do we love that, do we love 
them enough to save them and the wild animals that give them life 
and color? We want to be able to look on a mountain, a forest, a 
waterfall, a stream, a shoreline, and say to ourselves and know this is 
ours—this is ours and our children and our children’s children and 
the generations that will come after them. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mrs. Hunter. That was a fine statement. 

Mr. Yramategui has submitted the names of several people who 
want to make brief statements, and I understand they are to be cailed 
first and that he will be the last of this group to make a statement. 
So we will call Mrs. Fred Spears, and after Mrs. Spears, Mrs. Clar- 
ence J. Clements, who will be followed by Mrs. Esther Goodrich. 
Will you come forward Mrs. Spears? 


STATEMENT OF MRS. GRACE SPEARS, SINTON, TEX., GOVERNOR, 
SEVENTH DISTRICT OF THE TEXAS GARDEN CLUBS 


Mrs. Spears. I am Mrs. Grace Spears of Sinton and district gov- 
ernor of the Seventh District of the Texas Garden Clubs. The garden 
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clubs and women of America have always been vitally interested in 
conserving our national resources. We take a nactive part in con- 
servation measures as well as keeping ourselves informed and in con- 
servation law and the latest methods of practical conservation ; how- 
ever, it is as an individual that I appear before you now, but one that 
has naturally had close contact with the 130 clubs that make up the 
Seventh district of the State organization. As far back as the first 
administration of this district under E. L. Caldwell of Corpus, this 
group of garden club women went on record as far as the establish- 
ment of a national park on Padre Island, and this was over 10 years 
ago. Our district has grown considerably since then and we now 
have some 3,320 members in the area covering 27 counties. 

Last September we held our annual meeting in Seguin and the dele- 
gates voted overwhelmingly at that time favoring a seashore area on 
Padre Island. This interest has grown with the garden club move- 
ment until at one of our recent conferences a very excellent speech was 
given by Dr. Paul Shepard, the national conservation chairman, who 
spoke on this very subject. I should like to quote a few of Dr. Shep- 
ard’s remarks, and I believe they express far greater than I the views 
of the members of the garden club. 

Said Dr. Shepard: 


There has always been plenty of room in America. The big skies, big moun- 
tain ranges, big plains we like to think of as surroundings that produce a 
people of generosity and largesse. If we continue to believe that there is some- 
thing uniquely valuable in the scale of America, something that adds to character 
and stimulates the imagination, if the big texture of the landscape and its natural 
features are really important to us, then these features, broad panoramas, dis- 


tant mountains, great forests, and space itself must be considered a natural 
resource. 


As one from Illinois— 
Dr. Shepard continued— 


I can assure you that to stand at the limit of the continent is a thrilling 
experience. But the shore is more than that. It is one of those units of spacious- 
ness, like the skies of Kansas, that seems somehow to represent freedom itself. 
With new sources of power already at hand, space is becoming our most 
valuable resource. We need it for the feeling it gives us; we need it for room 
for future growth; and we need it as a margin of safety and security that 
abundance has always meant to us. 

In these native shorelines lie, relatively unexplored, the archeological remains 
of the native Americans, relics which any bulldozer can destroy in a minute. 
Here are the scenes of great landings, the ruined forts from the time of the 
Spanish to the Civil War, and the sites of shipwrecks, both historical and 
anonymous. 

Besides this historical heritage— 


Dr. Shepard went on— 


the remnants of native shore contains, practically unimpaired, the plants and 
‘animals as they were centuries ago. The coastal life occurs in strips of delicately 
adjusted communities : the marine, salt marsh, sand dune, and areas as you come 
in from the sea. Each is a bit more protected from the salt spray and has 
its own type of inhabitants. 

What can be done? 


asked Dr. Shepard. And he gave several instances of things that 
he thought the people, women of the United States should take 
interest in in seeing that these areas were set aside. He says prompt- 
ness is necessary. In a few years these areas will be built up and 
commercialized if they are not now set aside. The reserved area 
should include more than beach; it should be of sufficient depth into 
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the hinterland to insure the protection of the natural community. 
And some of these areas should be reserved for their native plants 
and animals even though a beach may not be included. 

And so you can see that the garden club women are informed and 
interested. Personally, I am very strongly in favor of the estab- 
lishment of a mason. seashore area on Padre and on whatever the 
dimensions the National Park Service deems best; and although I can 
only speak for myself, a large number of the individuals in the 
garden club and the members of the district, they have made known 
to me by resolutions and petitions that they have signed that their 
opinions are like mine. Thank you. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mrs. Spears. 

Mrs. Clements or Mrs. Edwards? If neither one of them are here, 
then Mrs. Goodrich. After Mrs. Goodrich we will call on Ray 
Heinrich. 

Mrs. Goodrich, you may go ahead. 


STATEMENT OF MRS. RAYMOND H. GOODRICH, NAVASOTA, TEX. 


Mrs. Goopricu. Senator Moss and Senator Yarborough, I am Mrs. 
Raymond H. Goodrich, of Navasota, Tex. I have been authorized 
by Mrs. Willard Willis, beach chairman of the Houston Council of 
Texas Garden Clubs, Inc., to present the following statements and 
enclosures here on behalf of the Houston Council of Texas Garden 
Clubs, Inc., an organization of 108 State clubs and a membership of 
over 3,000 in Houston. 

I respectfully urge the establishment on Padre Island of a national park. 
This is the proper means by which wildlife, plant life, and scenic grandeur may 
be preserved in order that all citizens who love nature and need rest in the 
outdoor activities may use this haven of Texas beauty forever. 

As beach chairman of the Houston Council of Texas Garden Clubs, I respect- 
fully submit the following: 

“Resolved, That the Houston Council of the Texas Garden Clubs desires that 
a national park be established on Padre Island, Tex., for the use and enjoy- 
ment of the citizens of that and future generations.” 


Mrs. WILLIE WILLIS, 
Beach Chairman, Houston Council of the Texas 
Garden Clubs, Houston, Teo. 

I also wish to file with you a letter from Mrs. R. H. Schmuck, 
president of the Houston Council of Texas Garden Clubs, Inc., and 
also a statement made to the National Council of the State Garden 
Clubs by Mrs. F. A. Huwieler, national liaison chairman of the Texas 
Garden Clubs, Inc. This is an organization with 40,000 members in 
Texas. 

Senator Moss. They will be included in the record at the conclu- 
sion of your remarks, Mrs. Goodrich. 

Mrs. Goopricu. Then I should like to speak as a member of the 
Tlouston Garden Club, the oldest garden club in the State of Texas. 
It is a member of the Garden Clubs of America and is known for its 
tremendous interest. and activities in the field of conservation. The 
National Parks and Conservation Committees work together to pre- 
serve the national beauty, the natural beauty.of America. The Hous- 
ton Garden Club as well as the national organization desires the es- 
tablishment of Padre Island as a national seashore park, that it be 
set aside for the future generations. 
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Mr. Chairman, I have a number of resolutions and communications 
that I would like to submit for your consideration. 

Senator Moss. They will be examined and placed in the record at 
some appropriate place.t The letter and the statement you have re- 
ferred to will appear at this point. 

(The exhibits are as follows:) 


Hon. JAMES E. MuRRAY, 
Chairman, Interior and Insular Affairs Committee, 
New Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Str: The Houston Council of Texas Garden Clubs, Inc., at a regular 
meeting approved a resolution in behalf of the establishment of a national shore- 
line on Padre Island. 

Our council membership includes 106 affiliated clubs in the excess of 3,000 
members, and we enthusiastically have endorsed this proposal since it became 
public. 

We hope that it will be possible for either my conservation chairman, Mrs. 
Willie Willis, or myself to testify at the hearing. 

It is the desire of all members that the national shoreline will include all the 
undeveloped property of Padre Island. 

Respectfully yours, 
Mrs. R. H. Scumvuck, President. 


PADRE ISLAND 


Statement made to the National Council of State Garden Clubs by Mrs. F. A. 
Huwieler, national liaison chairman, for Texas Garden Clubs Inc., an organiza- 
tion of 40,000 Texas garden club members 


Padre Island is situated along the coast of Texas and has received much 
publicity recently, in that it be declared a national park. The “Why?” and its 
use as a park are vital points for its selection. 

As national liaison chairman for Texas garden clubs with a membership of 
40,000, it is my desire to bring more pertinent facts to the National Council of 
State Garden Clubs, that you too, may have a voice in making Padre Island a 
national park. 

In 1901 Texas made a law to protect certain wild flowers that were disappear- 
ing. These flowers as listed are in the Houston area: Bluebonnet, Indian pink, 
redbud, fringe tree, bluebell, holly, yellow jasmine, and yaupon. Others are 
listed along with these in other sections. It was in 1901 that Texas adopted the 
bluebonnet, Lupinus Texensis, as the State flower. 

In 1929 Texas adopted “Texas our Texas” as the State song. “Friendship” 
was adopted as the official motto in 1930 as well as the pecan tree being selected 
as the State tree. It was in 1919 that Texas took the mockingbird as the bird 
of the Lone Star State. Texas garden clubs’ song “Have You Ever Been To 
Texas in the Spring?’ was written by Mrs. Will Lake, deceased. 

The house State affairs committee in Austin is considering a bill to make 
Padre Island a national park. The River Oaks Garden Club of Houston and 
the Houston Council of Texas Garden Clubs, with a membership of 100 clubs, 
the Outdoor Nature Club, and many other gardeners and individuals favor this 
project. 

As national liaison chairman for Texas Garden Clubs, Inc., I bring to you 
this worthy cause to vote and assist us in sponsoring the same. 

We hope Texas lawmakers will soon vote “Yes” to making Padre Island a 
national park. 

The park would then be listed along with other national notables—Big Bend, 
Yosemite, Yellowstone and others; like them, it would attract many visitors 
and vacation seekers. 

Let us approve this beautiful and appropriate island today as a new national 
park. 

It is needed. Cities and civilization, business, etc., are leaving few spots of 
natural beauty. 


1 See appendix, beginning on p. 139. 
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Conservation is needed to save and preserve more land for parks for the 
preservation of natural resources, wildlife, birds, trees, flowers, and for the use 
of citizens who love nature and need rest from the daily grind of work in cities. 

Let us speak. Let us write legislators to create a national park on Padre 
Island. 

Senator Moss. Ray Heinrich is our next witness. He will be fol- 
lowed by Dr. Eula Whitehouse. 


STATEMENT OF RAYMOND L. HEINRICH, BAYTOWN, TEX., REPRE- 
SENTING THE BAYSHORE ROD, REEL, AND GUN CLUB 


Mr. Hernricu. I am Ray Heinrich from Baytown, Tex. Iam here 
at the request of the president of the Bayshore, Rod, Reel, and Gun 
Club, to represent our organization at this hearing. The Bayshore 
Rod, Reel, and Gun Club is a nonpartisan organization of over 2,000 
members; it is affiliated with the Sportsmen’s Clubs of Texas, the en- 
tire membership of which is estimated between 40,000 and 60,000. 
The Bayshore Rod, Reel, and Gun Club is nonpartisan, is a nonpar- 
tisan organization, but it is very active politically in affairs. Where 
its objectives may be forwarded and these objectives are the conserva- 
tion of game, fish, and their habitat, and all other outdoor recreational 
facilities, that our children may enjoy the same rights and privileges 
as their fathers have enjoyed in access to field and stream, shore, and 
sea, for the hunting of game in season, the angling for fish, and the 
healing comfort of open spaces. 

According to my sampling of the attitudes of the members, well, 
first of all, the members of the rod, reel, and gun club, they are vir- 
tually they are unanimous in their approval of the Padre Island 
seashore recreation; some 30 people whom I approached and peti- 
tioned, everyone signed without argument or very little loss of time, 
and some 150 other people in Baytown and in Houston, and other 
places, we received not one refusal to sign a petition favoring this 
project. I think there are many others getting petitions down and 
I think this same thing would be true. The membership of our or- 
ganization hope that the testimony presented here will be presented 
in favor of the project. Of course, we are very grateful to Senator 
Yarborough, Senator Murray, too, and the chairman here today, Sena- 
tor Moss, for being invited to testify. I have a letter, directed to 
Mr. James Murray, which I would like to present here as part of the 
record. The Baytown Sun was kind enough to print it in its entirety. 

I also have a comment from the Houston Post of December 11, 1959, 
including the following words: “From the beginning, of course, the 
Post has boosted the Padre Island seashore project.” And I would 
like to place that in the record. 

Senator Moss. They will be placed in the record at this point. 

(The exhibits are as follows :) 


[From the Baytown Daily Sun, Dec. 10, 1959] 


HEINRICH PROMOTES PADRE ISLE PROJECT 


Baytown, Tex., December 3, 1959. 
Senator JAMES MurRRAY, 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 
DeAR SENATOR MurrAy: I and many other Texans are quite pleased with the 


progress being made toward establishment of a national seashore recreation area 
in our State. 
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It is unfortunate that so many have not had the opportunity others of us 
have had to visit the Cape Hatteras National Seashore Recreational Area and 
see for themselves the wonderful advantages of the national seashore recrea- 
tional area program. Many, of course, have never even visited Padre Island 
and enjoyed the wonderful rolling dunes, the numerous and colorful wildlife of 
the sandy shore and hills, the warm, beautiful, blue-green Gulf of Mexico, and 
the superb fishing and hunting opportunities. 

My wife, five children, and I have for many years enjoyed Padre’s peace and 
solitude, the shells on the beaches, the roar of its surf, sliding down its dunes, 
and the multitude of other recreations. I hope we can keep it as we remember 
it on many hot summer days and even some cold winter nights. 

I have talked with many (who know Padre as I know it) in past months 
and they are all very much in favor of its preservation. I have talked to many 
others who have never been there, but they have still all favored the creation 
of the recreational area. 

Unfortunately, the exact nature of a national seashore recreational area is 
known by only a few. There is confusion in the minds of the public of this 
type of facility with the equally desirable national forests, national parks, and 
national monuments, with which they are much more familiar. 

They do not realize, for example, that creation of the Padre Island National 
Seashore Recreational Area will really keep this section of beach exactly as the 
people of Texas have enjoyed their beaches for generations, a place to be away 
from the farm or the city, a place to fish in the Gulf of Mexico or in the Laguna 
Madre, tens of thousands of acres for hunting in season for those who like 
to hunt and more tens of thousands of acres of game preserve where wildlife 
(and wildlife lovers, too) can be safe from the hunters. 

I wish it were possible to have the same chance of saving other sections of 
the beaches of Texas for the enjoyment of the people of our Nation as we now 
have for the preservation of this section of Padre’s dunes and waters. 

I hope some day that State or county parks can occupy other sections of the 
Texas beaches such as those of Bolivar Peninsula, Galveston Island, Matagorda, 
and St. Joseph Island. 

Texas badly needs Gulf of Mexico beaches in depth for its recreation. I have 
seen on occasion 40,000 cars on a summer day on the 25 miles of beaches of 
Galveston Island and 10,000 camps on these same beaches on a summer Saturday 
night. You cannot imagine the use that Texans and their guests from other 
States make of these beaches unless you actually witness the phenomenon. 
With the continued growth of our lower coast, Padre Island will furnish recrea- 
tional facilities in the same manner to millions. 

As a taxpayer, I must confess that I also have a very selfish interest in the 
making into recreational areas our marginal lands such as our beaches, our 
marshes and our river bottoms and canyons. These areas, when commercialized 
in the form of residential subdivisions (as in Houston, Dallas, and other cities), 
in the form of industrial development (as at Texas City or at Port Arthur), or 
in the form of private recreational facilities (as at Galveston or on lower Padre 
Island) result in a tremendous additional Federal, State, and county tax load. 

Commercialization of marginal lands results eventually in demands for hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars for flood control, seawalls, and other expensive public 
works which would never be required were these marginal lands left to their 
best potential service, that of recreation. I predict that the stretch of Padre 
Island proposed for a national seashore recreational area will alone cost Texas 
and the Nation over a hundred million dollars in public works in the next 20 
years if the rapid commercialization now indicated is allowed to proceed. Only 
a fraction of this will be spent on it if it is made into a recreational area and 
we will all enjoy it much more, too. 

I would like to testify at the hearing at Corpus Christi on December 14, 1959, 
but I fear my testimony would be more of the heart than of the mind. My love 
of Padre Island, I fear, cannot compete successfully for the love of others for 
the dollars they may wring from its despoilation. So I will not accept directly 
Senator Yarborough’s suggestion that I request to be placed on the witness list. 
However, should you consider my views on our prospective Padre Island national 
seashore pertinent to the hearing, please accept this letter as a written state- 
ment and place my name on the witness list. I plan to be present at the 
hearing. 

By means of a copy of this letter, I thank Senator Yarborough for his intense 
interest in presentations of testimony favorable to this project at the Senate 
Interior and Insular Affairs Committee hearing. 
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I am also calling further public attention to this very important gathering 
of facts and opinion on our prospective seashore recreational area by means of 
copies of this letter to the editors of the Baytown Sun and the Houston Post. 

I wish I had a thousand letters from people of Texas favoring the seashore 
recreational area to take to Corpus Christi with me. 

With hope that the testimony presented at the hearing will preponderantly 
favor this meritorious project, I am, 

Yours respectfully, 
Ray L. HEINRICH. 


[From the Houston Post, Dee. 11, 1959]: 
SouND-OFF—PADRE ISLAND PROJECT IS GREAT OPPORTUNITY, SAYS Ray L. HEINRICH 


To the Houston Post: 

You may be interested in the copy of a letter to Senator James Murray (Com- 
mittee on Interior and Insular Affairs) which I enclose. We have a great oppor- 
tunity to salvage a large section of Texas beaches for enjoyment of our children 
in the proposed recreational area. I very much appreciate your paper’s support 
of efforts to retain adequate seashore recreational area for the people of Texas 
and hope for your support of the Padre Island project. 

Ray L. HEINRICH. 


P.O. Box 3498, BAYTOWN. 


Sound-Off wishes it could publish Mr. Heinrich’s long letter telling of his 
love of and hopes for Padre Island. But there simply is not space here to print 
carbon copies of letters to Senators, Representatives, Governors, mayors, ete. 
Mr. Heinrich’s letter of explanation is a very good one, brief and to the point, 
and Sound-Off is glad to print it. Sound-Off regrets very much that many 
carbon copies have to be passed up, and hopes readers will write to the Post 
instead of sending copies of letters to someone else. From the beginning, of 
course, the Post has boosted the Padre Island seashore project.—EKditor. 


Mr. Hetnricu. Mr. W. T. Hunt, a member of the Bayshore Rod, 
Reel & Gun Club has an article, “The Sanctity of Open Spaces” 
by Frederick Brown Harris, Chaplain of the U.S. Senate, which he 
would like to go into the record. 

= Moss. That will be printed at the conclusion of your re- 
marks. 

Mr. Hernricu. I just have one further remark here. I have never 
circulated a petition for the organization of motherhood or a petition 
against death and taxes, but I certainly have circulated many other 
petitions and this is the first one I believe that I’ve ever circulated that 
seemed to be so popular. I think everyone would sign it. Thank 
you, sir. 

: Senator Moss. All right, and thank you, Mr. Heinrich. 

(The article by Dr. Harris, Chaplain of the Senate, referred to by 

the witness is as follows :) 


THE SANCTITY OF OPEN SPACES 
(By Frederick Brown Harris, D.D., LL. D., Chaplain, U.S. Senate) 


Isaiah 5: 8: “Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay field to field, 
till there be no place where one may be alone in the midst of the earth.” 

Joining house to house, laying field to field—forever pushing on for the culti- 
vation of all wild places—what a picture of our modern, grasping, devouring 
civilization. The bleak and barren goal of a creeping process of acquisition, 
oblivious to any realization of the stewardship of the land on which man lives, 
has never been expressed more vividly than in this ancient warning. Here is 
glimpsed a danger as old as the Prophet Isaiah and as new as today’s ex- 
panding subdivisions, shattering the verdant frames surrounding the human 
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hives called cities. Above the crash of murdered trees, as axes and bull- 
dozers ravish the shady countryside, as blueprints are spread over green fields, 
sounds this stern alarm out of vanished yesterdays: Woe—misery, disaster— 
unto them who, blindly disregarding the ultimate ruin it brings, keep on joining 
house to house and laying field to field, until there are left no sanctuaries of 
lonely enrichment in the midst of the overrun earth. 

This prophetic admonition is a plea for the conservation of the sanctuaries 
of unspoiled nature, for uninvaded oases of solitude sacrosant from obtrustive 
human habitations or fabrications. It is as if Isaiah in three mighty mono- 
syllables was saying to his day, and to all days, “Save the earth; preserve 
the sanctity of open spaces.” 

What a confirming illustration is this old, old passage from the Book of 
Books of the irrefutable claim made for the Bible that— 


All the things the sages said 
Are in the book our mothers read. 


What a bit of scripture this, about joining house to house and field to field, 
to be hung in the sanctum of the Department of the Interior, in the offices of 
real estate enterprises and of park commissioners. In this day of greedy com- 
mercialism which so often ignores the just claims of those who from us will 
inherit the earth, the paramount question is, What is today doing to the land 
which is the source of all essential resources? The emblem of these stored 
riches is not a bottomless barrel. For some of the vital ingredients for 20th 
century living already the bottom of the barrel is being scraped. There is a 
flashing red light in this sobering warning from the Old Testament. Here 
is stated succinctly the alarming tendency which is at the heart of the modern 
crusade for conservation. Out of the dim yesterdays sounds the voice of the 
spokesman for the God of all the earth. A moving finger writes upon the glit- 
tering walls of today’s expanding enterprises: Dire things are coming for un- 
born generations if in the name of acquisitive progress, whose sacred symbol 
is the sign of the dollar, there is marked for gainful exploitation Nature’s un- 
touched freshness. There is a healing balm in the cup of nature which once 
drained leaves those who tread the earth infinitely poorer. 

The text, with its picture of crowding houses and adjoining fields ever reach- 
ing for the virgin wilderness, that it too may be added to cultivation, points 
to— 

THE CROWDING EXPLOITATION OF MAN 


The pertinent consideration is: What is this march of civilization doing to 
the soil? For we are all children of the good ground beneath our feet. What a 
sorry and sordid story the expansion of our great cities has to tell. For instance, 
the glowing brochures of chambers of commerce extol the broad boulevards as 
models of cleanliness, but they say nothing about the broad rivers turned into 
filthy sewers. If time in its flight could be rolled back to the days of Indian 
wigwams pitched on grassy banks, where now are the wharves and belching 
smokestacks of the white man, the contrast with streams then pelucid, now 
putrid, would cry in shame to high Heaven for a return to the red man’s 
reverence for nature. 

Alas, as a city spreads and its marts of trade multiply, and its manufactured 
products pour forth in mounting quantities, so often a once-proud stream, the 
joy of the pioneer who reveled in the pristine glory of the site, becomes a 
polluted cesspool of contamination in which even fish cannot live. Of how many 
cities of “America the Beautiful’ must it now be said, even as many centuries 
ago the city fathers of ancient Jericho declared of that fair metropolis: ‘The 
city is beautiful for situation, but the waters are tained.” 

Then the question as to what is happening to our cities and our rivers sug- 
gests another query: What is happening to our forests? The urgent summons 
of today, in the face of a dire menace to our woodlands, is for every true patriot 
to sing with a vast new meaning, “I love thy woods.” Each generation of 
Young America needs to be taught to love them enough to guard them, to see 
to it that these green-uniformed battalions stand for our protection, are not 
sabotaged by the ax of selfish lumber interests. It was Thoreau who longed to 
escape—and did—from the realm of house to house and field to field, even 
though his sanctuary was not farther away than Walden Pond, who reminded 
his generation that the pine tree as it lives and grows and spires is no more 
lumber than man is; and that a poet knows more about a pine than does a 
lumberman. 
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Watching the disappearing of the forest, with no thought of the future, he 
exclaimed: “Let’s save some of it.. Let us save a place where a pine tree may 
remain a pine tree.” There can be no genuine patriotic consecration without 
conservation. In the sheltering, life-giving wealth of our tree heritage, whose 
roots and leaves are for the healing of the Nation, must be raised grateful 
altars of preservation with solemn vows to protect the friendly trees which 
lift their leafy arms to pray for our welfare. Yet in this good land of “room 
enough”, with resources without limit (as has been erroneously assumed), those 
pent on conquering a continent went forward with abounding energy, turning 
on all the faucets of the reservoir of Nature’s bounty. 

The fact is that our forests and the very soil itself have been wantonly 
squandered. Soil erosion is a frightening process by which yearly our land, 
whose woods and templed hills we sing about so rapturously, is being robbed 
of irretrievable treasures. In the name of progress the future is being sold 
literally “down the river.” As we watch a muddy stream after a heavy rain we 
are scarcely aware that it is loaded with topsoil. That is a substance so valuable 
that it takes Nature from 300 to 1,000 years to bring back a single inch of this 
precious mantle of the earth. The familiar yellow in our lordly streams and 
little waterways is the golden deposit of good earth taken from the constantly 
diminishing supply of our basic asset. 

Across the expending years grasping hands unknowingly have unloosed the 
strong cords which hold the fertile land together and keep it from tumbling 
seaward. Once the forests insured the soil; but felled timberland and exhausted 
plains denuded of supporting grasses were left deserted as man pushed on for 
new conquests of the ax or the plow. That wasteful technique swept across a 
developing continent as westward the course of empire took its way, until now 
soil erosion is a national calamity. What shall it profit a nation if it build its 
planes and lose its plains? If it raises its skyscrapers and ravishes its soil? 

In a recent plea to reforest denuded lands—and many millions of acres have 
been left barren—the Forest Service declares: “Beside providing lumber and 
other wood products, forests build up the soil and improve the climate. They 
give us a steady supply of water and help prevent floods that gully our fields and 
wash our precious topsoil away.” Nevertheless we have abused the soil for the 
past 300 years, probably because we thought that the expanse of land was so 
limitless that it would last forever. Now our woods must be rebuilt, for without 
this the United States can hardly live as a prosperous, healthy nation, 

It is all a part of the same prodigality with which hunters have aimed their 
guns at our furred and feathered companions. They have shot some of our 
noblest animal species almost to extinction. The frantic protection now being 
given to the handful of whooping cranes that are left is a sign of a new alertness 
which, alas, in some cases has come too late. There are terrible examples in our 
America where through ignorance, or a ruling passion for private gain, the pro- 
tective mantle of vegetation having been removed, the woe pronounced by Isaiah 
has descended in the form of eroded disaster. Theodore Roosevelt, prophet of 
conservation, exploded scornfully as he castigated those who treat any part of 
our domain as “something to be skinned for 2 or 3 years, for the use of the pres- 
ent generation, whether it is the forest, the water, or the scenery.” 

That one word “scenery” holds holy panoramas of grandeur and suggests— 


THE SHRINKING SHRINES OF NATURE 


The stupendous losses which the Nation has already sustained in using up its 
physical resources in wasteful and riotous living must be reckoned not only in 
terms of soil, but also of soul. The tendency to swallow up even the shrines of 
solitude, until there are no lonely places for spiritual nurture, destroys human 
values. For the cultivation of the most fragrant graces the soul needs open 
spaces that are forever wild. When the Supreme Teacher, who under the blue 
sky of Palestine spake as never man spake, had drained his physical and spir- 
itual resources ministering to the needy multitudes, it was His daily custom to 
slip away for hours of quiet recuperation in the desert places apart from the 
habitation of men. The parched and jaded soul finds restoration in the sanctu- 
ary of loneliness far from chromeplated, neon-lighted teeming Meccas with their 
raucous sounds. 

It was this boon to the inner life of which again Theodore Roosevelt was 
keenly aware as at the Grand Canyon he exclaimed: “Nothing must be done to 
spoil the wonderful grandeur, the solemnity, the great loneliness, and spiritual 
uplift of this wonderland.” The sensitive soul of John Muir was pleading the 
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same cause when he said “Wilderness is a necessity—mountains, parks, and res- 
ervations are useful not only as fountains of timber and irrigating rivers, but as 
fountains of life.’ Seeing woods, which he called the plantations of God, as 
fountains of life—tasting the elixir of wide and wild and wooded spaces far 
from where cross the crowded ways, where house is joined to house and culti- 
vated field is laid close to ordered field, Emerson exclaims: “It is in the woods 
we return to reason and faith. The beauty and inspiration of Nature’s own 
landscape is important for our happiness and spiritual welfare, for our success 
in dealing with the confusion of a materialistic and sophisticated civilization.” 
And so he pleads for a mountain, a bit of desert, a forest, a river—not for what 
material they furnish, but for the help they bring when appreciated simply by 
remaining mountains, deserts, forests, and rivers. 

The national parks gemming the continent from sea to shining sea are the 
crown jewels of the Republic. They are indeed sanctuaries of the unseen and 
the eternal. They are guarded spots of original loveliness, nature’s wonder- 
land unclaimed by industry and mechanization. For sensitive souls they are 
fountains of exquisite joy and of a peace that passeth understanding. Yet 
always there are “special interests” which, utterly oblivious to maintaining 
beauty for beauty’s sake—which means for humanity’s sake—hestitate not to 
violate the sanctity of these open spaces. The alert battalions of conservation 
are our land’s chief defenders. They are the Paul Reveres warning of threat- 
ened invasion. For years the giant redwoods were being harvested for lumber, 
until the “Save the Redwoods League” was organized. That battle was won. 

Some of our established wildernesses and our national forest preserves, in 
spite of the alarm sounded, are being shrunk by slow attrition at the circum- 
ference, or by shrewd camouflaged intrusion by mining, lumbering, or water- 
power interests. Often efforts have been made by commercial concerns to 
violate the sanctity of parks and peaks and wild areas. Well, as a modern 
prophet, with a patriotism pure and undefiled, declared in what might be called 
a modern commentary on Isaiah’s words: “To those who now know the value 
of the wilderness and understand its human importance, the loss of the pri- 
meval wild areas would threaten our civilized culture and result in tragic 
deprivations for future generations.” 

A great, present-day conservation leader, determined that the lure of remote- 
ness shall continue to be the birthright of Americans yet unborn, expresses 
splendidly the purpose of the mobilized defenders of the still uncultivated areas, 
in these words: “There is just one hope of repulsing the tyrannical ambition 
of civilization to conquer every niche on the whole earth. That hope is the 
organization of spirited people who will fight for the freedom of the wilder- 
ness.” The woe of the text which such fighters seek to avert, the woe which, 
if it comes, will be visited alike on our soil and on our souls, may be thought 
of as— 

A TRAGIC BANQUET OF CONSEQUENCES 


That woe points to results which are automatic. They are self-inflicting. 
Robert Louis Stevenson declared: “Everybody, soon or late, sits down to a 
‘banquet of consequences’.” That is a penetrating comment on life. At the 
banquet of consequences to which every person and every nation and every 
civilization sooner or later sits down, the cook is cause; and the menu pre- 
pared in the kitchen of thoughts and deeds is effect. 

The Creator has put us in a universe which is not whimsical or haphazard, 
but which is all law. Confronting lawbreakers on the highways of God’s 
world are angeles with flaming swords. And no traffic tickets can be fixed. 
What is sown, that is reaped. The woe cannot be averted. 

Man is ordained to be a partner with nature. If man goes on his selfish 
way without counseling with the other member of the firm which supplies the 
capital with which to run the business of abundant living, there is trouble 
ahead. Man cannot do it alone. As has been admirably said, ‘Man cannot get 
along without the earth, its plants, and animals. It supplies the air he breathes, 
the water he drinks, the food he eats, the clothes he wears, the fuel that warms 
him, and the materials that shelter him.” 

To be sure, economic values of inestimable worth are involved in saving the 
good earth for the welfare and happiness of future generations. For, in the 
ruthless exploitation of nature’s bounty, each ounce of dross costs its ounce of 
gold. But the earth is not only a counter. It is also an altar. The earth 
showeth His handiwork who made it and who is at the organ in the vast cathe- 
dral He has builded. Money changers in the aisles of that temple of immensity 
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are a blasphemous impertinence. In that cathedral of the open spaces, as the 
artificiality of our gadget way of life is left behind, there can be found a “pro- 
found humility, a recognition of one’s littleness, a sense of dependence, of indebt- 
edness, and of responsibilities.” For soul health the reaches and ranges of 
unpriced woodland, of mountain majesties and crystal streams, must be kept 
inviolate, guarded by “No Thoroughfare” signs to be strictly observed by those 
who see no further than joining house to house and field to field until there 
be no quiet sanctuary of loneliness left in all the earth. 

A high priest of appreciation, in that vast temple of the sacred spaces, is 
William Wordsworth who, bowing reverently in the lonely wilderness of nature, 
has left us the record that the sounding cataract, the tall rock, the mountain, 
the deep and gloomy wood haunted him like a passion. There it was that he 
heard the still, sad music of humanity. There it was that he felt “a presence 
that disturbs—with the joy of elevated thoughts, a sense sublime of some- 
thing—whose dwelling is the light of setting suns and the round ocean and the 
living air and the blue sky and in the mind of man.” 

Therefore, he sings rapturously: “Am I still a lover of the meadow and the 
woods and the mountains and of all that we behold from this green earth?” 
There, in unspoiled nature, he found what he called the ‘‘anchor” of his purest 
thoughts, “the nurse, the guide, the guardian” of his heart and soul and of 
“all his moral being.” For Wordsworth, under the soaring arches of that cathe- 
dral of grandeur, far from the maddening crowd, God was at the organ. 

It is there, too, that the great human choice is irrevocably made to the con- 
temporary insistence sounding across the centuries: “I call Heaven and Earth to 
witness against you this day that I have set before you life and death, blessing 
and curse. Therefore, choose life, that you and your descendants may live.” 

Senator Moss. Dr. Eula Whitehouse will be our next witness and 
then it will be Mr. or Mrs. L. N. Dexter. I don’t know whether both 
want to appear or just one of them. Dr. Whitehouse? 

Senator Yarsoroucu. Before Dr. Whitehouse starts with her testi- 
mony, I want to state for the benefit of the committee that Mrs. 
Hunter, Mrs. Spears, and Mrs. Goodrich who asked to appear here 
are three of the outstanding conservationists in Texas, whose work is 
not merely for conservation 1 of our resources but for the beautification 
of the highways and for general improvement of the standards of 
living of our people. Now, Mrs. Whitehouse is another of that cate- 
gory. She is also a scientist and student in addition and more than 
20 years ago published a work, “Wild Flowers of Texas.” Illustrated 
in color was each different wild flower. Her paintings that went into 
the illustrations of that book are some of the choice paintings in ex- 
istence on wild flowers of the Southwest. She is a noted scholar in 
the botanical line with an artist’s ability to illustrate the botanic re- 
search in writing. It is a great privilege to see her and for her to 
come here and join in with the other ladies who have done so much 
to improve Texas and the Texas heritage with reference to our nat- 
ural habitat and an appreciation of it. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Senator Yarborough. We are honored 
to have you, Dr. Whitehouse. 


STATEMENT OF DR. EULA WHITEHOUSE, DALLAS, TEX., REPRE- 
SENTING THE DALLAS AUDUBON SOCIETY AND THE TEXAS 
ORNITHOLOGIST SOCIETY, SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY 


Dr. Wuirenovuss. Thank you, Senator. You overwhelm me. I 
come to you as a Texan, a botanist, and an artist to plead for the 
preservation of Padre Island as a living outdoor museum and a place 
of beauty—a place which every American can love and enjoy. Asa 

national seashore it would ay visited by the millions who come to 
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our State. Padre Island should be preserved as a living outdoor 
museum. Even now it is a mecca for scientists as well as for thou- 
sands of tourists, for it is the home of many interesting plants and 
animals. 

On the island there are many species of plants and animals with 
local races or strains which have become, through evolutionary proc- 
esses, adapted to living conditions there. Some are adapted to other 
habitats, but others are strictly coastal sand dwellers and play their 
part in holding the soils and building up the lands. The oak which 
grows there is not found elsewhere. The few existing trees of this 
unique species should be preserved and protected. The coastal pink 
gentian is similar to the pink Texas star yet has its own distinct char- 
acteristics. The beautiful sea oats, a sand-binding dune grass of pic- 
turesque habit, is not as abundant now as it was when I first visited 
the island. 

When one considers recent developments in biological sciences, it 
is well to pause and wonder what are the potential resources of these 
newly made soils. As Richard Pough, the great conservationist has 
said : 

Only by preserving samples of each of the earth’s local plant-animal communi- 
ties can we assure naturalists and biologists of coming generations of a con- 
tinuing available supply of the earth’s biological elements—elements that, un- 
like chemical elements, can never be produced again by man once they are lost 
* * *. It does not require great faith to believe that our generation is under a 
very great moral obligation to pass on to coming generations of mankind the 
earth’s biological treasures that it has taken so long to produce. 

Natural history, in recent years, has become one of our most popular 
sciences—thanks to the young recreational activities of many organ- 
izations, but the whole future of natural history as a science is ‘tied 
to the preservation of natural areas. We have museum specimens 
of many plant and animal species, but in time these specimens will 
crumble to dust. They can only be replaced if the communities from 
which they come have been kept in existence. 

Indoor laboratory studies must always be supplemented with studies 
of the same species in its normal environment. My first introduction 
to Padre Island came some 30 years ago as a member of a university 
botany class which made a trip to the coast to study the plants of 
coastal Texas as part of the work on the ecology of Texas. Ecology, 
the study of plants in their environment, is now one of the leading 
botanical sciences, essential to study in forest, agriculture, geology, 
and other sciences; and the preservation of typical plant communi- 
ties, such as that of this coastal island, becomes doubly important. 

1 forgot to state that I come from Dallas and that’ I represent the 
Dallas Audubon Society, and the Texas Ornithologist Society, South- 
ern Methodist University. 

Senator Moss. Thank you. 

Dr. Wutrenovuse. To date the amount of land set aside for wildlife 
preservation and outdoor recreation is in many categories woefully 
inadequate for our present needs. In terms of the needs of a still 
larger population with a standard of living that will provide even 
more leisure time, it is wholly inadequate. Of our 3,700 miles of east 
coast shoreline, only 265 miles are in some form of public ownership. 
Tt only takes 50 cottages to fill a mile of beach that could, if left im 
its natural state, provide recreation for thousands. 
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Aside from the scientific needs, healthful outdoor recreation and the 
enjoyment of wildlife should be part of the heritage of every Ameri- 
can. Those who make it possible will perform an incalculable contri- 
bution to the health and happiness of coming generations. 

Senator Yarsoroucu. Mrs. Whitehouse, what is the name of that 
rare specimen of oak tree found only on Padre ‘ 

Dr. WHITEHOUSE. Quercus oleoides. 

Senator Yarsoroven. About how tall is the tallest specimen you’ve 
ever seen / 

Dr. WuitTenovse. It’s been about. 30 years since I saw the tallest one 
but as I recall it was nearly, about my height, about 6 feet. I think 
Mr. Jones is here and he can give you more recent information. 

Mr. Jones. About five. 

Dr. Wurrenouse. Five feet high. 

Mr. CatnaGHan. Would you spell the name of that tree for the 
reporter, please ? 

r. WHITEHOUSE. Q-u-e-r-c-u-s 0-]-e-0-i-d-e-s. 

Senator Moss. Thank you very much Dr. Whitehouse. Mr. or Mrs. 
Dexter. 

Go ahead. 


STATEMENT OF MRS. LAURENCE DEXTER, HOUSTON, TEX. 


Mrs. Dexter. Senator Moss and Senator Yarborough, I am Mrs. 
Laurence Dexter, of Houston. Mr. Dexter and I have known Padre 
Island well for some 20 years when he worked as a geophysicist along 
the coast of Texas. We are heartily in favor of the proposal to make 


the island a national seashore. 

Senator Yarborough’s bill to that effect naturally focuses attention 
on our only national seashore, the Cape Hatteras Seashore on North 
Carolina’s outer banks. I believe a comparison of these two areas may 
be helpful in arriving at an overall picture of how valuable Padre 
would be as a second national seashore. This is the picture as we see it. 

First, the two areas are much alike in their recreational opportuni- 
ties and in other respects but they are so widely separated that Padre 
would serve primarily the people in the great Midwestern States while 
Cape Hatteras would be visited chiefly by people from the Eastern 
States. We have relatives and a good many friends in the Midwestern 
States where there are very few lakes and no seashores. When they 
come down to Texas, the very first thing that they always want to do is 
to go to the seashore. 

Second, both areas consist of sand barrier islands that lie off the 
mainland. Cape Hatteras is 70 miles long and is located on parts of 
three islands, Bodie, Hatteras, and Ocracoke. It can be reached only 
by a combination of ferries and causeways and Ocracoke, which is 
roughly one-third of the national seashore, can be reached only by an 
additional 45 minute ferry ride and a drive over a low area that is 
frequently inundated. The undeveloped part of Padre Island is 
roughly 88 miles long and most of it is easily accessible by one of three 
modern causeways. 

Third, in both cases, the offshore islands literally guard the main- 
land. This cannot be overemphasized. These islands protect the 
mainland by taking the brunt of storm winds and breaking the force 
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of the waves. About 25 years ago, storm waters threatened to sweep 
right over parts of Hatteras and Ocracoke because the dunes had been 
almost destroyed as a result of overgrazing. Waves dashed against 
the base of Hatteras Lighthouse and the light had to be moved. The 
trend was reversed during the depression | years, perhaps by natural 
tendencies to some extent, but cert ainly because of erosion control work 

carried on by the CCC boys and directed by the National Park Service. 
The low, zigzag fences that they built parallel to the shore are today a 
line of stabilized dunes, covered with beach grasses and averaging 15 
feet in height and 150 feet in width. These “stabilized dunes made it 
possible to. put Cape Hatteras Lighthouse back into operation and to 
build a hard-surface road the full Jength of the islands. 

Padre Island’s dunes are the finest along the gulf coast. They are 
considerably higher and far more beautiful ‘than the man-made 
dunes at Cape Hatteras and they are relatively stable, held in place 
by the tough sea oats and other vegetation. How long they will stay 
that way depends on whether or not the area becomes a national sea- 
shore. Under private development, the dunes would be destroyed 
because we can’t level a dune with a bulldozer and plant a hotel on 
it and still have that dune any more than we can have our cake and 
eat it. Whenever man interferes with the dunes, they begin to 
blow. If disturbed, sands from Padre’s dunes will fill the Laguna 
Madre and the Intracoastal Canal or reappear somewhere else, like 
the big dunes on the King and Cage Ranches or the sand hills that 
completely covered a real estate development that had been started 
at the north end of Padre. 

Fourth, both Cape Hatteras Seashore and Padre Island have a 
wild, natural beauty that is as important a part of the pattern of 
pristine America as the mountains and the deserts, but so far we have 
only one national seashore. Here on Padre Island we have the 
longest: strip of wild, natural beach in the Nation. It is a priceless 
treasure that should be preserved and only the National Parks’ Serv- 
ice is in a position to develop and maintain it properly. 

Fifth, both areas are warm enough to be open the year around, but 
Padre has 1 to 2 more months of warm weather. The southern part 
of the island is as far south as Miami. It is never too cold for 
fishermen. 

Sixth, the most outstanding scenic attraction at Cape Hatteras 
is produced by the head-on clash of the warm waters of the gulf 
stream with the colder currents coming down from the North. Stand- 
ing on the cape on a stormy day, one can watch the waters come 
together i in an awesome display of fury. This wave action produces 
the underwater dunes known as Diamond Shoals, where so many 
shipwrecks have occurred. The beach slopes abruptly into the water 
and there is a big tidal range. Because of these conditions and the 
strong undertows caused by the riptide, areas for swimming are 
limited. but along the coast. of Padre swimming and water sports may 
be enjoyed almost. anywhere. The slope is gentle and there is no un- 
dertow. The trough between the island and the offshore bars is deep, 
yet safe enough, for anyone. 

Seventh, unless you frequent the beaches where shells are abundant, 
you may not realize what a fascinating hobby shell-collecting is and 
how many people enjoy it. Like surf bathing, shelling is much better 
on Padre than at Cape Hatteras. Because of the steep banks and 
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terrific impact of the waves, one generally finds only fragments of 
shells at Cape Hatteras, but the relatively quieter waters of the 
gulf bring a marvelous variety of shells at Padre. 

Eighth, the steep banks, high tides, and coarse, loose shell and 
sand make it impossible to drive the beaches at Cape Hatteras in an 
ordinary automobile as we do on most. of Padre Island. However, 
folks there do drive on the beaches in jeeps and trucks with four-wheel 
drive. Stabilized ramps provide easy access to the beach and protect 
the dunes from destruction by the hundreds of thousands who visit the 
beaches each year. . 

Ninth, both areas are interesting geologically and their historical 
values are outstanding. Both have colorful legends and histories of 
Indians, pirates, and shipwrecks. Cape Hatteras also has its light- 
houses and museums and Padre would undoubtedly have a natural 
history museum also—possibly even a marine aquarium—if it became 
a national seashore. 

Tenth, both areas are excellent. for bird studies, not only because the 
shore birds nest in the areas back of the dunes but also because both 
areas are important way stations on major flyways of the North Amer- 
ican Continent. There are four of these great paths of migration with 
Cape Hatteras on the Atlantic and Padre Island on the central of 
these flyways. Contrary to the general policy of the National Park 
Service, hunting is permitted in some parts of the Cape Hatteras sea- 
shore under rules and regulations conforming to the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act. Blinds are set up and controlled by the park rangers. 
Other parts of the islands are wildlife refuges. There dikes have 
been built to hold rainwater and provide fresh-water marshes. Food 
plants are grown for waterfowl] and other birds. 

Eleven, the botany of the dunes and salt marshes is fascinating to 
many visitors. It is even more fascinating on Padre than at Cape 
Hatteras because the dunes on Padre have never been disturbed. 
Other visitors are interested in photography, fishing, hiking, picnick- 
ing, camping, or just relaxing. For all these pursuits, both areas are 
excellent. The Laguna side of Padre Island consists of mud flats, 
salt marshes, and sand dunes. The Laguna is shallow, but with proper 
dredging and development, boat docks could be built there to serve the 
ever increasing number of pleasure boats. 

Twelve, one big difference between the two seashores is that Padre 
is still undeveloped except for a few miles at its southern end, while 
there have been fishing villages on the Cape Hatteras islands since 
early in the 17th century. These villages naturally presented a prob- 
lem when the national seashore was created, but the problem has 
apparently been solved satisfactorily. The people in the village seem 
to be happy with the way in which the park is being developed. Each 
village was allowed some room for expansion, but there is no private 
property closer than 500 feet to the beach and the villages cannot 
be seen from the beach. AI] motel and hotel owners can offer the same 
beach attractions and still be as individualistic as they choose in their 
accommodations, fresh-water pools, playgrounds, restaurants, and 
other tourist conveniences. 

Large-scale tourist accommodations will naturally be required if 
Padre Island becomes a national seashore and, except for camp sites, 
the National Parks Service will probably not want to compete with 
private interests to provide them. We think it extremely fortunate 
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that there are no villages on the island other than the development 
at the southern end of it. We believe that motels and other tourist 
accommodations should be built on the mainland, where they will be 
infinitely safer and where they will not destroy the island’s beauty or 
interfere with its natural recreational attractions. Ferries or a future 
causeway may in time, make the center of the island as accessible as 
its ends are today. 

Economically the Hatteras seashore is a valuable asset to the people 
of the villages, whose economy has changed from one based on the 
vagaries of fishing to a more stable one based on tourism. Even 
though the seashore was not dedicated until last year, an average of 
more than 100,000 persons visited it every month this summer. If— 
as we’ve been told—every tourist is worth a bale of cotton, there were 
a lot of tourist dollars left in North Carolina because of the national 
seashort. The same would undoubedly be true, also, for areas close to 
Padre and for Texas, if Padre became a national seashore. 

But far more important, in our opinion, than tourist dollars, are 
the rest and relaxation, the educational and recreational opportunities, 
and the inspirational and spiritual stimulation afforded by this fas- 
cinating seashore. These would be the heritage of rich and poor alike 
and of people from all over the Nation if Padre Island were preserved 
as a national seashore. Thank you. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mrs. Dexter. Mrs. Reed and then Mr. 
Bob Mitchell will follow Mrs. Reed. 


STATEMENT OF MRS. BRUCE REED, SABINE, TEX. 


Mrs. Reep. I am Mrs. Bruce Reed of the Sabine area and the Big 
Thicket generally. My chief claim to distinction is that I have 
scrambled over every square yard probably of Texas, up trees and 
through ditches and over and under and through fences. I also am 
the oldest Texas member of one of the oldest scientific associations in 
the world, the American Ornithologist Union. I have been asked by 
the governor for the fourth district of the Texas Federation of 
Garden Clubs to represent, as chairman of the conservation board, 
this chapter. Our district covers an area from Victoria to Orange 
and north into central east Texas, so we have, approximately, 6,750 
members who belong to 235 clubs.. We believe that this committee 
will approve the passage of legislation that will promptly and per- 
manently preserve Padre Island as a special feature for the future 
generations of Texas Texans to see what it is that has made us unique. 
It is also our hope that this committee will include in the national sea- 
shore area all of the undeveloped part of Padre, free for such a pur- 
pose from the nature of Kleberg County line to as far south into Cam- 
eron County as the Park Service can obtain. Yours for Padre Island 
because it is very important for the birds, and soam I. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mrs. Reed. Mr. Bob Mitchell. 


STATEMENT OF ROBERT W. MITCHELL, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF 
BIOLOGY, LAMAR STATE COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 


Mr. Mircueti. Gentlemen, I am Robert W. Mitchell. I am an as- 
sistant professor of biology at Lamar State College of Technology, 
Beaumont, Tex. I should like to have the following statement in- 
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cluded in the record of this hearing. Prior to February the 1 I will 
submit a further statement to Senator Murray. 

Senator Moss. You may do that. 

Mr. Mrrcuetu. I appear before you as an official spokesman for 
the Southwestern Association of Naturalist. This organization, the 
largest of its kind in the Southwestern United States, was founded 
in May of 1953 “to promote field study of plants and animals, living 
and fossil, in the Southwestern United States and Mexico, and to aid 
the scientific activities of its members.” The membership of this 
organization consists primarily of professional biologists representing 
such fields of study as ichthyology, ornithology, mammalogy, herpe- 
tology, entomology, invertebrate zoology, animal ecology, plant tax- 
onomy, plant ecology, marine biology, and so forth. 

Those biologists who hold membership are principally from colleges 
and universities in Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Louisiana, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas. Biologists from many other 
States and the Republic of Mexico also hold membership in this or- 
ganization. 

Since we are biologists who conduct our research largely in the field, 
we are vitally interested in the preservation of virgin areas, few of 
which remain in the South Central United States. <A classic example 
of the pioneer beach, Padre Island is one such area. If it is left open 
to private development, its unique habitat will suffer severe harm, and 
its value as an area for biological research will be irreparably damaged, 
It is of further importance to our group because of its geographical 
location, since the Texas gulf coast is the nearest seashore to our chief 
membership area, the Southwest. 

Recognizing the extreme importance to biological and other scien- 
tific research which this island affords we strongly recommend that the 
necessary legislation be passed which will forever preserve the island 
in its present natural state. We strongly feel that the best interests of 
scientific study would be served only if the entire island, from its be- 
ginning in the temperate zone at Corpus Christi to its semitropical 
zone termination at Port Isabel, be preserved. 

Provided that this cannot be effected, as much of the land as is pos- 
sible, and in no case less than 100 miles, should be preserved, 

Although we feel that the legislation designed to protect Padre 
Island is long past due, we are happy to lend our support to the 
preservation of the island in what appears to be the most appro- 
priate manner, that is the establishment of Padre Island as a na- 
tional seashore. We further urge that the legislation pertinent to the 
establishment of the island as a national seashore proceed without de- 
lay. Thank you very, very much. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. Mitchell, that was a very fine state- 
ment. Mr. Yramategui. 


STATEMENT OF ARMAND YRAMATEGUI, HOUSTON, TEX., 
PRESIDENT, TEXAS CONSERVATION COUNCIL 


Mr. Yramarecutr. Senator Moss, I am Armand Yramategui, from 
Houston, Tex., and I am here to represent the Texas Conservation 
Council on the Padre Island national seashore proposal. Our organ- 
ization is incorporated under the laws of Texas and is dedicated to the 
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conservation of our natural resources. Most of our members are key 
people throughout the State who not only believe in the vital im- 
portance of the conservation of our natural resources but most im- 
portant those who will take an active and vigorous stand in behalf of 
promoting our objectives. 

One of the immediate objectives for which our organization was 
formed is: to promote the establishment of a national seashore on 
Padre Island that will be a credit to the State of Texas. 

Almost every issue has two viewpoints and a considerable number 
of people share each viewpoint. On this issue of establishing a na- 
tional seashore on Padre Island, however, there seems to be almost 
complete unanimity in behalf of the proposal. Everyone, it seems, 
is in favor of preserving for the people and for all time the out- 
standing features found on this unique island with the total length 
of the island to be included in the national seashore to be determined 
by the National Park Service. 

At the legislative hearing held in the Texas Legislature the pre- 
ponderance of communications in favor of a national seashore on 
Padre Island with limits to be determined by the National Park 
Service was so great that the chairman of the State Affairs Commit- 
tee, the Honorable Dick Cory, stated that he received more letters, 
resolutions, and telegrams on this than he received on any other piece 
of legislation to come before his committee. All of these specified 
the area determination to be made by the National Park Service. 

With that, I mean all the communications he received were in favor 
of the se.shore area and almost all of them were—I’d say 50 to 1— 
were in favor of the determination, as to the territorial length, to be 
made by the National Park Service. 

At the present time the preponderance of evidence that everyone 
desires this area as a national seashore without territorial limits is 
even more overwhelming. From the response we have received it 
would seem that the ratio in favor of a 100-mile national seashore 
seems to be almost 1,000 to 1. 

We present to the committee for inclusion in the committee record 
the enclosed petitions each of which is prefaced by the following 
statement : 


We, the undersigned, believe that immediate action should be taken to preserve 
the major portion of Padre Island in its natural state for public recreation and 
enjoyment. We therefore urge that the Congress pass whatever legislation is 
required to establish a national seashore recreation area on that portion of the 
island which the National Park Service considers necessary. 


So all of these resolutions are based on that premise, and those were 
the communications which we received. 

Senator Moss. They may be filed with the committee and they will 
be part of the committee’s record. 

Mr. Yramarscut. Yes, I don’t, I didn’t intend to read them all but 
they will certainly show the persons who have signed them and they 
should have some sort of recognition. I don’t think it would be pos- 
sible, there is over 9,367 Texans that have signed these petitions and 
they are stillcoming in. We cannot tabulate all of them; we still have 
some more that we haven’t included in this bunch and we, will return 
them to you as we receive them. 
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Texans from over 297 different towns and cities have endorsed 
these petitions, that is, from all over the State people have responded, 
they want a national seashore with territorial limits to be determined 
by the National Park Service. 

Of those 9,376 endorsements over 1,350 came from individuals who 
spontaneously mailed in similar communications and we also submit 
these for the committee record. 

Senator Moss. They may be submitted and filed. 

Mr. Yramarectur. We also wish to show the committee the en- 
velopes we have received from individuals endorsing a Padre Island 
national seashore with territorial limits to be determined by the Na- 
tional Park Service. These are right here [indicating box], 901 en- 
velopes are in there. Actually, there should be more because at the 
beginning we threw many away. To date we have not received one 
letter or single item of correspondence opposing this bill or restricting 
the length to become a national seashore. 

It seems to us that it is not the public that wants to restrict the 
length, it is the selfish interests who would be more concerned with 
their own financial receipts, you might say, than the people; the 
people would like to have it all. 

Other evidence which we wish to submit to the committee is the 
overwhelming acceptance by Texas organizations of this Padre Island 
proposal. We, therefore, submit for inclusion in the committee’s 
record individual resolutions from 68 different Texas organizations. 

Senator Moss. They may be submitted and filed with the committee. 

Mr. Yramartecut. That’s these; however, since this was written, we 
have received 13 more and we have included those here and then the 
2 we received this morning so—— 

Senator Moss. They will be submitted and filed. 

Mr. Yramarecut. It is still continuing. 

The following federations having affiliated clubs ranging from 
Orange westward along the coast to the valley, and some of these as 
far north as Bexar and Newton Counties, these two regions of State 
Garden Clubs, Inc., region VII, and Mrs. Fred Spear, governor of 
135 clubs and 3,000 members, and region IV, Mrs. Bruce Reed repre- 
senting Mrs. Ida Falwell, governor, the governor of district IV, 
region IV, and it has 225 clubs, 6,750 members. The Houston Fed- 
eration of Garden Clubs, Mrs. C. L. Clemons, president, it has 206 
clubs and 5,200 members which makes a total of 566 clubs 14,750 
members. 

In addition to the petitions they have all endorsed the proposal that 
Padre Island national seashore proposal be without limits, without 
territorial limits and without restrictions; all state that the area 
should be determined by the National Park Service. 

It is our understanding that the purpose of the congressional hear- 
ing, such as this, is to determine local sentiment in the area involved. 
We think we have a convincing case in behalf of a 100-mile national 
seashore on Padre Island. 

Senator Moss. Thank you very much. All those may be submitted 
and the committee will file them. 

Mr. Yramatecut. Yes, and I do want to include a letter here from 
Congressman Albert Thomas, dated December 5, 1959: 
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HovusE oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D.C., December 5, 1959: 
Mr. ARMAND YRAMATEGUI, 
President, Texas Conservation Council, 
Houston, Tex. 

DEAR FRIEND YRAMATEGUI: Thank you very much for your good letter concern- 
ing the hearing to be held in Corpus Christi on December 14 concerning the Padre 
Island project. 

I greatly appreciate the information regarding the hearing and regret that I 
cannot be present since I have previous commitments for that date. 

I am on your side of the fence. I think the establishment of the Padre Island 
park should be consummated and I shall be glad to cooperate. 

Assuring you of my desire to be of service, and with kind regards and every 
good wish, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 
ALBERT THOMAS. 


I have another letter from Mr. Henry S. Hoffman, an architect, a 
member of the American Institute of Architects, 443 Hollow Drive, 


Houston, Tex. He asked that this be included in the record of the 
hearing and this is one that I would like to insert because it has some 
interesting viewpoints. 

Senator Moss. Those letters that you would like to appear in the 


record proper, you may set those aside and I will order them printed 
as part of the record. 
(The letter referred to follows :) 


HENRY S. HorFMAN & ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES, 
Houston, Tex., December 8, 1959. 
Hon. JAMES E. MurRAy, 
Chairman, Interior and Insular Affairs Conumittee, New Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: My wife and I are “beachcombers” at heart. We like to walk on 
the beach, watching the birds, looking at the water, shells, and driftwood. With 
that in mind we bought two lots, 9 and 10 in block 5, at Sargent Beach, back in 
1954, before any streets or utilities had been installed. 

But it has proven to be quite a disappointment to us. The streets were not 
installed properly and have not been maintained. The beach is eroding and now 
has almost as much mud as sand on it. So we have ended up with a deed to some 
property that is rapidly disappearing and is of very little use to us. 

It is my understanding that another development called San Luis Beach at 
Surfside near Freeport has not been very successful either ; has even been turned 
back to the owners by the developers. 

So we have come to the conclusion that the best way for the little fellow like 
us, to ever enjoy the beaches is for them to be made public, but to be properly 
protected and maintained. It is not feasible for this to be done by a group of 
individuals; it should be by the Government. That is why we so strongly urge 
that the proposal to establish a national seashore park on Padre Island be given 
favorable consideration by you and your committee. It is our last chance. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Henry S. HorrMan, 


Mr. Yramatecut. I have other statements from individuals whose 
statements are definitely very unusual, one of them: 


Congratulations on your fight for the youth of the country. I am 76 years old 
and love of such heritage is a necessary quality in character building. 


This is from E. C. Reinhardts, of Houston: 


It has been a great pleasure to find so many people in favor of creating part 
of Padre Island into a national seashore recreation area. 


Miss Katrina Thompson, of Houston, writes: 
I was really impressed by the way people were interested. Here is my list. 
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Mr. Loftin se ys—Mr. Loftin is of San Antonio: 
Good luck, we will say a prayer for you and Padre Island on Monday. 
Mrs. Abney: 


We lived in Brownsville for 15 years, in the days of ferries to Padre Island. 
I do indeed urge that it be kept in its natural state for park and recreational 
purposes; it is a marvelous place. 


I thank you. 


Senator Moss. Those letters may be submitted and representative 
ones will be made a part of the record. Thank you, Mr. Yramategui. 


(The following communication was later received from Mr. Yrama- 
tegui. It was ordered printed as this point in the record :) 


TExas CONSERVATION CoUNCIL, INC., 
Houston, Tex., January 28, 1960. 
Hon. JAMES BH. Murray, 
Chairman, Interior and Insular Affairs Committee, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator MurrAy: At the hearing held by your committee in Corpus 
Christi, Tex., December 14, 1959, the Honorable Frank Moss stated that the com- 
mittee would accept statements for inclusion in the committee record until Febru- 
ary 1, 1959. In accordance with this we are including with this letter additional 
resolutions and petitions and a statement by the council. 

The final results are as follows: 

Individuals signing petitions, 12,361. 

This total compiled in this manner: 9,376 signatures on petitions submitted 
by the council on December 14, 1959; 834 signatures on petitions submitted by 
one of our members, Dr. Richard Albert, on December 14, 1959; 2,151 signatures 
on petitions submitted with this letter. 

The number of Texas cities and towns represented by persons signing pe- 
titions (list of towns enclosed for the record), 355. 

The number of organizations that have sent us resolutions endorsing the Padre 
Island National Seashore proposal with boundary limits determined by the 
National Park Service, 94. 

This total derived as follows: 68 resolutions submitted by the council, Decem- 
ber 14, 1959; 14 resolutions submitted by the council, December 14, 1959, but 
not included in the December 14 statement; 12 resolutions submitted with this 
letter. 

We would like to make a clarification at this point. For all practical pur- 
poses the individuals signing petitions were not members of organizations send- 
ing in resolutions. Thus the 14,750 garden club members represented by the 
Garden Club Federations mentioned in our statement of December 14, and the 
12,361 petitioners represents over 25,000 Texans directly taking action in behalf 
of Padre Island National Seashore. 

Members of our organization have traveled several thousand miles in Texas 
on our own time and expense promoting the establishment of a national sea- 
shore on Padre Island. Because of financial limitations we were unable to 
converse with as many people as we would have liked. We were nevertheless 
amazed at the enthusiastic response once the proposal was explained and we 
were also impressed by the confidence the public has in the National Park 
Service. If more persons could have been contacted many times this number 
would have endorsed the proposal, the hearing room with a capacity of 3,000 
could have been filled to overflowing, the overall response could have been even 
more overwhelming. 

The Houston Press, the Corpus Christi Caller-Times, the Houston Post, the 
Houston Chronicle, and other Texas newspapers have done a marvelous job of 
eonservation education with regard to the Padre Island proposal and to the 
need to preserve open spaces and wilderness as an American heritage that is 
irreversibly vanishing almost by the hour. We believe that the efforts of the 
Houston Press and these other newspapers are of great significance and merit 
national recognition. 
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STATEMENT BY THE TExAS CONSERVATION CoUNCIL WITH REFERENCE TO THE MOST 
DESIRABLE NORTH AND SOUTH BOUNDARIES FOR THE NATIONAL SEASHORE 


We believe that the subject of territorial limits of the proposed national sea- 
shore should take into consideration the following factors: 

1. That in the long run the most important decision that can be made at this 
time, aside from permanently establishing Padre Island National Seashore, is 
that of determining the north and south boundaries for the national seashore. 
Every foot of the island that is still in its natural state should be permanently 
preserved. We merely have to look at our crowded national parks of today, 
parks that just a few years ago were considered too great in area, to foresee the 
future. In the centuries to come it might be considered a mistake to have com- 
promised on anything less than Corpus Christi pass as the northern limit and 
the uevelopments extending 5 miles north of the lower tip of the island as the 
southern limit of the proposed national seashore. 

2. Hotels, restaurants, and entertainment facilities for the thousands that 
would use the public area in the proposed national seashore do not require 
unique gulf beach areas. Probably no point on the beach is farther than 6 or 
7 miles from the mainland. It is on the mainland, approximately 115 miles from 
Corpus Christi to Port Isabel that tourist facilities could best be estabilshed. 
Permanent installations on the mainland would be sufficiently distant from gulf 
storms and the uncertainties of gulf beach installations. The public would be 
spared the expense of million dollar seawalls. 

The Curtiss-Wright Corp. is apparently close to a production model of a rela- 
tively inexpensive amphibious air-cushion vehicle that travels a few inches 
above the surface of land or water. It is quite possible that within 10 or even 
15 years traversing Laguna Madre from any point on the mainland to Padre 
Island may become a minor problem. Mustang Island, most of it still unde- 
veloped, adjoins Padre on the north and is almost indistinguishable from it, 
would provide about 14 miles of beach for private development. Because Corpus 
Christi Pass is a shallow, a narrow depression that is practically always dry, 
most people never know when they cross from one island to the other. 

38. The northern end of Padre Island, i.e., that portion around the Corpus 
Christi causeway is the only portion where the unique Quercus oleoides is 
found. This live oak found nowhere else in the world and considered by some 
botanists a distinct species and by others a unique variety, is certainly worthy 
of preservation. The best way to preserve a unique plant is to preserve its 
habitat and therefore another reason for making Corpus Christi Pass the 
northern limit for Padre Island National Seashore. 

4, Finally, if for some good reason, yet unknown to us, it is necessary to reduce 
the length of Padre Island that will become a national seashore from the length 
we suggested in paragraph 1 above, it might be best to shorten the national sea- 
shore extension into Cameron County rather than to go south of Corpus Christi 
Pass as its northern limit. That part of Padre Island in Nueces County has a 
better beach, better dunes, and is wider than the southern part in Cameron 
County, and of course the rare dwarf live oak habitat could be preserved if that 
part of Padre Island in Nueces County is retained in the national seashore. 

Yours for conservation, 
ARMAND YRAMATEGUI, President. 


Senator Moss. The next witness will be Mr. Ben Glusing, State 
representative, and he will be followed by Mr. Johnson. 


STATEMENT OF BEN A. GLUSING, KINGSVILLE, TEX., VICE CHAIR- 
MAN, TEXAS STATE LEGISLATIVE STUDY COMMITTEE FOR THE 
BEACHES OF TEXAS 


Mr. Guustne. Senator Moss, Senator Yarborough, Congressman 
Young, I am Ben A. Glusing, of Kingsville, Tex., vice chairman of 
the Texas State Legislative Study Committee for the Beaches of 
Texas. I am presenting this brief statement in the temporary absence 
of State Senator Robert W. Baker, chairman of the committee. 

The 56th Texas Legislature at its second called session of this year 
passed Senate bill 9, dealing with the control and regulation of the use 
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of the gulf coast beaches of the State of Texas. Pursuant to one pro- 
vision of this statute, a study committee of six legislative members and 
three ex officio members was appointed to study, among other prob- 
lems— 


any change necessary to bring general legislation into conformity with the fixed 
procedures applicable to national seashore areas, to the extent that lands along 
the coast may be designated to a national seashore area and such other related 
matters as in the opinion of the interim committee should be included in such 
report so as to facilitate the development of Texas beaches as public recreational 
areas and to further their development as a tourist attraction. 

This committee consists of Senator Robert W. Baker, of Houston as 
chairman, who was the author of the beach bill, and Senators Bill 
Wood, of Tyler, and Bruce A. Reagan, of Corpus Christi; Representa- 
tives Peter J. Lavalle, of Texas City, George L. Preston, of Paris, and 
Ben A. Glusing, of Kingsville. These legislators were all active in 
passing the Padre Island resolution and the open beaches bill. The 
three ex officio members represent the chief engineer of the Highway 
Department of the State of Texas, the attorney general of Texas, and 
the land commissioner of Texas, and they are Roy S. Rodman, super- 
vising landscape architect of Texas Highway Department; James H. 
Rogers, assistant attorney general of Texas; Jack B. Giberson, legal 
director of the General Land Office of Texas. 

All members of this State committee are present today as observers 
of this hearing. Our duties are more fully set out in Senate bill 9, a 
copy of which is respectfully submitted herewith... We are officially 
charged to make pertinent recommendations to the next session of the 


Texas Legislature for appropriate supplementary legislation. 

We wish to assure this Senate committee of our sincere desire to 
be of such assistance as we might render to you, Senator Moss, and 
to the other members of your committee. 

(Mr. Glusing submitted the following communication for the 
record :) 


DECEMBER 8, 1959. 
Mr. Ben A. GLUSING, 
Kingsville, Tex. 
DEAR Str: The following resolution has been adopted by the Kleberg County 
Commissioners Court, viz: 
“RESOLUTION 


“Be it resolved, That the commissioners court of Kleberg County, Tex., look 
with favor upon the proposed establishment of a national seashore recreation 
area, and envision such establishment through the several bills introduced in the 
House and Senate, and contingent upon agreement between the State of Texas 
and the Federal Government.” 

You will please deliver this letter to the chairman of the Senate Interior and 
Insular Affairs Committee at the hearing scheduled for December 14, 1959, at 
Corpus Christi, Tex. Duplicate copy is enclosed for your files. Previously 
scheduled business on December 14, the regular day for our court, precludes any 
of the members attending the hearing, hence this letter and request. 

Yours very truly, 
B. A. Brown, County Judge. 


Senator Moss. Thank you, Representative Glusing. We appreciate 
your statement. 


Mr. Charles Johnson, of Port Mansfield, and then the next witness 
will be Dr. J. E. Bower. Mr. Johnson, please. 


1 Printed later in this hearing. 
52401—_60——6 
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STATEMENT OF CHARLES JOHNSON, RAYMONDVILLE, TEX., REP- 
RESENTING THE WILLACY COUNTY NAVIGATION DISTRICT 


Mr. Jounson. Senator Moss, Senator Yarborough, Congressman 
Kilgore, I am Charley Johnson from Raymondville, Tex., represent- 
ing the Willacy County Navigation District operating in Port Mans- 
field. 

I would like to state that our county, being the first populated 
county by the large ranches, has been interested for many, many 
years in seeing the development on Padre. We have planned and 
worked out ways to get the beaches to enjoy them, and we were unable 
to do so because of the shallow water on the west side which made 
it impossible to go in by boat, and it was too far to walk. 

We’re in favor if this national seashore park, and we want to point 
out that in the surveys that’s been made in the past by Captain Bailey 
and others, other engineers, regarding the pavement on the island, 
that they have recommended that one or more additional causeways 
be built for the convenience of the public. Now, our community was 
strong enough for this development that we voted several million 
dollars with the thought in mind of getting a channel to the Gulf of 
Mexico and also a causeway to make a loop between our area and 
Corpus Christi and eventually loop down through Port Isabel by 
1961. 

The deepening and the improvement in the harbor will have been 
completed practically and the base for a 9-mile causeway from Port 
Mansfield to the island, and I’m authorized to offer to the park board 
this 300-foot right-of-way free of charge, and I would like to leave 
with the board a map showing the area. You will notice our spoil 
areas, adjoining the channel, 750 feet, we are not wasting any of the 
material that’s being dredged or will be dredged during the coming 
year or year and a half, and as to the size of the park, I think, we will 
leave that entirely to the elected representatives, I mean Congress, and 
Texas will not take any issue from that thing whatsoever. 

I believe that’s all I have to say unless you want to ask me some 
questions. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. Johnson. That map will be part 
of the committee’s file so that we may refer to it and I appreciate it. 

Mr. Jonnson. We will transfer to the park board free of charge, 
and I might add one thing, when the project is finished, it will take 
less than a hundred and sixty-seven thousand dollars to finish the 
grade all the way across from the port to the island, they will get it 
up to the proper height for the development of a road. ‘Thank you. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, sir, that’s very fine. Dr. Bower is our 
next witness. 

Congressman Youna. Mr. Chairman, Dr. Bower has been delayed. 
He represents the Copano Sportsman Club and he especially favors 
the establishment of a national seashore on Padre Island. I would 
like to ask leave of the committee that he be given permission to file 
a written statement es to February. 

Senator Moss. That permission is granted and Dr. Bower may 
file a written statement with the committee to reach us before the 
1st of February. 

Our next witness is Dr. Hector Garcia. John Tompkins will fol- 
low him. 
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STATEMENT OF DR. HECTOR P. GARCIA, CORPUS CHRISTI, TEX., 
FOUNDER, GI FORUM OF THE UNITED STATES 


Dr. Hector Garcta. Senator Moss, Senator Yarborough, Congress- 
man Young, members of the press, and ladies and gentlemen, my name 
is Dr. Hector P. Garcia. I am a resident of Corpus Christi and an 
American citizen, and property owner in Padre Island. I am a physi- 
cian by profession and have the honor of being the founder of the 
American GI Forum of the United States. I am representing the 
American GI Forum of the United States, a veterans’ organization 
composed primarily of American veterans of Mexican origin with 
groups in 23 States and in the District of Columbia. 

I wish to thank you gentlemen for your visit to our Texas shore 
and personally wish to thank you for permitting me to be present 
my reasons why the American GI Forum favors the establishment of 
Padre Island as a national shoreline park. 

The historical background of Padre Island is abounding with all 
of the excitement and adventure of the greatest of romantic novels. 
Padre Island is surrounded by centuries of mystery on its shores. 
Padre Island still has the promise and allure of hidden Spanish treas- 
ures, but more than that Padre Island is the longest island in the 
United States which still preserves its natural beauty as God created 
it. 

Padre Island, an island along the Texas Gulf of Mexico coast is 
approximately 120 miles long and was named after Padre Balli, a 
Spanish priest who found shelter and refuge from the Mexican Rev- 
olution in the early 19th century. It has been said that Padre Island 
has the longest and most versatile solid sand beach in the whole 
world. 

The history of Padre Island from recorded history begins in June 
1519, barely 27 years after the discovery of America when the Spanish 
admiral, Alonso Alvarez de Pineda was sent by the Governor of 
Jamaica, Francisco de Garay to look for a sea passage to the Orient. 
With four small vessels Alonso Alvarez de Pineda explored and care- 
fully mapped the entire coast of the State of Texas and explored 
the Gulf of Mexico from Florida to Yucatan, and on June 24, 1519, 
entered the bay of where we are now meeting and named it the “La 
Bahia del Cuerpo de Christi” honoring the Roman Catholic feast day 
of Corpus Christi. De Pineda was the first white man to see the 
beautiful romantic sandy island which today we call Padre Island. 

In 1520, Governor Garay sent an expedition under Diego de Cam- 
argo to colonize the Rio de las Palmas which is the Rio Grande. A 
fort built there and this gives claim to one of the oldest settlements 
of the United States. This fort at the Rio de las Palmas was prob- 
ably close to the south tip of Padre Island. Again, in 1523, Governor 
Garay in person led an expedition into the present Texas coast. 

Nuno de Guzman, Governor of the Province of Panuco and Victoria 
Garayana wherein Padre Island was located, sent his cousin Sancho 
de Caniedo to take possession of the Rio de las Palamas, the terri- 
tory wherein Padre Island was located. 

n April 15, 1528, Panfilo de Narvaez started on his expedition 
from Tampa Bay. With him was his treasurer, Alvar Nunez Cabeza 
de Vaca. On November 6, 1528, Cabeza de Vaca became shipwrecked 
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in Galveston Island with several of his shipmates and lived amongst 
the Indians for several years. Cabeza de Vaca became the first Ku- 
ropean to live on Padre Island. Cabeza de Vaca lived amongst. this 
Texas coast until he escaped and traveled on foot reaching Culiacan, 
Sinaloa, Mexico, on May 18, 1536. The greatest odyssey of living 
man happened among this island whose natural beauty we are trying 
to preserve. 

In the month of January, year of 1553, a shipment of gold, the 
largest ever to leave Mexico with 1,000 passengers sailed from Vera- 
cruz. However, the ships were overcome by a hurricane and 300 liv- 
ing survivors out of the 1,000 were shipwrecked on Padre Island about 
halfway between Corpus Christi and Brazos Pass. Of all the 300 
men, women, and tine only 3 lived through the ordeal by the 
fierce Carancahuas and their long arrows. One survivor stayed with 
the treasure ships for 1 whole year. In 1554, Capt. Angel de Villa- 
grana was said to have recovered some of the gold. But even today 
the gold and silver of the Spanish galleons are awaiting someone who 
may be lucky to find the treasure. 

And, of course, we still remember Robert Cavalier, Sieur de la 
Salle who entered Padre Island through Matagorda Bay and estab- 
lished the first French settlement protected by the sand dunes of Padre 
Island at Fort St. Louis at the Bahia del Espiritu Santo. From 1684 
to 1689 the French had a claim to Texas and Padre Island also. 

The Lafitte brother (Pierre and Jean), pirates by trade, staked 
their hideout and headquarters along the Padre Island shores also. 
They left it, it is rumored about 1821. But it is also said that they 
left a fortune in gold and silver in Corpus Christi Pass near the Oso 
Creek and another valuable treasure at the mouth of the Nueces River 
as it flows into the Bay of Corpus Christi. 

The brief sketch of Padre Island history will prove the value of the 
island as a national shoreline park by keeping the heritage that is so 
American. But there are many other reasons why we must preserve 
this beautiful island as it is today for the benefit of all that want to 
come and enjoy it. 

The island is not only rich in beaches, shells, dunes, but it is the 
habitation for many thousands of wild animals, specially geese and 
duck. It is a paradise for fishermen and a beautiful place for camp- 
ing. On the south end of the island along the mainland we already 
have a Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge and on the other 
end of the island we have the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge. 

We are a veterans’ family organization and we feel that Padre Is- 
Jand should be preserved as a national shoreline park because : 

First, we feel that as veterans we want all the natural beauty of 
our country preserved for the benefit of all its citizens. This can be 
done only by maintaining Padre Island as national shoreline park. 
We are not in favor of its beauty being marred by manmade buildings, 
obstacles, and fences which would not only destroy its beauty but. in 
time would become delapidated, worn out, and then Padre Island 
would be another slum in this area. We do not want its beauty and 
its length blocked by big hotels and buildings which in time would 
take the best of the beach and leave a small beach corner for the 
poor people who could not afford to pay for expensive suites or cot- 
tages. 
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We feel, as veterans, that Padre Island as a national shoreline park 
would be within the means of all our citizens, poor and rich alike. 
We are worried that many of our poor people in this area of Texas 
would not be able to visit a modernized, developed, manmade Padre 
Island beach. 

We had a convention of the American GI Forum here 2 years ago. 
We had people from California, Colorado, New Mexico, Ohio, Michi- 
gan, Illinois, Nebraska, Kansas, Utah, Arizona, Oklahoma, Missouri, 
Indiana, Minnesota, and many other States. We had many attractions 
but their greatest thrill was their visit to this primitive, enchanting, 
mystifying island which by the oldtime Spaniards was called La Isla 
Blanca (the White Island). 

But perhaps no one can explain the beauty and the fascination of 
the island as well as Frank sale and perhaps the real and im- 


portant reasons why Padre Island should be a national shoreline park 
are quoted in his book “The Lone Star Land” by Frank Goodwyn. 
To quote Mr. Goodwyn: 


The camp meeting spirit is also apparent in the recreational activities of the 
Texas people. The 40-odd public parks under State control are equipped more 
for camping and picnicking than for the combination of landscape and night- 
club which characterizes the world’s famous playgrounds elsewhere. A salient 
example of how the State’s natural recreational assets are affected by its re- 
ligious principles is the way a primite retreat in the shadow of the southern 
gulf coasts booming industries has been used by Texans. 

Fronting the Gulf of Mexico with 116 miles of almost solid hard sand beach, 
the longest in the world, Padre Island is an exposed sandbar. The wind has 
done the same thing to its sand that it does to the gulf water: rolled it up in 
waves. The sand waves are desert dunes moving much more slowly than those 
of the gulf, but always moving just the same, being swept sometimes gently, 
sometimes severely, sometimes brutally by the everlasting trade winds. The 
sand is fine grained and pure. Under the mid-day sun it sparkles, but in con- 
trast to the form caps and the clouds, it is a creamy yellow which becomes first 
golden then gray as the sun sinks. 

Arid and wild, Padre Island is never the same from one day to the next. 
Every wave, every gust of wind, gives it new contours, new esthetic effects. 
Sometimes its low spots are covered by water so that it becomes two islands, or 
three or four. Then a fresh breeze will blow the water away and the island 
will become whole again. Sometimes a cluster of rough grasses will anchor 
the sand of a dune for awhile, and then free dunes will bend around it or bank 
up against the grass until they cover it. There is no certainty here, no se 
curity, no hope or permanence. All is changing and unpredictable. The only 
thing you can count on is that there will be more change, more sun, more wind, 
and more violence. 

But the island’s very aridity, poverty, and primitive insecurity give it a value 
all of its own for Corpus Christi and the Rio Grande Valley. Two new cause- 
ways, one at each end of the island, make it possible for citizens to go there 
any time they wish. Travelers and natives can revert to the semisavagery 
there. A working girl, having slaved for weeks in the service of civilization can 
bare her body to the lashing of the briny waves and the reviving ultraviolet of 
the sun. Under the velvet of freshly created clouds, glittering like the sea 
foam in the sunshine or tinted with amber and silver by the moon, she can be- 
come a cave woman again for a day, or an evening, or at night. She can live 
for a few hours as Eve lived before the serpent tempted her with the knowledge 
of good and evil. Workingmen can take their wives and children to go tem- 
porarily wild in the sand and the sun. 

Many attempts have been made to tame and develop Padre Island to plant 
civilized settlements there. All have failed. If you set out domestic trees 
or palms there, the sand will starve their roots, the sun will suck out their 
sap, and the wind will blow them down. Hotels have been built between the 
gulf shore and ‘the dunes of Padre. Their breakers have risen without warning 
to crash against their walls and their joints have swollen. Their rafters have 
expanded and cracked in the damp air. Their roofs have caved in. They have 
heen condemned. 
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Speaking of tourists, Mr. Frank Goodwyn continues: 


But most of those who come to Texas prefer the comparitively sinless and 
more invigorating pursuits of swimming, fishing, and camping under God’s 
wide open sky. Padre Island, with its beaches facing both the gulf’s great 
breakers on the east and the smooth water of the Laguna Madre Bay on the 
west, with its 272 different kinds of fish, with its continuous resistance to all 
efforts at permanent development, with its stiff winds from the Gulf Stream and 
its stiff laws from the State capital suits them fine. 

The American GI Forum, its members, and their families and 
especially their children go on record wholeheartedly and enthusiastic- 
ally endorsing Padre Island as national shoreline park. Not only 
are we speaking of the American GI Forum of Corpus Christi or 
Texas but we are speaking of the American GI Forum veterans of 23 
States. We, as veterans feel that one of the things we fought for 
and some of our relatives died for was to preserve the natural beauty 
of our country and make available all of its beauty and grandeur 
equally to all members of this great democracy. 

For many hundreds of thousands of poor citizens in this area, 
Padre Island is the only recreational area available to them and for 
many migrant workers the only vacation that they and their children 
have is their sojurn to the beautiful “Isla Blanca.” To some of these 
Mexican children the only gems and jewels in their life will be the 
beuatiful shells they will find in this, our natural land. Help us 

reserve this island for all the world to see and enjoy, as God created 
it for all of its children. Thank you, gentlemen, thank you very 
much. 

Senator Moss. Thank you for your very elegant statement, Dr. 
Garcia. 

Dr. Garcta. Yes, sir. 

Senator Moss. Senator Yarborough. 

Senator Yarrosover. Dr. Garcia, I believe you said that you are 
a property owner on Padre Island ? 

Dr. Garcta. I have some lots on Padre. 

Senator YarsorouecH. Do you have any houses built on them ? 

Dr. Garcta. No, sir. 

Senator Yarsoroueu. Are they at the north or south end? 

Dr. Garcta. I think they are on the north end. 

er YarsoroueH. What would happen to those if we make a 
park ? 

Dr. Garcra. I will be glad to give them to the Government as a 
gift in order to preserve the beauty of the Island as it is. 

Senator Yarsorouen. If this is created as a park, you are offering 
here to donate your lots on the island ? 

Dr. Garcra. It is an offer to donate my lots on Padre on behalf of 
my family as a free gift to the U.S. Government for Padre Island. 

Senator YarsoroucH. Dr. Garcia, I just want to say that last July 
I was in California and visited the Muir Woods north of San Fran- 
cisco with the son of the man who gave that whole national monument 
of great trees there to the people of the United States. His father 
gave them all to the people of this country and to this Nation as a 
gift so the great trees of the coast of California might be preserved. 
I think it is the greatest heritage that man has today and that is the 
heritage that his father gave to the people of the United States. I 
think he is prouder of that than anything else that’s ever been done, 
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although his other accomplishments have been very considerable. 
Congratulations on your offer then. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Dr. Garcia. Mr. John Tompkins is the 
next witness to be followed by Mr. Joseph Lane. You may proceed. 


STATEMENT OF JOHN L. TOMPKINS, CORPUS CHRISTI, TEX. 


Mr. Tomrxtins. Senator Moss and Senator Yarborough and Con- 
gressman Young, my name is John L. Tompkins, and I reside in 
Corpus Christi, Tex. I own and operate a real estate and develop- 
ment firm known as John L. Tompkins & Co. and I am the developer 
of Padre Beach, the only portion of Padre Island which thus far 
has undergone intensive development. Padre Beach is located be- 
tween two parks belonging to Cameron County on the southmost tip 
of Padre Island offshore from the mainland town of Port Isabel. 

May I digress from my statement just a second, Senator Moss? 

Senator Moss. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tompkins. As a matter of patriotism, Mrs. Tompkins and I 
donated 241 acres of Padre Island to Cameron County for a park, and 
we are most interested in the island; we have loved it, and the reason 
I am working on development on the island is because I love to put 
the facilities there for people where they can enjoy it overnight or 
over a week or something of that sort rather than just a few hours at 
atime. Now I will go ahead with my statement. 

Senator Moss. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tomrxtns. In all, our Padre Beach development encompasses 
about 4 miles of Padre Island’s shore. The two county parks occupy 
a total of approximately 1 mile of shoreline. I have been well ac- 
quainted with and deeply interested in Padre Island during the entire 
35-year period in which I have been in the real estate business in 
south Texas. That interest has been intensified, quite naturally, dur- 
ing the years of our Padre Beach development. 

I purchased the land for this development in 1949 and since have 
been in the process of improving building sites, constructing streets, 
installing waterlines, raising the level of building sites, and stabiliz- 
ing the soil. In all, my company expects to spend more than a mil- 
lion dollars on this program and a substantial amount of that sum 
already has been spent. 

Meanwhile, other people and agencies of Government have been 
spending money, too. In 1954, Cameron County constructed a cause- 
way across the Laguna Madre from Port Isabel to the Padre Beach 
area at the cost of approximately $214 million. At least $1 million in 
public money has been spent on the island itself to keep pace with 
the growth of the Padre Beach area and the tourist interest it has 
stimulated. And private investors have put substantial sums into 
hotels, motels, homes, businesses, company recreation resorts, and the 
like. 

I cite these facts to you to show you that I have had good reason to 
consider the future of Padre Island and weigh in my mind whether 
it will be in the public interest to create a national seashore on Padre 
Island, and, if so, just how much land that seashore should include. 

My conclusion and my recommendation to you, gentlemen, is that 
the national seashore should be created but that it should include only 
part of the undeveloped portion of Padre Island. It would be my 
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suggestion that the national seashore include not more than 50 miles 
of the island shoreline. I agree wholeheartedly in principle with 
those who say that the public interest must be protected and that a 
part of this beautiful gulf seashore should be preserved in its natural 
state for the enjoyment of all the people, but I don’t believe that any 
of us, as good citizens, can afford to be blinded to the fact that the 
pendulum can swing too far in the other direction to serve that same 
public interest. In my opinion, the billion-dollar potential of the 
Texas coastal tourist business will be damaged beyond repair if all 
of the undeveloped section of Padre Island, 110 miles of our most 
magnificent and climatically desirable shoreline, is taken forever out 
of circulation. Not only will Texas be deprived of the fruits of an 
industry that could equal the oil industry in importance to its econ- 
omy, but millions of Americans who could and would enjoy this great 
shoreline very likely would go instead to other coastal areas where 
they could enjoy some of the wonders of private enterprise along with 
the wonders of nature. 

Is it the natural wonders of the Everglades or the manmade splen- 
dors of Miami Beach that attract millions of visitors to Florida each 
year? Do people see Miami Beach because of the Everglades or do 
they see the Everglades because of Miami Beach? I think the answer 
is obvious and that this conclusion is inescapable: A national sea- 
shore in itself will not be sufficient to attract the millions of people 
necessary to justify the cost of its creation. With it we must have 
private development, motels, hotels, homes, towns, and cities. If we 
make private Set tak impossible, we will most assuredly defeat 
the purpose of this seashore park. Here is a small-scale example of 
what I am talking about. In the years prior to the start of our Padre 
Beach development, it was estimated that approximately 50,000 per- 
sons a year, mainly fishermen spending the day, visited the south tip 
of Padre Island. Today, with private development taking its place 
alongside Cameron County’s public park operation, more than a mil- 
lion persons visit Padre Beach each year. In other words, some 20 
times as many people now enjoy this area each year than ever enjoyed 
it before. And they enjoy it in more ways. 

Now they can eat a fine dinner or spend a night or own a home of 
their own on the island. In my opinion, the public interest is being 
better served today on the south tip of Padre Island than it ever was 
when that part was in its natural state. There is another factor that 
should not be overlooked. That is the location and climatic advantage 
of Padre Island over most other coastal areas. Unlike Oregon Dunes 
and Cape Hatteras, Padre Island spans the only part of the U.S. shore- 
line still available for development for year-around enjoyment by the 
public. It reaches as far south as southern Florida and has, in my 
opinion, just as great a potential. The southern tip of Padre Island, 
directly if moved westward to the Pacific shore, would come to rest 
some 550 miles south of the United States-Mexican border. 

In other words, this is vitally important land we are talking about. 
We thus have an especially binding obligation to see that the right 
measure of both public and private use in the public interest is al- 
lowed. In favoring a seashore park of not more than 50 miles in the 
center of Padre Island, I also favor construction of access roads to 
the park area from both the north and south ends of the island. I 
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also believe your committee should take into account the fact that we 
have Government ownership today of a tremendous amount of Amer- 
ican soil not actually being put to profitable use. The land, in many 
cases, is Just tied up. That should not happen on Padre Island. If 
there should be those present who might wish to attach some selfish 
motive to what I have said, I want to assure them there is none. In 
fact, those of us with interests at Padre Beach very likely would stand 
to make a far greater immediate gain in property value if all of the 
remainder of the island were taken for park use. 

I am speaking my firm conviction when I suggest to this committee 
that the park be created but that a substantial share of island land be 
reserved for private development. I can appreciate the beauties of 
nature as well as anyone, and I believe there is great merit in retaining 
part of this island in its natural state. But to make a park of virtu- 
ally all of the island would tend to close it forever to broad public use. 
That should not happen. 

I thank you, gentlemen. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. Tompkins. 

Senator, do you have a question ? 

Senator Yarsoroucu. Mr. Tompkins, may I ask a question ? 

Mr. Tomrxins. Yes, sir. 

Senator Yarsoroucu. I believe you stated that your development 
includes about 4 miles on the island, Padre Island shores. 

Mr. Tompkins. Yes, sir; it is under development. 

Senator YarBoroucH. That’s what the buildings are on ? 

Mr. Tompkins. Yes, sir. 

Senator YArsorouen. And the county park, how much more of the 
shoreline does that 

Mr. Tomrxtins. They have about another mile, a little over. 

Senator YarsoroucH. That’s about 5 miles ? 

Mr. Tompkins. Yes; about 5 miles. 

Senator YarsoroucH. That is at the southern end, and the develop- 
ment plus the park includes about 5 miles ? 

Mr. Tompxins. Yes. 

Senator YarsorouGcH. From the tip of the island 

Mr. Tomrxins. That includes the two parks 

Senator YarsBoroucH. The two parks and the building develop- 
ment—all makes about 6 miles up from the southern tip of the island ? 

Mr. Tompkins. Yes, sir; at the outside. 

Senator YarsoroucH. Thank you. One other question, though, Mr: 
Tompkins, on the visitors you mentioned earlier—50,000 persons a 
year, mainly fishermen, prior to development, and a million now. 

on’t you attribute that increase largely to the causeway down there 
where people can drive over to the island ? 

Mr. Tompxtns. That’s true; but that only takes care of a part of 
it, Senator. The fact is that there are facilities there where they can 
get. food and drinks; there are accommodations there. 

Senator YarsoroucH. That’s in the 6-mile developed park that you 
mentioned, the park and the private development. 

Mr. Tompxins. That’s true. 

Senator Yarsoroucu. Thank you very much, Mr. Tompkins, for 
furnishing us with this information about the extent of the 
development. 
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Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. Tompkins. 
Now we will hear from Joseph Lane. He will be followed by 
Garland F. Smith. 


STATEMENT OF JOSEPH LANE, PADRE ISLAND BEACH, TEX. 


Mr. Lane. Mr. Chairman, my name is Joe Lane, and for the past 
4 years I’ve been a permanent resident of Padre Island Beach, located 
at the southern tip of Padre Island. I don’t believe anyone has come 
forward today that actually lives on Padre, so I am representing the 
natives. We welcome all of you. Iam here on behalf of two organi- 
zations today; there are lengthy resolutions that I won’t read, but I 
will get to what I think is primarily of interest to you. 

This is a resolution from the Port Isabel Rotary Club, the Rotary 
Club of Port Isabel, and is composed of—it represents a cross section 
of the area and the businessmen feel that the preservation through 
the National Park Service of the national seashore recreation area on 
Padre Island is a project which merits full consideration of the area, 
the State, and the Nation. 


* * * Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Port Isabel, Tex., Rotary Club, That the members of the Port 
Isabel, Tex., Rotary Club hereby express their full approval of the proposed 
establishment of a national seashore recreation area on Padre Island, Tex., sub- 
ject to final agreement between the State of Texas and the Federal Government. 


Senator Moss. The entire resolution will appear in the record at 
this point. 
(The resolution follows :) 


RESOLUTION OF THE Port ISABEL ROTARY CLUB 


Whereas Padre Island offers to the people of Texas and the Nation a great 
expanse of seashore wilderness worthy of preservation as a national park or 
seashore recreation area ; and 

Whereas the Congress of the United States, in several bills filed for the pur- 
pose, has shown great interest in the establishment of national seashore areas 
as a part of the national park system, and these bills include Padre Island by 
name or inference ; and 

Whereas the State of Texas, by legislative resolution, has approved establish- 
ment of a national seashore recreation area on Padre Island ; and 

Whereas the Rotary Club of Port Isabel, composed of a representative cross 
section of area businessmen, feels that the preservation, through the National 
Park Service, of a national seashore recreation area on Padre Island, is a project 
which merits full consideration of the area, the State, and the Nation: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Port Isabel, Tex., Rotary Club, That the members of the Port 
Isabel, Tex., Rotary Club, hereby express their full approval of the proposed 
establishment of a national seashore recreation area on Padre Island, Tex., sub- 
ject to final agreement between the State of Texas and the Federal Government. 


Mr. Lane. Here is another resolution; this is from the Padre Beach 
Chamber of Commerce. It may be news to some to know that we have 
a new, and we think, a very active, community on the southern tip with 
a chamber of commerce and quite a few active members and we are 
all awfully proud of Padre Island, naturally, and this briefly is about 
the same. It is from the Padre Island Beach Chamber of Commerce: 

Now, therefore, be it resolwed by the Padre Beach Chamber of Commerce, 
That the beach, the Padre Beach Chamber of Commerce hereby supports and 
expresses their support toward the establishment of a national seashore recrea- 


tion area on Padre Island, Tex., subject to agreement between the Federal Gov- 
ernment and the State of Texas. 
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Thank you, sir. 
‘Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. Lane, thank you for being with us. 
This resolution, too, will be printed in full. 
(The resolution follows :) 


RESOLUTION OF THE PADRE BEACH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


Whereas Padre Island, Tex., is the longest barrier beach in the United States, 
and offers an outstanding opportunity to preserve in part a heritage of nature, 
culture, history, and legend for generations to come; and 

Whereas several bills have been filed in the Congress of the United States 
which would authorize the establishment of a national seashore or shoreline 
recreation area thereon; and 


Whereas the Legislature of the State of Texas has approved of such establish- 
ment with certain limitations; and 

Whereas this chamber of commerce organization, representing the business 
life of the southern end of Padre Island, feels that the establishment of a na- 
tional seashore recreation area on Padre Island, would offer to the citizens of 
this Nation an area of true national significance; Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Padre Beach Chamber of Commerce, That the members of 
the Padre Beach Chamber of Commerce hereby express their support toward the 
establishment of a national seashore recreation area on Padre Island, Tex., 
subject to agreement between the Federal Government and the State of Texas. 


Senator Moss. Our next witness is Garland F. Smith. He will be 
followed by Mr. Dave Coover. 


STATEMENT OF GARLAND F. SMITH, WESLACO, TEX. 


Mr. Smirn. Senator Moss and Senator Yarborough, Congressman 
Young, and members of the committee, I have a written statement 
which I will submit for the record. I will not read it since I can 
abbreviate it considerably. I believe in Weslaco, Tex., where I have 
been practicing law since I was discharged from the Army in 1945. 
I favor the creation of a national park on Padre Island, or a national 
seashore area, as it is called, for a number of reasons. The more im- 
portant of these reasons is that, as a citizen of the United States, I feel 
that the area is one which should be preserved for the benefit of pos- 
terity. I feel that, if we do not preserve this area, we will not be 
passing on to our children things that we ourselves have enjoyed. I 
was raised in west Texas in the panhandle and all of that area, from 
the panhandle of Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, and in through there, 
that is a long way to the seashore. I remember the first time I saw 
the seashore. I was very much impressed with in and the plain sand, 
and everything that a young person would desire to have. I visited 
that same seashore this year and I also went swimming with my two 
children and when I got out, I think it took about 2 days to get the 
tar off of my feet that had accumulated from the waste around the 
seashore area, and that is something which can be avoided, happening 
with respect to Padre Island. Padre Island is not developed with 
industry on the various ends and for that reason we will not be con- 
fronted with the problems of accumulated industrial waste along the 
seashore area. I have listed in my prepared statement, which I am 
filing with the committee, six reasons why I feel that Padre should 
be selected as the seashore area. I understand, of course, that there is 
competition as to which is the proper area, but the six reasons I have 
for the selection of Padre as being the best, are, first, it is located in a 
mild climate where the area may be enjoyed in summer and winter 


alike. 
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Second, it is substantially undeveloped, and could, therefore, be 
obtained with a minimum of cost to the Government, and with, a 
maximum of possibilities for development on an economic basis 
through the fact that there will be no facilties to tear down and re- 
move and take away. 

Third, it lies near our negihbor to the south, the Republic of Mexico, 
which annually attracts a number of tourists, and the recreation area 
on Padre Island would provide additional facilities and additional 
attractions in an area which could be included as a part of vacations 
in Mexico and in the lower Rio Grande Valley. 

The fourth reason is that it lies adjacent to the lower Rio Grande 
Valley of Texas, on the one hand and the Corpus Christi area on the 
other hand which because of the semitropical climate, especially with 
the lower valley citrus industry there, and the various tropical fruits, 
vegetation, and growth of the area together with its historical back- 
ground, which has been better described by Dr. Hector Garcia, makes 
it already a tourist attraction for the whole United States and Canada. 
The lower Rio Grande Valley provides added attractions of beauty 
and historical value for the visitor coming to Padre Island Seashore 
are and the addition of the seashore area will tend to improve these 

acilities. 

The fifth reason is that it is the largest undeveloped seashore area 
yet remaining, and that idea, I think, has been developed substantially 
by other witnesses. 

And the sixth reason is from a standpoint of the citizens of the 
United States, the investment of Federal funds in a seashore area on 
Padre Island would be the best investment of any of the sites avail- 
able, because a larger park would be possible, the cost would be reason- 
able, and the size would be adequate to permit a nationwide use with- 
out the overcrowding which would necessarily result in a smaller 

ark. 
F My conclusions, therefore, from a standpoint of a citizen of the 
United States, tliat Padre Island Park is our best buy, and agree 
with all of the reasons that the Park Service has provided for estab- 
lishment of a seashore area and to state further on that would simply 
be repetition of the things that the committee has already accepted, 
and I thank you for your attention and your kindness. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. Smith. Your entire statement 
will be in the record. 

(The statement is as follows:) 
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF GARLAND F. Smitu, Westaco, TEx. 


My name is Garland F. Smith. I reside in Weslaco, Tex., where I have been 
practicing law with the firm of Smith, McIlheran & Jenkines, or in an individual 
capacity, since 1945. I am appearing in my individual capacity, although the 
city commission of my city and the chamber of commerce of my city have both 
passed resolutions favoring the establishment of a national seashore area on 
Padre Island. These resolutions have been presented separately, and 1 cer- 
tainly endorse the resolutions and in every way possible, support them. The 
point I desire to emphasize, however, is that my reasons for supporting the loca- 
tion of a seashore area on Padre Island originate more out of my citizenship 
in the United States than out of my residence in the lower Rio Grande Valley of 
Texas. 

Of course, the establishment of a national seashore recreation, area on Padre 
Island will be of a tremendous economic benefit to the lower Rio Grande Valley 
area, which is the area next to Padre Island, and to the area around Corpus 
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Christi, and all along the gulf coast lying adjacent to the island. However, 
the purpose of the bill is not to convey economic benefit to any area as its:main 
object, and the expenditure of public funds for the park must be justified on 
some other ground. 

I agree with the legislation which has determined the desirability of setting 
aside a part of the remaining open seashore area of the country as national sea- 
shore recreation areas, open to all the public from now on. I share the fears 
behind the legislation that our expanding population, coupled with private own- 
ership and private development of all of the remaining seashore area might 
have the effect in the future of closing the beaches and seashore recreation 
areas to the general public, so that future generations might be deprived of the 
recreation, relaxation, and inspiratton which is available at seashore areas, 
and which has been our heritage. I agree with all of the reasoning behind the 
legislation providing for the establishment of such areas, and I presume that this 
committee, and a majority of the Congress, likewise agree, or else the legisla- 
tion would never have passed Congress. 

The open question then becomes, Which seashore recreation area will best 
serve the whole United States? 

My answer to that qeustion is that the Padre Island area in Texas is the 
best area now available. Some of the reasons are as follows: 

(1) It is located in a mild climate where the area may be enjoyed in summer 
and winter alike. 

(2) It is substantially undeveloped, and could, therefore, be obtained with 
a minimum of cost to the Government, and with a maximum of possibilities 
for development on an economic basis through the fact that there will be no 
facilities to tear down and remove. 

(3) It lies near our neighbor to the south, the Republic of Mexico, which 
annually attracts a number of tourists, and the recreation area on Padre Island 
would provide additional facilities and additional attractions in an area which 
could be included as a part of vacations in Mexico and in the lower Rio Grande 
Valley. 

(4) It lies adjacent to the lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas, which because 
of its semitropical climate, its citrus industry, and semitropical fruits, vegeta- 
tion, and growth, together with its historical background, is a tourist mecca 
which attracts tourists from all over the United States and Canada at this 
time. The lower Rio Grande Valley provides added attractions of beauty 
and historical value for the visitor coming to Padre Island seashore area. 

(5) It is the largest undeveloped seashore area yet remaining, and the 
need is for a large area to handle the present and expanding needs of our 
growing population. 

(6) From the standpoint of the citizens of the whole United States, the in- 
vestment of Federal funds in a seashore area on Padre Island would be the 
best investment of any of the sites available, because a larger park would be 
possible, the cost would be reasonable, and the size would be adequate to per- 
mit a nationwide use without the overcrowding which would necessarily result 
in a smaller park. 

My conclusion is that from the standpoint of the whole Nation, a national 
seashore area on Padre Island would be the best buy, and would provide 
maximum facilities for the public at a minimum cost. The area for a large 
park is there. I do not desire personally to engage in the argument as to 
what size is the correct size. I feel that it should be made as large as possible, 
and that the matter of size is one which can be best worked out and negotiated 
as between the interested parties who own the land, and the National Park 
Service, should you elect to build a park on Padre Island. This is a question 
which must of necessity be decided by persons who have thorough and complete 
information on all matters pertaining to ownership, plans for private develop- 
ment, and plans for the park. I do not have enough information on these 
matters to have an opinion about it, and any expression would simply add to 
the confusion. My position is simply that the park should be located on Padre 
Tsland because it is the biggest area available, has more added attractions 
in the vicinity, and can provide both a winter and summer playground for 
America. 


Senator Moss. We will now take a 10-minute break. 
(A short recess was taken.) 
Senator Moss. The hearing will please come to order. 
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Congressman Young. Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Moss. Yes. 

Congressman Youne. In connection with the recommendation that 
this Padre Island be established as a national seashore area, I would 
like to suggest that on this, the 14th day of December that they turn 
on the air conditioner here. It is getting quite warm in this room. 

Senator Moss. That shows in the record. We will now resume our 
hearing. Mr. Dave Coover is our next witness and he will be followed 
by Mr. John Storey. 


STATEMENT OF DAVID M. COOVER, CORPUS CHRISTI, TEX., 
REPRESENTING VARIOUS INTERESTS 


Mr. Coover. Mr. Chairman, Senator Yarborough, Congressman 
Young, my name is Dave M. Coover, and at this point I guess I feel 
like the home team on a little league game where the opposition has 
met first and scored 18 runs. I am a lawyer and ane in Corpus 
Christi, Tex. At this hearing I am appearing in behalf of various 
members of the Jones family, generally referred to in this statement 
as the Jones interest, the estate of P. F. Dunn, generally referred to in 
this statement as the Dunn interest, and in behalf of myself, as a long- 
time resident of Corpus Christi, with the best interest of this com- 
munity in mind. 

I do want to point out that we do not profess to have any political 
influence and we do not feel that a hearing such as this should be 
motivated by politics. 

Frankly, my clients and I are confused in the subject matter of this 
hearing, largely attributable to the fact that neither they nor I have 
ever been approached by any representative of any Federal agency 
having in mind the establishment of either a national park or a na- 
tional seashore area on lands owned by my clients on Padre Island, in 
Texas. We know only what we have heard by rumor, read in the 
newspaper and the matter appearing in Senate bill 4 presented to 
the Senate of the United States on the 8th day of January 1959; and 
what we have read from Senate bill 2460, presented to the Senate 
of the United States on July 29, 1959. It is understood that both of 
these bills were referred to the Committee on Interior and Insular 
Affairs by the 86th Congress and will be the subject of congressional 
action in the coming session of Congress. As I read the bills, each 
would permit the taking of any quantity of land on Padre Island and 
each would permit the taking of a variable estate in such land, from 
surface to fee taking. Various newspaper articles have indicated the 
desire to take or acquire lands on the island, from a nominal area in 
the center of the island to the entire island, and an estate in such 
lands from surface taking to complete fee taking. 

As the result. of the undefined desire on the part of the proponents 
for the establishment of a national park or a national seashore area, 
we are forced into the position of opposing the legislation proposed 
by the two bills at this time. 

Since the interests of my clients vary, it would appear necessary for 
some governmental agency to first definitely define the area desired 
and the estate desired in such area, before my clients would unquali- 
fiedly subscribe to or oppose any such legislation. While Senate bill 
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2460 indicates that the area desired on Padre Island would not ex- 
ceed 60,000 acres, other language in the bill, and particularly para- 
graph numbered (c) of section 2, would permit the anareng of addi- 
tional lands and an undefined estate in such lands. Therefore, as it 
stands today, we are unaware of the areas under consideration, or the 
estate desired in such areas, and obviously are not in position to intelli- 
gently consider it. 

The Jones interest, as a singular interest, owns more of the surface 
on Padre Island than any other interest, owning approximately an 
undivided 44,000 surface acres of the island, which is composed of 
approximately 135,000 acres, or, roughly, 30 percent of the entire 
surface of the island, and being about the same surface acres as owned 
by the six corporations represented by Mr. McCall. The Jones and 
Dunn interests own, subject in some instances to oil and gas leases, 
over 50 percent of the minerals on Padre Island. The Dunn interest, 
T believe, is the owner of the largest single mineral ownership on 
Padre Island. These interests are located from the northernmost. to 
the southernmost counties composing the island, excepting only Wil- 
lacy County. Therefore, the interest of my clients is real rather than 
fancied. While I am not in position to evaluate the surface owner- 
ship of my clients, nor the mineral ownership of my clients, such 
values are recognized as substantial. 

As will be pointed out by Mr. John D. McCall, and at the legislative 
hearing before the Legislature of Texas this past summer, a repre- 
sentative of one of the oil companies indicated a minimum value of 
$75 million on the minerals situated in and under lands on Padre 
Island. It is pointed out that this amount would exceed the total 
authorized appropriations mentioned in Senate bill 2460 for the 
purpose of acquiring all of the lands contemplated in such bill, by 
section 2, page 2 of such bill. From the minerals on Padre Island, 
there is existing today substantial mineral production, as well as from 
the coastal waters adjacent thereto. The use of lands on Padre Is- 
land is, in my opinion, essential to the continued development of the 
tidelands minerals, inasmuch as these lands would be needed both for 
work areas and storage areas for minerals produced. The tidelands 
today, contiguous to lands on Padre Island, are contributing vast 
sums to the educational program of the State of Texas. The produc- 
tion of minerals on Padre Island proper and contiguous tidelands 
today is contributing vast sums to the revenues of the respective coun- 
ties, the State of Texas, and the United States. Certainly there can 
be no real need for the taking of any minerals in conjunction with any 
proposed national park or national shoreline areas, since it has been 
established that the development of these minerals can be and is recon- 
cilable with the use of the lands for recreational purposes. 

Padre Island, for the past 9 years, has been frequented by many 
recreational seekers, using the beach area thereof, and there has been 
no interference with the use of this beach area by those owning it, or 
a portion of it. 

At this point, to digress from this statement, we have never at any 
time attempted to interfere with the free use of the beach area of 
Padre Island, and I am satisfied in my own mind that aside from the 
legislation passed by the Texas Legislature that my clients would not 
interfere with the beach area used by the general public. 
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Certainly, for the past 9 years, the beach areas on Padre Island have 
rovided all of the recreational area desired by the general public, and 
1as offered the same attraction to national tourists over the same pe- 
_vriod that it would offer in the future. Seldom is the beach used 
excepting the northerly and southerly 10 or 15 miles thereof. Ex- 
perience has shown that the facilities of Padre Island, even though 
intensely nationally advertised, have not proved overly attractive to 
tourists, in their natural state, and much of the land is inaccessible to 
normal traffic over much of the year. It would therefore seem reason- 
able to conclude that the island, as an undeveloped island, as is con- 
templated by the Senate bills, is not in itself attractive to national 
tourists, or, for that matter, even to substantial quantities of south- 
west tourists. It is reasonable then to conclude that to be a national 
attraction, or even a substantial southwest attraction, vast sums of 
money would have to be expended to provide roadways, living quar- 
ters, and food facilities for those who might ultimately be interested 
in utilizing the area. 

This would appear to be a constant expense to the Federal Govern- 
ment if it contemplates attracting any appreciable increase in the 
number of users. Maintenance of these added facilities on Padre Is- 
land, by reason of the nature of the island itself, would be excessive 
and would, to a large extent, destroy the so-called natural state that 
the proponents seem to want. We must also bear in mind that the 
heavily populated centers of the United States are great distances 
from Padre Island, and that there are wide areas in between that af- 
ford little attraction to those who might be induced to visit the sug- 
gested area. It occurs to me, having visited many of the national 
parks of the United States, that the expenditures contemplated by 
this program could much better be spent to make the existing na- 
tional parks a more usable asset to the population as a whole. 

Aside from the attitude which my clients have, as substantial own- 
ers of the area contemplated for use, and certainly for myself, it 
would be amiss not to point out to this committee one of the great 
dangers to the economy of this entire area inherent in this proposed 
legislation. My clients and I are vitally interested in the economic 
condition of the community in which we reside. The establishment 
and maintenance of Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi, Tex., has re- 
sulted in great economic benefits to this community; Naval Air Sta- 
tion at Kingsville has resulted in great economic benefits to the people 
of Kleberg County; Naval Air Station at Beeville has resulted in 
great economic benefits to the people of Bee County. The expendi- 
tures annually generated through these facilities has unquestionably 
been beneficial to the entire southwest portion of this State. The main- 
tenance of these facilities is absolutely essential to the economy of this 
entire area. During the past summer the closing down of O. & R. 
facilities at NAS has seriously and adversely affected the economy of 
the entire area. The decision to discontinue O. & R, at NAS was at- 
tributed to a comparatively small differential in operating expenses. 

The naval air station has utilized portions of Padre Island since 
its beginning in 1942. The Naval Establishment maintains bombing 
and impact targets on this island, which I believe to be essential to the 
continued operation of the station here, at Kingsville and at Beeville. 
These targets are situated in Kleberg and Kenedy Counties and rep- 
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resent substantial governmental investment. They have proved 
themselves over 17 years to be a desirable location for their dedicated 
purpose. These targets, in some instances, extend substantially 
across the width of the entire island. I cannot visualize the estab- 
lishment of a national park or a national seashore area that would 
not seriously impede the use of these target areas. It is my personal 
feeling that any impediment to the use of lands on Padre Island 
presently being used by the Navy, no matter how small, could well 
result in the closure of the naval operations in this area at a much 
earlier time than would otherwise occur. I am not unaware of the 
watchful eye of the California and Florida delegations in our Con- 
gress. The resultant loss to this entire area would be disastrous. | It 
has been said that the Navy might secure other bombing areas, but 
let us bear in mind that such might be so far removed from this vi- 
cinity that they would create an uneconomical operation that could 
well result in the same thinking that effected the discontinuance of 
O. & R. As a resident of this area, I am completely unwilling to 
jeopardize the “bird in hand” for some bird that might fly by in the 
future. Let us also bear in mind that a new Navy jet air operation is 
about ready for commissioning in the vicinity of Meridian, Miss. 
Any interference with the complete freedom of use of present Corpus 
Christi facilities could easily dictate a move to the Meridian area. 

I would like to state that this committee and the proponents of na- 
tional parks or national seashore legislation, if such 1s desirable in this 
area on island lands, might well look into the possibility of attempt- 
ing to acquire all of St. Joseph’s Island. This island is wholly sur- 
rounded by waters, is comprised of approximately 35,000 acres, would 
afford the same natural attraction to the area as would any other 
island lands in the vicinity, and is immediately adjacent to the Aransas 
National Wildlife Refuge. It is wholly owned by one estate, it doesn’t 
have today the mineral values that do unquestionably exist on Padre 
Island, and is so situated that transportation facilities situated at the 
north end of the island and attaching to the Aransas National Wild- 
life Refuge would afford a much more ideal location to preserve areas 
in their natural condition for posterity, if that is the desire of the 
proponents of this legislation. Combined with the Aransas Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge, there would be a total of 75,000 acres or more. 

Under the proposed legislation, my clients are unalterably opposed 
to the taking of any minerals. My clients will also quite likely at this 
time oppose to the end the taking of any surface lands approaching 
the ‘island in its entirety. They are willing to discuss with proper 
representatives of the Government the possible use of a portion of 
their surface for the establishment of a seashore area or park in 
the centermost part of the island. They are radically opposed to any 
use of the island that might endanger in any degree the continuance 
of naval air stations, Corpus Christi, Kingsville, and Beeville. 

Gentlemen, I thank you for this opportunity. I have ranched on 
that island, I have lived on it, and id have worked on it from one 
end to the other and I feel that I know the island and what is on it, 
what can stay on it better than anyone who has testified before this 
committee. I have heard statements about oak trees; there is a little 
scrub oak on the northern end of the island in Nueces County, I think 
you will find three trees, other than that adjacent to the Kleberg 

52401—60-——_7 





92 . PADRE ISLAND NATIONAL PARK 


County line, I have heard statements here that deer abounded on the 
island I believe and I believe the State of Texas about 30 years ago 
tried to propagate deer down there and they starved to death in 60 
days. There is nothing for them to eat except grass. There are some 
deer, so I have been told, that come over from time to time and have 
wandered across from the King Ranch. That has probably stopped; 
I have never seen a deer on Padre Island of any kind or character. 
There are jackrabbits, rattlesnakes, coyotes, and cattle. Thank you. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. Coover, for your statement. 

Mr. CatiacaHANn. Mr. Coover, do you know if there is available any 
estimate of the oil and gas reserves in the area surrounding Padre 
Island which would be subject to development of the park under the 
terms of that bill. 

Mr. Coover. That would be too technical for me; I think you could 
obtain much sounder information from some of the oil companies that 
own leases there. There has been considerable geophysical work done 
on the island ; there have been extensive surveys and extensive drilling 
on the tidelands on the east edge of the island and on the Laguna 
Madre, running between the mainland and the island. I am sure 
of that and that this committee could get and will probably have 
available to it some geophysical studies. 

Senator Moss. I enferstand that there are statements to be filed by 


some petroleum engineers regarding that—regarding the reserves— 
and also the possibility of drilling for future production. 

Mr. Coover. I would be sure that that would be true, Senator. I 
would like also at this time to reserve the right to file additional 


statements before February the 1st. 
Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. Coover. You may file additional 


statements. 

Mr. Coover. Thank you. 

(Mr. Coover subsequently submitted the following additional state- 
ment. The chairman ordered it printed at this point in the record. ) 


SUPPLEMENTAL STATEMENT OF Davip M. COOVER 


Mr. Chairman, this statement is made as a supplemental statement to that 
made by the writer on December 14, 1959, at the public hearing concerning the 
advisability of establishing a national park or national seashore area on Padre 
Island in Texas. At that hearing Senator Frank E. Moss announced that it 
would be permissible to file supplemental statements with the committee at any 
time before February 1, 1960. This statement is intended to express the current 
views of the same clients represented by the writer at the public hearing. 

While the principal owners of the island were not consulted concerning the 
proposal and were not invited to express their views concerning it, it was quite 
obvious that the advocates had expended considerable effort in the staging of a 
hearing designed only to incorporate within the record statements favorable to 
the establishment of a national park or national seashore area. Many of these 
statements did not in fact concern the worthiness of the project, but were 
predicated largely upon the premise of getting anything at Government expense, 
regardless of cost to the taxpayer or realistic need of the public. Many state- 
ments were made pertaining to the general land conditions and habitation of the 
island which displayed complete ignorance of the true physical conditions. It 
also appears from the brochure prepared by the National Park Service that a 
wholly inadequate survey was made, considering the magnitude of the project. 
Reference. was made by one proponent to the very unusual tree growth on the 
island, when in fact trees are nonexistent. The National Park Service survey 
urged early acquisition for the preservation of the island, citing, among other 
things, that extensive cattle grazing over a long period “has destroyed much 
vegetation, resulting in widespread areas of shifting sand.”. This statement is 
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totally erroneous and it is an established fact that the cattle grazing has, in 
effect, prevented shifting sand and promoted vegetation. A thorough inspection 
of the island will disclose diminished blow sand areas on that part of the island 
populated by cattle. The largest denuded areas are found in the areas not fre- 
quented by cattle. It is common knowledge that the cattle droppings have 
propagated grass growth. A recent statement by a prominent oceanographer 
shows that the island has in fact increased in size over the past years and will 
continue to do so, and this is substantiated by the original grant surveys and 
commonly referred to and more recent Boyles Survey. The Boyles Survey shows 
an increase in area of Padre Island to approximately three times that of the 
original grant. These facts are pointed out to show that the use made of Padre 
Island in the past 75 years has not endangered its areas, and that there can be 
no justifiable reason for a haphazard, ill-planned, hasty determination as to 
whether or not the island should be devoted at this time to a national park. 

As substantial taxpayers, both to the State of Texas and the Federal Govern- 
ment, it is the feeling of my clients that an undertaking of this character should 
have a more mature and thorough study prior to any definitive action in the 
direction of a national seashore or national park area. 

Furthermore, my clients anticipate no appreciable development of the island in 
the near future and there can be no economic reason which would justify hasty 
action in the establishment of either a seashore or park area. 

The public hearing also disclosed that many petitions had been signed in the 
local area. These petitions were presented and presumedly are a part of the 
public record made at the hearing on December 14. It has been learned that 
the signatures of many people to the petitions were obtained through representa- 
tion contrary to the publicly expressed desires of Sentaor Yarbrough. In many 
instances local individuals were induced to sign the petition on the representation 
that the proposed national seashore area or national park would involve but 
a comparatively small segment of the island in the approxmiate middle thereof, 
with the result that fine roadways would be built from the north to the south 
and the south to the north, connecting at the park area. These represenations 
appear to be without substantial foundation, and the cost of adequate highways 
by virtue of the natural state of the island would require the expenditure of 
millions of dollars 

Furthermore, it was represented to many organizations that the establish- 
ment of a national park or a national seashore would in nowise interfere with 
the present use being made of the island by the U.S. Navy for live ammunition 
and bomb target training. Contrary to this representation, there is substantial 
evidence that the establishment of any national seashore area or national park 
on Padre Island would seriously affect the Navy’s use thereof and would in all 
probabilities. require an abandonment of Navy target installations in the area. 
These target installations represent an investment of taxpayers’ funds of the 
United States costing well into hundreds of thousands of dollars. The target 
areas are strategically located and it would be extremely expensive, if not 
impossible, to economically relocated them. 

The Corpus Christi area, from an economic standpoint, leans heavily upon 
the Navy payroll, generated by naval air stations, Corpus Christi, Kingsville, and 
Beeville. Any endangering or diminishing of the Navy operations at Kingsville 
and Beeville would cause very serious economic reversals to both communities, 
if not economic disaster. In this respect particularly, it appeared that a more 
thorough study should be made of this feature prior to any serious consideration 
of the establishment of a national park or national seashore area. Spot check- 
ing among various people endorsing the use of Padre Island for a national sea- 
shore area by petitions filed at the public hearing discloses that the overwhelming 
majority of those signing petitions will strenuously oppose the use of such island 
for park purposes if it endangers the continuance of the naval operation’s use 
of the island, no matter how small the degree. 

Prior to the public hearing it was represented that no effort would be made 
to curtail or interfere with the mineral development of the island in the event 
it was acquired for national seashore area or national park ; yet it has been more 
recently advocated that the mineral estate be acquired. As was pointed out in 
the original statement made by this writer, the mineral values on the island are 
reputedly worth approximately $75 million and have not as yet received full 
development. Income from these producing properties generates vast sums in 
taxation, not only to the Federal Government but to the State of Texas and the 
counties and school districts involved. There are extensive offshore minerals 
presently developed, generating a terrific amount of tax dollars, both to the 
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Federal Government and the State of Texas, a large part of which is channeled 
into. the school funds of the State. It is essential to the maintenance of and 
continued development of these offshore minerals that the lands of Padre Island 
be used for the storage and terminal facilities for this mineral production and 
it appeared from the hearing that this feature deserved a much more extensive 
study to determine its true economic effect, not only as to State economy, but 
national economy. 

The last session of the Legislature of Texas passed a bill, subsequently signed 
by the Governor and now a law, providing for the free and open use of beach 
areas by the public. The practical application of this legislation has not had 
an opportunity to disclose its worthiness, though it is believed to amply provide 
for free access up and down the beaches. There is presently pending litigation 
in the State courts to determine the validity of this law and to delineate the 
right of the public to the free and uninhibited use of the Texas coast beaches. 
It is certainly believed that the full import of this State law should be fully 
developed before any serious consideration is given toward the establishment of 
a national seashore or national park area. 

As stated at the public hearing on December 14, I cannot at this time make 
definite commitment for my clients, as principal landowners of the island, rela- 
tive to their willingness to confirm by proper instruments the right of the public 
to generally use the beach areas owned by them. I did state that no interfer- 
ence has been made of the public’s use of the beaches. For that matter, the pub- 
lic has had more freedom of the use of the island than they would have in any 
national park or national seashore area controlled by National Park Service. I 
did state at the hearing on December 14 that my clients would seriously consider 
any reasonable or proper proposal made to them directed to the end that the 
public, as such, would have guaranteed use of the beach areas or reasonable 
portions thereof. 

Great emphasis was also placed on the fact that a minimum amount of the 
national seashore was being preserved for posterity. There are many who feel 
that the United States has become dangerously involved in the acquisition of 
public domain lands. It is also believed that a more thorough study should be 
made to determine what areas of the shoreline of the United States are presently 
owned by States and municipalities and dedicated to the public, as distinguished 
from the area presently owned by the United States. Many municipally owned 
parks and beaches are better maintained than are many of the national park 
areas, with a resultant greater benefit to the public. In this connection, it is 
pointed out that three large seashore park areas were granted to Nueces County, 
Tex., by the owners of Padre Island at the time the toll causeway was con- 
structed at the north end of Padre Island in 1950. Only one of these park areas 
received any development or patronage and then only a minimum. The other 
two are believed to have possibly reverted to the owners by reason of nondevelop- 
ment or use over a period of years. During the approximately 10 years that the 
causeway has permitted frequency by the public on Padre Island, general use has 
been made of only about 10 miles of the beach area and the beach area in itself 
appears to be the only attraction to the public. Seldom does anyone leave the 
beach and the remainder of the island, though free in access ,has shown no 
attraction to the general public. This area has been freely used and my clients 
have no intention of interfering with the reasonable use thereof at any time 
in the foreseeable future. 

At a time when the general public is clamoring for taxation reductions and 
the general economy of the country has had budgetary difficulties, it is believed 
that any public expenditures on Padre Island should be subservient to other 
more necessitous expenditures, and that the establishment of either a national 
seashore area or national park on Padre Island at this time would be a disservice 
to the already overburdened taxpayers of the United States. 


Senator Moss. Mr. Storey is the next witness, to be followed by Dr. 
Clarence Cottam. 


STATEMENT OF JOHN W. STOREY, REGIONAL LANDSMAN, 
SUN OIL CO. 


Mr. Srory. Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, my name 
is John W. Storey. I am employed by Sun Oil Co. as a regional 
landsman. Padre Island lies within my assigned area. 
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I would like to state on behalf of Sun Oil Co. that we do not oppose 
the creation of a national shoreline recreational area on Padre Island; 
provided it does not involve a taking of or interference with the oil, 
gas, and mineral estate, and provided that it does not interfere with 
Sun Oil Co.’s surface rights on the island, which surface rights are 
used for the produtcion of minerals from both under the island 
and from under offshore areas under lease from the State of Texas. 
Sun has under lease approximately 65,000 acres or half of Padre 
Island, and several thousand acres offshore. We have valuable gas 
production from beneath the island, and from beneath the offshore 
areas, through the installations on the island including necessary 
surface installations in connection with development and production 
of such minerals. 

Considering the nature of the surface of the island, these activities 
do not detract fr om, nor will they interfere with, the use of the island 
as a national seashore recreational area, assuming that the island is 
to be permitted to remain in its natural state. 

We feel that it is unnecessary and that no good purpose could be 
served in a taking of the minerals. To condemn the mineral estate, 
including damages recoverable in such a suit, would be extremely 
costly to the taxpayers, with no offsetting benefit. In fact, the State 
and county taxing authorities would lose a large amount of tax reve- 
nue in severance, ad valorem, school district franchise and other taxes. 
And, if the surface rights, necessary for the production of offshore 
minerals are taken, it would be extremely detrimental to the State 
of Texas and the schoolchildren of the State of Texas. 

We understand other oil companies have operated successfully im 
other parts in this State and elsewhere in the United States without 
hazard to the public, detraction from park use, and more important, 
without revenue loss to the taxing authorities. Consideration should 
also be given to the fact that we are finding less and less new oil and 
gas reserves each year. It would appear to us that it would be a great, 
public loss to eliminate these reserves from the total U.S. supply of 
minerals available for public consumption. 

We ask, therefore, that if you determine that it is in the public 
interest to take a portion of Padre Island for a national seashore 
recreational area, you will also determine that it is in the public in- 
terest to leave the mineral estate intact, together with the surface 
rights of ingress and egress reasonably necessary to explore for, 
develop, and produce such minerals and, together with such surface 
rights as are reasonably necessary to explore for, develop, and pro- 
duce, minerals from the offshore properties. We, of course, would 
necessarily have to have the use of portions of the surface for neces- 

sary installations to accomplish these purposes. We believe that 
they can be erected and maintained in a manner which would consti- 
tute no detraction from the use of the island for the proposed park 
purposes. 

Earlier this year, the Legislature of Texas in passing House Con- 
current Resolution 16 determined that it was not to the State’s ad- 

vantage for these minerals to be condemned, and we believe that the 
Federal Government, upon consideration, will also come to the same 
determination. 
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I want to thank you for this opportunity to appear before you, 
and your consideration of the matters presented herein. Thank you, 
gentlemen. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. Storey, for your statement. 

Dr. Clarence Cottam is our next witness. He will be follower by 
Mr. or Mrs. Meloquet. I am very pleased to announce that Dr. 
Cottam is a native of my State of Utah, and has had a very distin- 


guished career with the Wildlife Service. We are very proud of 
Dr. Cottam and glad to have him here to testify today. 


STATEMENT OF DR. CLARENCE COTTAM, SINTON, TEX. 


Dr. Corram. Thank you, Senator Moss, Senator Yarborough, and 
Congressman Young. I appreciate this opportunity of appearing 
before you. May I state that I am authorized to represent seven 
different agencies and I have also been requested to make a state- 
ment of my own. These agencies representing the National Park 
Association which is a national organization representing the entire 
Nation in the field of national parks, a private agency, of course. 
The San Patricio County courts have asked me to express their 
sentiments. Also the American Ornithologists Union, the Sinton 
Chamber of Commerce, Sinton Rotary Club, Sinton Kiwanis Club, 
and our leading newspaper in San Patricio County, the Sinton Enter- 
prise. I have a prepared statement; the National Park Association 
has sent me a statement of theirs and asked that I give it. It is a 
brief one. I have the resolutions, and then I have a statement of my 
own, and may I say for these other six agencies, I will submit, if they 
haven't alread done so, a statement to you within the next week or 10 
days and you will receive it if that is acceptable. 

Senator Moss. That will be acceptable and they will be placed in 
the record as they come in. 

Dr. Corram. This then is the statement of the National Parks As- 
sociation. Perhaps it is appropriate for me to state that my name is 
Clarence Cottam, director of the Welder Wildlife Foundation, also 
a trustee of the National Parks Association and which is a national 
nonprofit, charitable, educational, and scientific organization with 
headquarters at 1300 New Hampshire Avenue, NW., Washington, D.C. 
I am appearing in these hearings to read the resolution adopted by 
the board of trustees of the National Parks Association on May 21, 
this last year, 1959, regarding the proposed Padre Island seashore 
area. The association has endeavored to approach the question of 
the establishment of such a park in an objective and unbiased manner 
and in scientific spirit, in the hope that such an analysis may be in 
the public interest and may be helpful to the committee in reaching 
its conclusions. 

Their brief resolution is as follows: 

Whereas surveys by the National Park Service prove that the natural shore- 
lines of America on the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, on the Pacific coast, and on 
the Great Lakes, are vanishing rapidly under pressure from speculative real 
estate development ; and 

Whereas the preservation of the greatest possible remainder of the natural 
shoreline in its original condition for the use and enjoyment of present and 
future generations of Americans, is of pressing importance; and 


Whereas the surveys by the Service have indicated that one of the most 
important areas which can and should still be preserved in public ownership 
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is Padre Island and the Laguna Madre behind it on the southern coast of 
Texas; and 

Whereas the National Parks Association has inquired closely into the merits 
of the issue and has caused a survey to be made by its representatives on the 
ground: Therefore be it 

Resolved, That the association finds that Padre Island is of national signifi- 
eance and of a quality suitable for inclusion in the system of reserves admin- 
istered by the National Park Service ; and be it further 

Resolwed, That the association notes the presence of oil and gas drilling and 
extraction operations on the island, offshore, and in the lagoon, which obviously 
detract from the primeval quality of the area at present, and raise questions 
as to the proper classification of the island within the system; but the associa- 
tion considers that these operations may be limited, will probably be relatively 
temporary, can perhaps be controlled by agreement, and are of comparative 
unimportance in the long run; and be it further 

Resolved, That in the event Padre Island is so included in the system, the 
area included should comprise, if possible, the entire island between the present 
county parks at the north and south ends of the island, and should also include 
the Laguna Madre and the coastal lands up to the Intracoastal Canal. 

This is my personal statement: I am a resident of Sinton, Tex., 
and director of the Welder Wildlife Foundation. I wish to speak at 
this public hearing as a private citizen simply because my agency, the 
Welder Wildlife Foundation, is tax exempt, is a tax-exempt insti- 
tution and to eliminate any possible question as to whether it might 
be recommending legislation or not recommending it, I am speaking 
completely and entirely as a private citizen of Sinton, Tex. For 
more than 25 years I was an official of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, or the U.S. Biological Survey, one of its predecessor agen- 
cies. For nearly 8 years I served as Assistant Director of the Fish 
and Wildlife Service. During most of my years of public service 
I traveled extensively over this Nation. 

IT am convinced that one of America’s greatest recreational resources 
is our public shoreline. Our population is increasing explosively and 
as it increases there is a correspondingly growing need for more and 
more recreational areas. Unfortunately, with the expanding increase 
in population and rapid expansion of industry, there has been a 
gradual but rapid decrease in the extent of areas where the public 
can go to satisfy its need to enjoy the great out of doors. 

Along the major part of our coasts our shoreline has vanished from 
public use. Of 3,700 miles of shoreline along our Atlantic gulf coast 
less than 614 percent of this is in Federal and State ownership for 
public recreational use. Of course this does not begin to cover the 
pressing public need; consequently, immediate action is necessary if 
we are to properly serve the millions of Americans who will come 
after us. 

In my opinion the greatest undeveloped and largely unspoiled 
pristine beach in this beloved land of ours is Padre Island along the 
south Texas gulf coast. 

May I state, outside of this, that I am well-acquainted with these 
other areas that, that have been referred to, that the chairman has 
referred to, of Cape Cod and Cape Hatteras as we have a Federal 
refuge right on part of that and I know it intimately; the refuge 
system used to be under my supervision and I am familiar with that, 
and fairly well familiar with the Florida Everglades, the Everglades, 
and the later area is not comparable to over, to over here but the 
other is quite comparable to it and in my opinion they do not com- 
pare with quality, with the great possibilities of Padre Island. That 
is my own personal view, however. 
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The north and south portions of that is already under commercial 
resort development. In my opinion this remarkable area would prop- 
erly fulfill the requirements for a national park or national seashore 
or shoreline area. I feel strongly that the beach should be designated, 
administered and developed as a national recreational area of some 
sort, whatever the park and the State can agree mutually upon, This, 
IT am confident, would be in the best national, State and local interest. 

This place, that is Padre Island, is unique and cannot be duplicated 
in America from the standpoint of historical interest, geological for- 
mations, scenery, climate, and especially, I feel, from its biological 
significance. And as a biologist I want to speak on that aspect. of it 
just: a little bit. I would like to emphasize the greater part of this 
south coastal area can be described as being the bottom of a huge con- 
tinental funnel in bird migration. We have more than 400, probably 
450 species and races of bird that. come through this area, that come 
from the Pacific to the Atlantic, to the Arctic Coast and come 
through here, probably 250 of those use Padre Island as a travel lane 
in migration. Padre Island is one of the more important and exceed- 
ingly so since it is a wintering area for many of these species. If the 
area is developed industrially and for home sites or beach cottages, 
much of its attractiveness for wildlife and the opportunity for study 
and observation would be materially lessened, if not largely destroyed. 
The adjacent coastal bays afford the Nation’s most attractive winter- 
ing ground for the diminishing population of redhead ducks, and 
probably three-fourths of the redhead winter a good part of the 
winter, at least in the Laguna Madre area, within this proposed 
boundary. Many transmigrating birds crossing the gulf, or a por- 
tion of the gulf, need the “unspoiled area on which to land, to rest 
and feed. Some 400, as I stated before, 400, 450 kinds of birds come 
through this area and probably 250 or 200 to 220 use Padre Island 
specifically. 

The less mobile fauna and flora of this coastal zone occur in strips 
or associations of delicately adjusted communities, including the 
marine, salt marsh, mudflats, sandy seashore, dunes, shrubs, and fresh 
dune marshes. Each zone has many forms of distinctive and inter- 
esting life that should be preserved. Preserved for the benefit of 
our children and our children’s children. A number of endemic 
species of unique plants and animals, and a few of them you heard 
about from Dr. Whitehouse’s description and may I say, let’s not 
belittle it, because they are relatively few. 

Now may I digress just one other point, we have in the United 
States and in the North American Continent but 32 or 33 whooping 
cranes. Those cranes this last year brought in $1 million of cold 
cash to the State of Texas in tourist trade. These trees, if there 
are only a half dozen of them, they will bring in much tourist trade 
to south Texas, but don’t kid yourself in thinking it is not that impor- 
tant; I traveled over too much of this country, I know it is important 
and know that in a number of areas where we have the Fish and 
Wildlife Service, it was called in and they were given land and said 
if you will please develop this in order to attract, for visitors, to 
attract more tourist trade, and somebody said this morning, “The 
tourist is worth a bale of cotton.” May I add that it is a damn sight 
easier plucked than a bale of cotton. May I also point out that this 
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area contains a number of endemic species found nowhere else in the 
world and that is important from a scientific standpoint. It is a 
place where a study of species is important. 

Now some of these things seem long-haired to some of you but 
those things scientifically are exceedingly important and should not 
be overruled and to scoff at them indicates a dismal ignorance for 
which I am sorry. It seems to me decidedly in the public’ s interest, 
National, State, and local, that a sizable portion of Padre should 
be set aside as a national recreational area which should include the 

reasonable, a reasonable amount of the gulf and in my opinion, not 
less than a mile in width to take care of the many migratory aquatic 
species that live out in the ocean and in the Laguna Madre up to 
the Intracoastal Waterway. If this = is properly set aside as a 
national recreational area, and be wisely administered as I am sure 
it will be, under the Park Service, and incidentally, I too know Con- 

rad Wirth, I worked with him one time with the Fish and Wildlife 

Service and at one time I had a position in the Fish and Wildlife 
Service comparable to the position he then held in the Park Service, 
and I know him intimately and know he is doing a grand job and 
will do it here. Thank you very much. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Doctor. Dr. Cottam, the committee has 
been furnished an annotated checklist of the mammals of Mustang 
and Padre Islands by Gerald G. Raun, of the Welder Wildlife Founda- 
tion, Sinton, Tex. Mr. Raun works with you I understand. 

Dr. Corram. Mr. Raun is a graduate student who is working for 
his doctor’s degree and is working under the direction of the Uni- 
versity of Texas but he comes to our area where our graduate stu- 


dents receive a stipend or a fellowship, but he is getting his degree 
from the University of Texas. We are giving a number of fellow- 
ships. 

Saas Moss. Thank you, this will be placed in the record immedi- 
ately after your testimony. 

Dr. Corram. Thank you very kindly, Senator. 

(The exhibit referred to follows :) 


AN ANNOTATED CHECKLIST OF THE MAMMALS OF MUSTANG AND PApRE ISLANDS 


(By Gerald G. Raun, Welder Wildlife Foundation, Sinton, Tex.) 


The mammalian fauna of Padre and Mustang Islands has been little studied 
and is consequently very poorly known. Literature references are rare and 
specimens from the islands are not common in collections. 

With what information that we do have a few general conclusions can be 
drawn regarding the islands and the mammals thereon. In general the island 
mammalian fauna is a depauperate mainland fauna. Of approximately 50 
species of terrestrial mammals whose ranges include adjacent mainland areas 
only 18 species are known from the islands. There are six species of marine 
mammals which have been recorded from the waters adjacent, either the Gulf 
of Mexico or the Laguna Madre. Undoubtedly, there are additional forms 
present which have not been recorded, but there are several mainland forms 
which most probably do not reach these offshore barriers. The ecological situa- 
tion found there does not appear favorable for such species as the fox squirrel 
(Sciurus niger), spiny pocket mouse (Liomys irroratus), southern plains wood- 
rat (Neotoma micropus), long-tailed weasel (Mustela frenata), collared peccary 
(Tayassu tajacu), or any of the native cats. One cannot, with certainty, 
restrict these forms to the mainland, but it does not appear likely that they 
would occur naturally on the islands. 
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The islands have probably not been present long enough, nor separated from 
the mainland by a sufficient barrier to allow the genetic isolation necessary for 
much speciation into subspecies distinct from those on the mainland. The 
possibility of such happening in the future seems remote since the activities of 
man have provided routes of dispersal from the mainland and back. Of course, 
the writer recognizes that the works of man are not likely to last through much 
geologic time, but neither will the islands. 

Mustang and Padre Islands, while they have been separate in the past, are 
now joined into a single island. This allows the free interchange of genetic 
material along the entire length of this unique sand barrier. These two islands 
have most likely been joined and separated numerous times through their his- 
tory. This possibility is pointed out forcefully by the extreme difficulty that 
the Texas Game and Fish Commission has had in attempting to cut and main- 
tain fish passes through some of the ofishore islands along the Texas coast. 
Nonetheless, taxonomists recognize three subspecies on the islands which differ 
from the mainland forms. This points out the unique and biologically interesting 
position that the islands occupy. 

The following list of mammals contains only those species which are known 
to occur on Padre and Mustang Islands or in the adjacent waters. 

Eastern mole (Scalopus aquaticus alleni) : Body size averages about 414 to 7% 
inches; tail length less than one-fourth body length. The mole is seldom 
observed as it spends most of its life beneath the surface of the ground. Its 
presence is most often noted by the long, serpentine mounds of dirt left on 
the surface. This dirt is not thrown out by the animal but is pushed up as the 
animal “swims” through the soil. The mole is well built for its existence, having 
strong forelegs with broad, paddle-shaped feet and sharp claws for digging. Its 
eyes are very weak but its sense of smell apparently compensates. It feeds 
mainly on worms and insects. 

Yellow bat (Dasypterus intermedius): Forearm averages about 2 inches in 
length; tail length is just slightly less than body length. The color is a light 
yellowish brown. Very little is known about this tree-dwelling, insectivorous 
bat. Its known range north of Mexico is restricted to the coastal areas of south 
Texas. It has been found roosting in palm trees in the Rio Grande Valley: 
Seemingly, it is a migratory bat as there are no winter records from Texas. 

Eastern cottontail (Sylvilagus floridanus chapmani): Body size averages 
about 13 to 15 inches. Body color, reddish brown above with a distinct rusty 
buff patch on the nape of the neck. The cottontail is much smaller than the 
jackrabbit and has shorter ears. Its gait is more nearly a run than the bound- 
ing of the jackrabbit. This rabbit is reported to be present by the residents but 
is not common. It prefers a more brushy or open wooded situation. 

Black-tailed jackrabbit (Lepus californicus merriami) : Body length about 18 
to 21 inches. Upper parts generally grayish, sometimes nearly black; under- 
parts buff to white. The jackrabbit is a most familiar sight to any Texan who 
has been west of the east Texas woodlands. It is essentially a grassland species 
and seems to be fairly common on the islands. Jackrabbits, when abundant, 
can become serious competitors with range stock. 

Spotted ground squirrel (Citellus spilosoma annectens): Body length about 
514 to 614 inches; tail length about 2 to 3%4 inches. Dorsal coloration in two 
phases, a grayish cinnamon or reddish background having numerous squarish 
white spots. The external ears are quite small. This wary little spermophile 
is active during the day and is quite often seen at a distance. Its holes are 
commonly fotind along the back slopes of the island dunes. It appears to be 
one of the most abundant mammals on the island. It betrays its presence, even 
when not seen, by its characteristic birdlike whistle. 

Texas pocket gopher (Geomys personatus personatus) : Body length averages 
about 7 to 8% inches: tail 2 to 3 inches and naked. The dorsal coloration is a 
dark, drab brown. The pocket gopher is seldom seen on the surface of the 
ground, spending most of its life in its subterranean burrow system. The char- 
acteristic mounds which are thrown up are normally the onlv evidence of its 
presence. This subspecies is restricted to Padre and Mustang Islands. 

Merrian pocket mouse (Peroqnathus merriami merriami) : Rody length aver- 
ages about 21% inches; tail just slightly shorter than body. Dorsal coloration 
bright ochraceous mixed with black; white below. This little pocket mouse is 
usualty found in mesquite situations and does not appear to be very common on 
the islands. 
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Ord kangaroo rat (Dipodomys ordi compactus): Body length about 4 to 544 
inches ; tail slightly longer than body and tufted. Dorsally, the color varies from 
pale to dark golden brown; white below. This beautiful little animal derives its 
name from its elongate hind legs which give it a hopping, kangaroo-like gait. 
Its burrows are commonly found on the back slopes of the dunes and in blow- 
outs. It can be caught easily by hand at night and makes a good pet as it does 
not attempt to bite when handled. The kangaroo rat, as well as the pocket 
mouse, has the ability to live without drinking, obtaining sufficient water from 
its food, even dry seeds. Dipodomys o. compactus is confined to Padre Island. 
A second subspecies (D. o. largus) is known only from Mustang Island. 

Eastern rice rat (Oryzomys palustris terensis): Body length from 5 to 6 
inches; tail length about equal to the body. Dorsally gray to tawny; ventrally 
white to buff. These semiaquatic rodents are found in coastal marshes and 
swamps. They are good swimmers and take to water readily. Many of the 
small spoil bank islands in the Laguna Madre which were formed by dredging 
of the Intracoastal Canal have become heavily populated by rice rats, whereas 
there are no other native rodents present. This invasion has occurred in a rela- 
tively few years and required a swim of about one-quarter mile from the main 
islands or longer from the mainland. 

Fulvous harvest mouse (Reithrodontomys fulvescens intermedius): Body 
length averages about 3 inches; tail considerably longer than body. The dorsal 
pelage is a bright reddish-brown; white below. This is one of our most attrac- 
tive rodents. It frequents grassy flats. Spherical nests are often constructed 
about the ground, woven among the tall stems of grass. This mouse does not 
appear to be very abundant on the island. The very long tail along with the 
bright color are the best recognition features. 

White-footed mouse (Peromyscus leucopus teranus): Body length averages 
about 314 to 4 inches; tail slightly less than body. Dorsal coloration is reddish 
brown to grayish; white below. The tail is indistinctly bicolored; dark above, 
white below. This mouse prefers wooded or brushy situations which are absent 
on the islands and hence it is not common. The gassy flats back of the dunes 
where the white-footed mouse has been taken appear to be more suitable for the 
closely related and similar deer mouse (P. maniculatus). Rockport is the 
closest recorded locality where the deer mouse has been taken. These two 
species can be distinguished from each other with difficulty, mainly on the basis 
of tail coloration. The deer mouse has a distinctly bicolored tail. 

Grasshopper mouse (Onychomys leucogaster longipes) : Body length averages 
about 414 inches; tail usually less than half the body length. Color is gray 
above; white below. The tip of the tail is usually white. The grasshopper 
mouse can be distinguished from the wood mouse on the basis of color, but 
more surely on the length of the tail. Insects constitute the bulk of the diet 
and this pretty little rodent is reported to be a fierce and voracious hunter. 
In captivity, and probably in nature, it will kill and eat other mice. Trapping 
efforts in April of 1959 showed that the grasshopper mouse was one of the most 
abundant small mammals on the island. 

Cotton rat (Sigmodon hispidus berlandieri): Body length about 5 to 6% 
inches; tail slightly shorter than body. Color dark brown to blackish above; 
dirty white to buff below. The feet are black. This is the rodent which caused 
so much crop damage in the winter garden area of Texas in 1958. Populations 
of the cotton rat are somewhat cyclic in nature, building up to a tremendous 
peak over long periods of time and then suddenly crashing. Damage in infested 
areas can become critical. On Padre Island the cotton rat is found in the grass 
a the dunes. They were common but not abundant during the spring 
0 59. 

House mouse (Mus musculus): Body length about 3% inches; tail slightly 
longer and only scantily haired. The color is variable. The upper parts are 
usually a brownish gray and the underparts are somewhat paler, sometimes 
white. The house mouse, along with the Norwegian and black rats, was intro- 
duced into the New World in the 18th century. Since then it has followed 
European man throughout the Western Hemisphere. Where man goes, the 
house mouse will not be far behind. These pests belong to the family Muridae, 
of which there are no native species in the New World. The easiest way to 
identify a house mouse is by the smell. No native mouse has the distinctive 
odor (musty) which people have come to recognize as “mousey.” The house 
mouse is normally found around human habitation, but does occur ferally. 
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Beaked whale (Mesoplodon densirostris) : Body length about 14 feet. Color 
of upper parts is blackish; the underparts are paler. Very little is known about 
these whales. A single specimen was stranded on Padre Island in 1946. There 
is some difference of opinion as to the species identification, but it is probably 
correct. 

Pygmy sperm whale (Kogia breviceps): Body length about 9 to 13 feet. 
Upper parts black; underparts gray to pinkish. Two specimens of this rare 
whale are known from the Texas coast. One was found washed ashore on 
Mustang Island and the other on Padre Island. 

Spotted dolphin (Stenella plagiodon) : Length about 5 to 7 feet. Upper parts 
black, spotted with white or gray; lower parts gray, spotted with darker gray. 
The skull of one speciman was found in a taxidermy shop in Port Aransas, Tex. 
It was reputedly harpooned in the ship channel at Port Aransas. 

Atlantic bottle-nosed dolphin (T7'ursiops truncatus): Length about 10 to 12 
feet. Upper parts a dark, grayish brown; underparts whitish. This is the 
common dolphin of the Texas coast and is the one commonly seen in the ship 
channel between Aransas Pass and Port Aransas. 

Short-finned blackfish (Globicephala macrorhyncha) : Length about 18 to 20 
feet. Color black. This small whale has been recorded from Aransas Pass 
and two specimens are known to have been stranded on St. Joseph’s Island, 
a small barrier island immediately to the north of Mustang Island. 

Coyote (Canis latrans texensis): The familiar coyote needs no description. 
It is a southwestern trademark. While its total extermination seems to be the 
fond wish of many ranchers and a few Government officials, there can be no 
denying that it serves a useful purpose in the natural community. Food studies 
have shown that the great bulk of the diet consists of rodents and rabbits. On 
these offshore barrier islands crabs and fish are also eaten. 

Raccoon (Procyon lotor fuscipes): The familiar raccoon is one of the more 
widely distributed of our North American mammals, ranging from southern 
Mexico well into Canada. They are nocturnal, omnivorous, and very adaptable 
animals. They are good climbers and prefer a habitat near water. They are 
probably not common on the islands. 

Badger (Tazvidea tarus berlandieri): Body length about 18 to 20 inches; 
tail about one-fourth body length. Upper parts are a grizzled yellowish brown 
with a white stripe from the nose backward to shoulders. This large cousin 
of the skunks is easily recognized by its broad, squat body and very short legs. 
It is a pugnacious character and a formidable fighter. The badger feeds largely 
on ground squirrels and gophers and is well constructed for digging these rodents 
out of their burrows. 

Tamualipan hog-nosed skunk (Conepatus leuconotus terensis): Body size 
about 14 to 17 inches in males (females slightly less) ; tail somewhat shorter. 
Color black with a single broad white stripe from the top of the head to the base 
of the tail. The tail is generally all white with a few black hairs. The 
Tamualipan rooter or hog-nosed skunk ranges into south Texas from Mexico. 
The most northern locality on record is Aransas County. This skunk is much 
less common throughout its range than the more familiar striped skunk and is 
uncommon on Padre Island. 

Manatee (Trichechus manatus latirostris) : Body size about 7 feet. Color a 
uniform dull gray; body naked: muzzle with stiff bristles. Manatees are found 
in marine bays and sluggish rivers. They feed on aquatic vegetation, and are 
sometimes referred to as “sea cows.” It is supposed that the dugongs, relatives 
of the manatees, were the source of the legends about mermaids. It would 
take a very active imagination to transform these ungainly beasts into beautiful 
women. The manatees are quite rare and the Laguna Madre could furnish a 
good refuge area. They are probably more common at the southern end of the 
island. 

Several additional species of mammals, listed below, might be expected to 
oecur on the island but have not, to my knowledge, been recorded there. 

Opossum (Didelphis marsupialis terensis). 

Least shrew (Cruptotis parva berlandieri). 

Desert shrew (Notiosorer crawfordi crawford). 

Cave bat (Myotis velifer incautus). 

Rastern pipistrelle (Pipistrellus subflavus subflavus). 

Big brown bat (Eptesicus fuscus fuscus). 

Red bat (Lasiurus borealis borealis). 

Seminole bat (Lasiurus seminolus). 

Hoary bat (Lasiurus cinereus cinereus). 
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Evening bat (Nycticeius humeralis humeralis). 

Mexico free-tailed bat (Tadarida braziliensis mewvieana). 

Nine-banded armadillo (Dasypus novemcinctus mexricanus ). 

Hispid pocket mouse (Perognathus hispidus hispidus). 

Coues’ rice rat (Oryzomys couesi aquaticus) : Probably limited to the extreme 
southern end, if present. 

Pygmy mouse (Baiomys taylori taylori). 

Eastern spotted skunk (Spilogale putorius indianola). 

Striped skunk (Mephitis mephitis varians). 

West Indian seal (Monachus’ tropicalus) : Possible sight records reported from 
the lower Laguna Madre. 

Padre and Mustang Islands (now joined) occupy a unique position with re- 
spect to the mammals of Texas. This warrants a much more intensive study 
than has yet been undertaken. Indeed, the islands remain essentially unknown. 

These islands are unique in that they provide an essentially uniform environ- 
ment extending along some 150 miles of Texas coast. Islands of similar origin 
and nature occur north of Mustang as far as Galveston Bay and south of Padre 
to Altamira, Tamualipas, Mexico, 250 miles south of Brownsville. The main- 
land flanking the islands is not nearly so uniform. Thus the islands provide a 
possible avenue of dispersal northward for numerous forms of vertebrates 
which reach their known northward limits of distribution in extreme south 
Texas. The reverse condition is true for those forms which reach their southern 
limits in the vicinity of Aransas, San Patricio, and Nueces Counties. 

Furthermore, the islands provide a good area for studies on the important 
problems of speciation. Three forms of mammals are currently recognized as 
distinet on the islands. This problem needs to be scrutinized much more 
thoroughly. 

There are many interesting problems to be investigated at this point in our 
knowledge. More careful biological studies will, as always, increase the number 
of problems and add much valuable information to our undesrtanding of nature. 
For these reasons, as well as more esthetic ones, Padre Island, in its present 
nearly undisturbed state, deserves protection. The disruptive influences of man, 
too often unintelligent and destructive, can rapidly convert an area from one of 
interest, value, and beauty into a garbage heap, eliminating its usefulness to the 
present and the future. 


Senator Moss. Mr. and Mrs. Niquette. Is Mrs. A. B. Emmett here? 
Is Hardy R. Fields here? 

Senator Yarnoroucnu. Mr. Chairman, I have a communication from 
Mr. Fields if he is not present. He sent it to the Honorable James 
Murray and he sent me a copy and I would like to read part of three 
sentences. 


This project is favored by practically everyone in the entire gulf coast area 
except the landowners and the real estate promoters, and if the landowners and 
promoters could have their way, they would fence and post every beach in 
Texas and forbid every person access to the beaches unless they paid a fee, and 
by the time they have finished with their bulldozers and motels and hotels, there 
wouldn’t be a natural thing left on any beach in Texas and the poor man couldn’t 
afford to take his family to the seashore because they would have him priced 
clear out. 


Now this follows with the number of acres in the national forest 
and the different blocks of land left open for recreational purposes. 
Mr. Chairman, I ask leave to put this letter of Hardy R. Fields of 
4536 Polk Avenue, Houston, Tex., in the record. His argument or 
statements show that his axiom is not an American conclusion unsup- 
ported by facts. 

Senator Moss. The letter will be placed in the record at this point. 

Houston, Trex., December 1, 1959. 
Hon. JAMES MURRAY, 


Chairman, Senate Interior and Insular Affairs Committee, 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Senator: It is my understanding that the Senate Interior Affairs Sub- 
committee will hold a public hearing in Corpus Christi, Tex., on December 14, 
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1959, concerning the proposal of creating a national seashore park on Padre 
Island. 

This project was proposed by Senator Ralph Yarborough of Texas and is 
favored by practically everyone in the entire gulf coast area except the land- 
owners and the real estate promoters. 

If the landowners and real-estate promoters could have their way, they would 
fence and post every beach in Texas and forbid every person access to the beaches 
unless they paid a fee. 

By the time the real-estate promoters finished with their bulldozers and 
motels and hotels, there wouldn’t be a natural thing left on any beach in Texas 
and the poor man couldn’t afford to take his family to the seashore because 
they would have him priced clear out. 

With the exception of our little 600,000 acres of national forest scattered in 
comparatively small blocks through east Texas, the only open recreation ground 


left in Texas was the beaches of the gulf coast. This year in the case of 
Luttes v. Texas our Supreme Court of Texas made its final ruling on the case 
which stated that landowners who owned the land adjoining the beach had 
ownership down to the high tide mark. This ruling left only the beach area 
between high tide and low tide as public beach. Wouldn’t you love to try to 
have a weekend picnic at the beach in that meager area? 

As a result of this ruling, based on English common law, our good State 
legislator, Bob Eckhardt, who had the backing of thousands of gulf coast inhabi- 
tants pushed through legislation in Austin that so far has kept the beaches 
open. How long they stay open will depend on whether our courts still want 
to cling to the English feudal system of land ownership or whether they will 
change and apply some American commonsense based on the opinion of our 
only friend Supreme Justice Clyde Smith, who stated that the beach is part 
of the ocean bottom and belongs to God Almighty, therefor, to all the people. 

In view of the possibility that we may lose every beach in Texas, I would 
say it would be one of the greatest blunders possible if Congress fails to create 
a national seashore park on Padre Island. 

Yours truly, 
Harpy R. FIeps. 


Senator Moss. Miss Margaret L. Hill. 

Senator YarsoroucH. Miss Hill is with the Texas Ornithology 
Society and she notified me that she would be unable to be present 
although she has filed an application to testify. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Senator. Smiley Davis? Dave 
S-h-r-o-y-e-r. And then Guy Watts will be called next. 


STATEMENT OF DAVID L. SHROYER, REPRESENTING THE YOUNG 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF SAM HOUSTON STATE COLLEGE 


Mr. Suroyer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, my name is David L. 
Shroyer. I am from Sam Houston State College, Huntsville, Tex., 
and I am representing the Young Democratic Club of Sam Houston 
State College. Senator Yarborough has already mentioned the peti- 
tion that was compiled at. the college by the Young Democratic Club 
of Sam Houston which included the signature of president, Dr. Har- 
mon Lowman, and many hundreds of the students and faculty at the 
college. I sincerely believe that this illustrates the widespread inter- 
est and support of the Padre Island measure. 

We know that throughout the United States it is becoming increas- 
ingly popular to have a membership in a country club or to own a 
beach house. This is very good, but, as students, we represent the 
large group of Americans who have little access to private recrea- 
tional facilities. Our major concern is for this class of Americans: 
we feel it is our duty to provide public recreational facilities for our- 
selves and future generations. 
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The element of escapism is found in all humanity and millions of 
Americans turn toward the sea to escape the turmoil and strife of the 
20th century. Padre Island is undoubtedly the most beautiful, un- 
spoiled seashore area in the United States. 

Previous testimony has shown the intense local interest for the past 
two decades. For example, on March 25, 1937, State Representative 
W. E. Pope introduced a bill in the State legislature which would 
make Padre Island a State park since the completion of the Padre 
Island causeway in 1950 many millions of cars have crossed the cause- 
way to Padre Island. 

I could go on and elaborate on this but there is no need. 

As students at Sam Houston State College, we members of the 
Young Democratic Club of Sam Houston State College have not been 
intimidated by the “beat” generation. Rather, we are extremely in- 
terested in the preservation of the great American culture. 

Therefore, we strongly encourage this committee to recommend the 
passage of the Padre Island National Seashore legislation, so that 
more Texans and Americans may turn to the sea in search of a closer 
union with nature and God. 

Thank you. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. Shroyer. I particularly want to 
congratulate you and the students for being interested in this matter. 
I think it is an excellent thing that the students have interested them- 
selves and designated you to come here and make a statement in their 
behalf. We are very glad to have you. 

Mr. Guy Watts. IsMr.Wattshere? Mrs. Edna Miner? 

Mr. CatnacHaNn. Mrs. Miner had to leave as she was feeling ill. 
She has filed her statement. 

Senator Moss. It will appear at this place in the record. 

(The statement is as follows :) 

Hovuston, Tex., December 5, 1959. 
Hon. JAMES E. MuRRay, 
Chairman, Interior and Insular Affairs Committee, 
New Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 


DEAR Sir: We believe that immediate action by the Congress to establish a 
national seashore recreation area on Padre Island is as important for the great- 
est good of the Nation as was the legislation that resulted in creation of the 
Great Smoky Mountain National Park between North Carolina and Tennessee 
25 years ago. 

Then, as now, the project was too big for the States and it took great effort 
by the people, in cooperation with public-spirited statesmen and legislators, to 
set aside a portion of the Smoky Mountains for the people. 

At this time we, the people, have another priceless opportunity to work with 
Congress in preserving the longest undeveloped sand barrier in the country for 
the enjoyment of all. 

The trip to the Big Bend National Park is a long one for most of us. The 
Padre Island Recreation Area on the gulf would be the extreme opposite of the 
mountainous Big Bend area and we could expect that tourist attendance of one 
would also increase the attendance of the other. 

It is our hope that the great opportunity of this generation will be understood 
and appreciated by our statesmen so that the project will be realized by imme 
diate action. 

Sincerely yours, 


Mrs. Epna WoLF MINER. 
Senator Moss. Mrs. James Grass, Mrs. Grass, Joe Hall, W. T. Hunt, 
Mr. Hunt, Mrs. James Reynolds ? 
Senator YarsoroucH. Mr. Chairman, Mrs. Reynolds filed a state- 
ment in lieu of appearing in person. 
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Senator Moss. That will be received by its committee. 

Mr. Harry Fainer. Dr. Richard Albert, would you come forward ? 
Then Mr. R. E. Womacks will be called next, then Mr. Heine will be 
the witness after him. 


STATEMENT OF DR. RICHARD 0. ALBERT, PRESIDENT, ALICE 
AUDUBON SOCIETY 


Dr. Arzert. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I am Dr. Richard O. 
Albert, general surgeon from Alice, Tex. I am here to speak for the 

reservation of Padre Island if it be at all possible. I speak on behalf 
of the Alice Audubon Society, of which I am president, on behalf of 
the Brooks-Duval-Jim Wells Counties Medical Society, of which I am 
secretary-treasurer, and, also, on behalf of myself as an individual. 

These days a great deal of land is being improved, cleared of all 
native vegetation and, therefore, destroying much of our flora and 
fauna. We do not like to see this take place, and we want to take steps 
to preserve as much as possible so that we and our children may enjoy 
them. Padre Island is still largely in its natural state, and it is the 
only sizable stretch of natural beach left in the United States. There- 
fore, we wish to go on record as strongly favoring its preservation. 

In two weeks I have secured 834 signatures on petitions, urging this, 
citizens mostly from Alice, but, also from San Diego, Benavides, 
Premont, Kingsville, Lubbock, Seagraves, El] Paso, Laredo, Bishop, 
Falfurrias, Agua Dulce, Orange Grove, and others. Let their voices 
be heard. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Dr. Albert. We appreciate your state- 
ment. Mr. Aalbert Heine, Mr. Heine, and then he will be followed by 
Mr. Costa. 


STATEMENT OF AALBERT HEINE, DIRECTOR, CORPUS CHRISTI 
JUNIOR MUSEUM 


Mr. Hetne. Mr. Chairman, I am Aalbert Heine. First of all, I am 
the director of the Corpus Christi Junior Museum and, secondly, I 
speak in behalf of myself and I speak in the name of the executive 
board of the museum and in the name of about 3,000 adult and student 
members of the museum. 

Our work is dedicated to education in the field of man and nature; 
our primary concern is appreciation of nature, understanding of ecol- 
ogy. and the promotion of the fundamentals of conservation. 

The Corpus Christi Junior Museum endorses fully any efforts to- 
ward the establishment of a national seashore area on Padre Island. 
The details of the actual procedure to be left to the experts. 

To speak only in name of myself I would like to add the following 
observations: A director of a museum feels more strongly than any 
other professional that those things we believe we own, are not really 
ours. We are only the keepers of objects and other properties handed 
down by past generations. 

A Rembrandt in its lifespan of 300 years has certainly belonged to 
a great number of owners. All these people had full rights to it, 
but luckily for us they did not paint mustaches on the painted figures 
in it, or carved their name on it or set it on fire. They had all the 
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rights in the world to do this, but they did feel a sense of responsi- 
bility beyond that of plain ownership. We are very fortunate that 
not all Greek and Roman statutes were damaged like the Venus de 
Milo was, or that there was only one Napoleon who did target prac- 
tice on the nose of the great. Sphinx. I have in the museum a small 
statue that dates from 2500 B.C. It originates in Egypt and is 
almost 4,500 years old. So often when I hold it, do I thank all the 
unknown owners of it who kept it so carefully, so we would be able 
io enjoy it. And I ever so often make the silent promise to be just 
as careful with it as they were, and I speculate where it might be 
4,000 years from now. 

We all have in trust for future generations the land we live on, 
and nature around us. 

I have little patience with people that use the word “Federal Gov- 
ernment” as if they were nasty words. Too many citizens lack the 
understanding that we are the Federal Government. And when I 
hear that 20 percent of our country is owned by the Federal Govern- 
ment I feel justly proud to be part owner of all that beauty, and I 
only regret that it is only that small a percentage. I feel this espe- 
cially strongly because I was not. born in these United States. 

Maybe living so close to all this beauty makes others forget their 
debts and responsibilities in this respect. 

Padre Island does not belong to landowners, homeowners, oil com- 
panies, or cattle raisers. They can only use it and they just as we 
have the duty to protect it for those who come after us. 

America has always been the country with a conscience. Now 
again, it is time to show this and I urge every citizen to support this 
cause which is of such vital importance to your grandchildren and 
even more so to your great-grandchildren. 

Thank you. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. Heine. That is a very fine 
statement. 

Mr. Kenelm Costa. He will be followed by Mrs. Jeff Taylor. 

You may be seated and proceed, Mr. Costa. 


STATEMENT OF KENELM COSTA, CORPUS CHRISTI, TEX. 


Mr. Costa. My name is Kenelm Costa, of Corpus Christi. I have 
a resolution from the professional staff of the Gulf Coast Council, 
Boy Scouts of America, which I would like to read: 


Whereas Padre Island has remained relatively unchanged for centuries as 
an object of natural beauty; and 

Whereas Padre Island is a vital part of our natural heritage and is unsur- 
passed in its form of natural beauty anywhere in the world; and 

Whereas the Government of the United States of America has indicated an 
interest in preserving some part of Padre Island in its natural state for the 
orn of future generations as a national seashore area: Now, therefore, 

e it 

Resolved by the staff of the Gulf Coast Council, Boy Scouts of America, this 
14th day of December 1959, That we favor the creation of a national seashore 
area on Padre Island, that the views of said staff be expressed at a public 
hearing before Members of the U.S. Senate in Corpus Christi, Tex., on Decem- 
ber 14, 1959, by the county judge of Nueces County, Tex., and that a copy of 
this resolution be presented the proper Federal authorities. 

Signed by A. C. Williamson, Scout executive; William Farler, the assistant 
Scout executive; J. Vern Herring, director of _ camping: and -training; and 
Gerald Harrigill, district Scout executive. 

52401—60—__8 
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For myself, I do not have a prepared statement as I did not know I 
was going to be before you gentlemen. I am a blooming Yankee and 
have lived most of my life up in the North and I’ve been very grateful 
to have the opportunity to come down here. This is a fine country and 
some parts of this country can still be seen in the raw as it was before 
Americans became civilized. It is a wonderful opportunity for these 
Scouts to go out to a natural place like this where they can study some 
of the skills like nature conservation, bird study, right where it is 
happening. Believe me, in taking these boys out there—and I’ve 
had 28 years with them— is a wonderful experience, and we ask that 
those things, which we elders have got to look forward to, as the 
preservation of this part of America, for the unborn citizens that are 
coming here. You must heartily realize that when they can see the 
country as it was many years ago, the boys have expressed their 
opinions to me since this has been coming up, and you’d be surprised 
at the interest our younger generations are taking in the things of 
this nature, making this island a national park for their benefit and 
also for the benefit of the future generation. Thank you, sir. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mr. Costa. That’s very fine. Mrs. Jud 
Taylor, and then Mr. Ronald Bridges will take the stand. 


STATEMENT OF MRS. JUD TAYLOR, CORPUS CHRISTI, TEX. 


Mrs. Taytor. I speak as an individual and as the founder of the 
Coastal Bend Shell Club. 

Senator Moss. Would you give your address? 

Mrs. Taytor. I am Mrs. Jud Taylor, of Corpus Christi. I 
strongly urge and ask, in the name of the Coastal Bend Shell Club, the 
preservation of Padre Island with a minimum of a hundred miles in 
length for a national seashore park. Dr. Cottam and Mr. Aalbert 
Heine have so ably expressed better than I, the reasons why we, as 
members of the club and as individuals, feel that this should be done. 
I will not repeat but we do urge that this be done. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mrs. Taylor. 

Mr. Ronald Bridges. Mr. Charles Haus, is he present? Mr. J. 
Baylor Bell, is he present? Mrs. Emmett? I think we’ve called the 
list of the ones who submitted their names. 

Rev. Atrrep Henpricks. I should desire to testify sometime. 

Senator Moss. All right, you may. Would you please give your 
name and address and we will be glad to hear you. 


STATEMENT OF REV. ALFRED HENDRICKS, CORPUS CHRISTI, TEX. 


Reverend Henpricks. I am the Reverend Alfred Hendricks, of 
Corpus Christi, Tex. 

I should like to speak on behalf of the American travelers, travelers 
who in two senses, those who travel from community to community 
because of their occupation which so moves them, and this is the large 
share and an increasing share of the American public, and as one who 
has traveled from New England to the Midwest and now down to the 
Southwest, and I should like to speak beause, for the preservation of 
this unique opportunity of enjoying nature that you have here. I 
have traveled the beaches of New England and have had fences put in 
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my path as I traveled down the beach; I felt like an interloper. They 
have fences on their front yards, and their private clubs, and I think 
we would hate to see such a thing happening here. I would like to 
speak also on behalf of those people that, the travelers, the tourist who 
become so easy to pluck, as Dr. Cottam said, because I have done a 
great deal of traveling this past summer and I spent a full 2 months 
traveling through the State and National parks of the United States 
and I saw many people from all over the country doing likewise, they 
were traveling with their families and their dollars to enrich the areas 
which they happened to be traveling through, and to enjoy the 
heritage, the priceless heritage which is ours through the National 
Park Service; the opportunity to get away for a moment from the 
business and the dizziness of our people, overpeopled civilization, to 
get close to nature, to get close to the wellsprings of our being, for after 
all we are children of nature and we need the sustenance and the 
springs which the natural world can afford in its pristine and pure 
sense, and so I speak for the development of Padre Island as a National 
Park Service seashore area, and I ask that at least 100 miles be pre- 
served for it. If you do not preserve a large shore, you will have very 
little to speak for. Let us think big in Texas so that the big United 
States may be proud and if we want to interject international politics, 
we might remind ourselves that Russia at the moment is setting aside 
a larger area too, do we want her to beat us in this area as she is now 
propelling, outpropelling us in peace ? 

Thank you. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Reverend Hendricks. We appreciate 
your statement. 

Would you like to make a statement, Mrs. Price? Please give your 


name and address and any organization that you represent. 


STATEMENT OF MRS. ARMSTRONG PRICE, CHAIRMAN OF THE 
CORPUS CHRISTI CITY PARK BOARD 


Mrs. Price. Well, [ am Mrs. Armstrong Price here, Corpus Christi, 
and I am chairman of the city park board and we have filed a statement 
for, the endorsement for a national seashore area on Padre Island 
but if it is financially impossible to get a start because of the oil prob- 
lems, perhaps we could also get St. Joseph. St Joseph Island is cer- 
tainly a fine island and has been very, very, left quiet in its natural state 
except for one large building that Mr. Whitson built, but we are, of 
course, in favor of the larger area, Padre Island, as large an area as 
we can possibly acquire, but perhaps we could have St. Joseph too. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Mrs. Price. 

We certainly appreciate the attendance and the testimony of these 
witnesses. Senator Yarborough has two or three telegrams and com- 
munications that he would like to enter into the record this morning. 

Senator Yarsoroucnu. Mr. Chairman, among the many resolutions, 
the letters, and telegrams, I have extracted these as being either so 
noteworthy in their content or representing such a large group that 
I think their names should be read at this time. I will not read por- 
tions of these except for two or three. 

First is a telegram from the Postal Letter Carriers of the State 
of Texas, from Houston, Tex., T. A. Cotton, legislative chairman, 
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Postal Letter Carriers, endorsing this proposal and agreeing the 
national seashore area should be a hundred miles of Padre Island. 

The next is a resolution of the Gragg-Sherrill Post No. 248 of the 
American Legion of Corpus Christi, Tex., favoring the seashore area 
and they ask that this resolution be incorporated into the record in 
full. 

The next is an individual letter but it has unique information in it 
or material that I think should go into the record, from I. K. Shef- 
field, speaking on behalf of himself and his wife, from Houston, Tex. 

Next is a resolution from the East Texas Nature Club from Beau- 
mont, Tex., Lucy S. Turner, secretary, certified by this entire club 
in favor of this area. It points out that only 614 percent of all beach 
areas along the entire Atlantic and gulf coasts are presently being 
preserved for posterity by all local, State, and Federal agencies com- 
bined. That’s in one sentence. 

The next is a telegram from Mrs. Neil D. Brantly, chairman of the 
Community Service Texas Garden Clubs, Inc., 2603 Quenby Road, 
Houston, Tex., endorsing this, that Padre Island be preserved in its 
natural state. 

And the next, the Nueces County Democratic Women’s Alliance, 
certified by the president and secretary, endorsing this project, the 
Padre Island Seashore Area. 

And then a resolution of the San Antonio Shell Club, of San An- 
tonio, Tex., signed by the president, and there is a list of the names 
of the members attached. 

An identical resolution is submitted by the San Antonio Under- 
water Club, of San Antonio, Tex., and signed by the president of that 
club. 

The next is from the Coastal Bend Shell Club, of Corpus Christi, 
Tex. They send a resolution signed by the president, Mrs. L. J. 
Floyd. That club is at Corpus Christi. 

The next is a resolution from the Democratic Women of Bexar 
County, in San Antonio, Tex., certified by the president and vice 
president, endorsing this entire area as a natural seashore area. 

Then a resolution by the board of directors of the Southside Lions 
Club of Corpus Christi, Nueces County, Tex., passed on December 8, 
1959, endorsing this proposal. 

And then a telegram from Bill Elliott, county judge of Harris 
County, at Houston, stating that their commissioners court of Harris 
county has unanimously gone on record with the resolution in support 
of the Padre Island Club. 

Next is a telegram from Mrs. R. D. Randolph, national committee- 
woman from Texas, endorsing this and requests that this be preserved 
for the people of Texas and their children in its natural wonderland ; 
and that’s only one extract of the telegram. 

Next is a telegram from Mrs. Ellana Ball—and I am offering tliat 
because of a statement in it a little unique in comparison with the 
others. This is addressed to the Senator: “That the people are de- 
pending on you to preserve for them and their beneficial use of Padre 
Island; man needs places as well as opportunities to recreate himself 
that he may preserve his spirit and not be enmeshed in materialistics.” 
Mrs. Ball, of Houston. 
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And the next is from the county democratic chairman of Harris 
County, Woodrow Seals, and we will offer the entire telegram. 


Senator RALPH YARBOROUGH, 
Corpus Christi, Ter.: 

The proposed Padre Island legislation that you are pushing is one of the most 
important pieces of legislation, as far as Texas is concerned, that will be pro- 
posed in the next few years. We want you to exert your utmost effort to secure 
this natural place of beauty for all the citizens of America in the years to come. 


Wooprow SEALS, 
Democratic County Chairman, Houston, Tex. 


The next is a telegram from the Commissioners Court of Brooks 
County, Falfurrias, Tex., endorsing this entire seashore area. 

The next is a telegram from Mrs. John W. Lessassier, of Midland, 
speaking on behalf of 100 of the Midland, Tex., Naturalists. 

Next I would like to read from Billy B. Goldberg’s letter. Billy 
is a Democratic State committeeman from Harris County, and he said: 


I would like to add my expression of approval to the efforts now being made 
for the conversion of Padre Island into a national seashore park, and I hope if 
this is done that it will be “Texas size.” It seems to me that for the park to 
be authentic, it would require substantially all of the island to be in its natural 
state. Otherwise, there would be no more realism than there would be to an 
Indian wigwam located between two skyscrapers. 

I hope the hearings about to begin in Corpus Christi will prove fruitful. How- 
ever, I am inclined to paraphrase the expression of one of our great Americans 
to the effect that the world will little note nor long remember what is said there 
but that if steps are taken to implement this which is so important for genera- 
tions yet unborn, the world will certainly long remember what is being done 
there. This park certainly belongs in the vision of an even more wonderful 
America of the future. 

Yours sincerely, 
Brity B. GOLpBere. 


Senator Moss. These selected communications, telegrams, and let- 
ters will all be printed in the record at this point. 


RatPH YARBOROUGH, 
Corpus Christi, Tex.: 


The postal letter carriers throughout the State of Texas is for the bill to create 
a national park out of 100 miles of Padre Island. Please insert this in com- 
mittee hearings. Thanks. 
T. A. CoTToN, 
Legislative Chairman, Postal Letter Carriers. 


RESOLUTION OF THE GRAGG-SHERRILL Post No. 248, THE AMERICAN LEGION, 
Corpus Curetstt1, TEx. 


Whereas it has been proposed, and legislation has been introduced in our 
national Congress to set aside for public use of present and future generations 
certain beach areas fronting our gulf and ocean areas; and 

Whereas a considerable part of Padre Island beach has been included in the 
proposed area to be considered for this purpose; and 

Whereas this whole area of southwest Texas would benefit, and its prosperity 
advanced, if the Padre beach proposal was accepted and adopted as a national 
seashore development and preserved for public use: Therefore be it 

Resolved, That this American Legion Post No. 248, of the Gragg-Sherrill Post, 
go on record as favoring this constructive proposal and pledge ourselves as part 
of our community service program to support it. 
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Houston, Trex., December 2, 1959. 
Hon. JAMES E. MuRRAY, 
Chairman, Interior and Insular Affairs Committee, 
Washington, D.C. 

DeAR Sir: My wife joins me in writing you and asking that our request for 
Padre Island to be made a national seashore park and include in the records of 
the public meeting to be held at Corpus Christi, Tex., on December 14, 1959. 

Of all the shorelines of the United States, I know of none other that can com- 
pare with Padre Island. This 95-mile stretch of beach is unhampered in view 
and is a feeding and nesting place for many birds. The island would make a 
beautiful bathing beach and wonderful place for conchologists. 

We not only should seek pleasure places for our present generation, but look 
into the future and prepare and set aside natural resorts for generations to come. 

I am sure that your committee will act wisely and make a worthwhile recom- 
mendation on the Padre Island bill. 

We thank you very much. 

Respectfully submitted. 

I. K. SHEFFIELD. 


RESOLUTION OF THE East TEXAS NATURE CLUB, BEAUMONT, TEx. 


The East Texas Nature Club, of Beaumont, recognizes that natural beach 
areas are fast disappearing from the American scene and that only 6144 percent 
of all beach areas along the entire Atlantic and gulf coasts are presently being 
preserved for posterity by all local, State, and Federal agencies combined. It 
recognizes also that the present generation owes it to posterity to provide more 
areas where future generations can see the pattern of America as the Creator 
made it and enjoy the wild spaciousness that is their heritage. 

Whereas Padre Island has the longest unspoiled beach in the United States 
which can still be preserved in its natural state if immediate steps are taken 
to insure its preservation; and 

Whereas it is a magnificent expanse of dune beach, ideal for recreation and 
relaxation; and 

Whereas its historical and marine life values are outstanding and its sheltered 
bays and marshlands are nesting sites for countless thousands of shore birds; 
and 

Whereas the easy accessibility afforded by the recent construction of three 
causeways between it and the mainland has opened it to promoters and specu- 
lators, who will soon destroy its natural beauty and its value as a public 
recreational and study area: Therefore be it 

Resolwed, That this organization go on record as favoring the establishment 
of a national seashore recreation area on whatever portion of the island the 
National Park Service considers best suited for the purpose ; 

Resolwed, further, That this organization take whatever action seems expedi- 
ent to promote the perpetuation of the island in its natural state. 


Lucy §S. Turner, Secretary. 


NUECES COUNTY DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S ALLIANCE, 
December 14, 1959. 
Hon. NOAH KENNEDY, 
County Judge of Nueces County, 
Corpus Christi, Tex. 

Dear JupceE KENNEDY: The Nueces County Democratic Women’s Alliance 
wishes to respectfully recommend passage of legisaltion to incorporate in the 
national parks system as a seashore area as much of the unpopulated portions 
of Mustang and Padre Islands as the National Park Service deems feasible for 
use as a natural recreational area. 

Sincerely yours, 
Mrs. ALBERT BONILLA, President. 
Mrs. J. E. Curtortt, Secretary. 
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RESOLUTION OF THE SAN ANTONIO SHELL -CLUB,. SAN ANTONIO, TEX, 


The San Antonio Shell Club, of San Antonio, Tex., recognizes the need of an 
extensive national seashore park on Padre Island. 

Whereas Padre Island has the longest unspoiled beach in the United States 
which can still be preserved in its natural state if immediate steps are taken 
to insure its preserv ation ; and 

Whereas it is a magnificent expanse of beach, ideal for recreation, relaxation, 
and biological research ; and 

Whereas its historical and marine life values are outstanding and its sheltered 
bays and marshlands are nesting sites for countless thousands of birds: There- 
fore be it 

Resolved, That this organization go on record as favoring the establishment 
of a national seashore recreation area on whatever portion of the island the 
National Park Service considers best suited for the purpose; 

Resolved further, That this organization take whatever action seems expedi- 
ent to promote the perpetuation of the island in its natural state. 


Mrs. Willard E. Mahavier, Jr., President; John Bayne, Sr., Mrs. 
John Bayne, Sr., John Bayne, Jr., Miss Josie Carter, C. C. Ernest, 
Mrs. Isabel Ernest, Mrs. Laura Gilbert, Edward Halbadier, Mrs. 
Barbara Halbadier, Malcolm Halbadier, Miss Sheyrl Halbadier, 
W. E. Mahavier, Sr., Mrs. Cleta Mahavier, Sr., Mrs. Gloria Ma- 
havier, Jr., W. E. Mahavier, Jr., L. H. North, Mrs. Julia North, 
Frank Whitehead, Mrs. Marie Whitehead, Comdr. 8S. C. Leslie, 
Mrs. Mark Leslie, Mrs. Orlena Elliott, Mrs. Mellor (Cornelia), 
Dwyne Mellor, Mrs. Pat Mellor, Mrs. Marguerite Waggoner, Mrs. 
Alama Pentecost (Devine, Tex.), H. L. Koett, Members. 
(An identical resolution was submitted by the San Antonio Water Club, of 
which Curtis A. Walker is president. It was endorsed by 45 members of. that 
club. ) 


RESOLUTION OF THE COASTAL BEND SHELL CLUB, Corpus CHRISTI, TEX. 


The Coastal Bend Shell Club of Corpus Christi, Tex., recognizes that the 
present generation owes it to posterity to provide more areas where future 
generations can see and enjoy the wild spaciousness that is their heritage. Padre 
Island has the longest unspoiled beach which can still be preserved in its natural 
state if immediate steps are taken to insure its preservation. 

Resolved, That this organization go on record as favoring the establishment 
of a national seashore recreation area on whatever portion of the island the 
National Park Service considers best suited for the purpose; 

Resolved further, That this organization take whatever action seems expedient 
to promote the perpetuation of the island in its natural state. 


Mrs. L. J. Froyp, President. 


RESOLUTION OF THE DEMOCRATIC WOMEN OF Bexar CouNTY, SAN ANTONIO, TEX. 


Be it resolved by the Democratic Women of Bexar County in San Antonio, 
a assembled in a regular meeting on the eighth day of December 1959, as 

ollows : 

Whereas that area of land forming a part of the State of Texas on the Gulf 
of Mexico and known as Padre Island is of great beauty and of tremendous 
= and vacation value to an extent rarely equaled elsewhere in our Nation; 

Whereas such an area as Padre Island should be set aside and reserved for 
the benefit and use of all of the people of the State of Texas and of the Nation: 
Now, therefore, the members of the Democratic Women of Bexar County do 
hereby go on record in support of the creation of Padre Island into a national 
park duly established by the U.S. Government in the interest of all of the people 
of our country. 

We hereby certify that the above and foregoing resolution is a true and correct 
copy of the resolution passed by the Democratic Women of Bexar County on 
December 8, 1959. 

Mary M. Warp, Vice President. 
MAE B. Tuaete, President. 
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RESOLUTION OF THE Boarp OF DrIREcTORS OF THE SouTHSIDE LIONS CLUB OF 
Corpus CHRISTI, NUECES COUNTY, TEx. 


At the regular meeting of the board of directors of the Southside Lions Club 
of Corpus Christi, Nueces County, Tex., held at 8 p.m. December 8, 1959, at the 
Mercantile National Bank, on motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously 
passed by the board of directors the following resolution is unanimously adopted : 

Whereas it has come to the attention of the board of directors of the South- 
side Lions Club that the Federal Government has set aside funds for the creation 
of a national seashore area at some place on the coast of the Gulf of Mexico; and 

Whereas Padre Island is under consideration along with other sites to be 
designated as this seashore area; and 

Whereas it being the opinion of this board of directors acting on behalf of the 
Southside Lions Club that Padre Island is ideally situafed and suited for desig- 
nation as such seashore area ; and 

Whereas it appearing that a hearing will be held in Corpus Christi on 
December 14, 1959, relative to the matter of such national seashore area and 
that this club should go on record as favoring such designation of Padre Island: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolwed, That the Southside Lions Club of Corpus Christi, Tex., favors the 
designation of Padre Island as the site for the proposed national seashore area 
and at the December 14 hearing relative thereto, the action of this club in 
support of such designation be made known. 

LESLIE CHAPPELL, President. 


Houston, Tex., December 12, 1959. 
Hon. RALPH YARBOROUGH, 
Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Senator: I would like to add my expression of approval to the 
efforts now being made for the conversion of Padre Island into a national sea- 
shore park, and I hope if this is done that it will be “Texas size.” It seems 
to me that for the park, to be authentic, it would require substantially all of the 
island to be in its natural state. Otherwise, there would be no more realism 
than there would be to an Indian wigwam located between two skyscrapers. 

I hope the hearings about to begin in Corpus Christi will prove fruitful. 
However, I am inclined to paraphrase the expression of one of our great Ameri- 
cans to the effect that the world will little note nor long remember what is said 
there but that if steps are taken to implement this which is so important for 
generations. yet unborn, the world will certainly long remember what is being 
done there. This park certainly belongs in the vision of an even more wonder- 
ful America of the future. 

Yours sincerely, 
Birty B. Gotpsere, Attorney at Law. 


STATEMENT OF CASH ASHER, PRESIDENT, CorPUS CHRISTI OUTDOOR CLUB 


My name is Cash Asher. I am president of the Corpus Christi Outdoor 
Club. This is a small club of about 50 members who are interested in the 
conservation of our natural resources. During the last few years we have made 
several field trips to Padre Island for the study and observation of birds, shells, 
and plants. 

Three years ago the club passed a resolution urging the National Park 
Service to establish a seashore recreational area or park on whatever portion of 
the island was best suited for the purpose. Copies of this resolution were sent 
to the Director of the National Park Service, and to regional Members of 
Congress and the Texas Legislature. Since then, the club has worked toward 
the objective set forth in the resolution. 

From 1950 to 1956, I was public relations director of the Padre Island Cause- 
way and Parks. In that capacity, I spent much time on the island and had 
an opportunity to become familiar with its history, its wildlife, and its potential 
as a national playground. 

The island in its present unspoiled and undeveloped state has many attrac- 
tions for visitors. These include (1) Surf fishing along the entire length of 
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the island. (2) A. beach that is safe for swimming because it slopes moderately 
into deep water, and sandbars that parallel the surf provides a further safe- 
guard. Hundreds of thousands of men, women, and children have gone swim- 
ming there since the Padre Island Causeway opened in 1950, and there have 
been few drownings. (3) Shells are constantly washed up on the beach. Ap- 
proximately 150 species have been identified. Many tourists go there to gather 
shells to take home with them as souvenirs. Cochologists and malachologists 
from universities and museums find the island a fruitful source for the study 
of marine life. (4) Many species of resident and migratory birds can be-seen 
along the beach the year round, and it forms a sanctuary for them. These 
include herons, egrets, gulls, terns, sandpipers, warblers, and sandhill cranes. 
Members of our club identified 36 varieties of songbirds on the island at one 
time, during migration. 

Bird watchers go there frequently to make studies and report their findings to 
National and State Audubon societies. 

The island is a mecea for beachcombers. Day after day, the tides deposit a 
variety of interesting objects along the beach. Red cedar and mahogany logs 
come in from the coast of Central America; glass fishing floats from Portuguese 
fishing nets; singlow bottles that have been floating in the ocean’s currents for 
years; fragments of wood, carved into grotesque shapes by wind and tide; 
the wreckage of ships; land shells from Central and South America ; and an end- 
less variety of other items lost at sea or picked up by currents along distant 
shores, and ferried to Padre. A collection of more than 2,000 articles and objects 
found along the beach was on display in the Padre Island Museum at one time. 

We have found through observation that most people go to Padre to enjoy its 
beach and dunes and the many natural attractions it offers, making it an ideal 
playground. 

Padre Island is located in a section of the country where the population is 
growing rapidly, and the need for establishing a national seashore area there 
should command the attention of Congress now. We of the Outdoor Club believe 
the Federal Government should obtain possession of all of the island, except a 
small portion at each end where development has started, and that any sizable 
expenditure of funds to develop or improve it should be unwise and unnecessary. 
The island should be left as it is, as a natural playground. 

We commend this committee for holding this hearing, and respectfully urge you 
to take favorable action. 


McALLEN CHAMBER OF COM MERCE, 
McAllen, Tex., December 12, 1959. 
CHAIRMAN, 
Senate Committee of Interior and Insular Affairs, 
Corpus Christi, Tex. 


Be it resolved, That the board of directors of the McAllen Chamber of Com- 
merce favors the establishment of a national seashore recreation area on Padre 
Island, Tex., as provided by the several Senate and House bills filed for that 
purpose, subject to agreement between the State of Texas and the Federal 
Government. 


WADE TERRELL, Manager. 


Senator Moss. I certainly appreciate the fine attendance that we’ve 
had at the hearing. We've had some excellent statements and we have 
moved along in good fashion so that it will not be necessary to hold any 
further hearings tomorrow. However, I would like to announce that 
the record will be held open until February 1 for additional state- 
ments for those who wish to submit them. It may be that some people 
were unable to be here to testify and we wish to give everyone an op- 
portunity to express himself on this important issue. 

I want to express my gratitude to the fine people here. I see Dr. 
Cottam is going to want to say another word, but let me express my 
gratitude to you, Senator Yarborough, Congressman Young, and to 
all the fine people of Corpus Christi for the arrangements that have 
been made here for the present session and their hospitality to me. I 
had a good full day, including a view of the island and have heard 
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some very excellent testimony and I will report back to my subcom- 
mittee and to the full committee of the Senate on the hearing that we’ve 
had today. Dr. Cottam, do you have something further? 

Dr. Corram. Senator Moss, one word, I am not sure that I made it 
clear when I told you I was representing seven agencies plus my own 
point of view, and I merely want to make that clear, that all seven of 
those agencies are very, very, very much in favor of the proposal and 
I just want to make sure that it was understood that they are all on the 
affirmative side of this issue rather than the negative. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Dr. Cottom. Senator Yarborough has a 
word. 

Senator Yarnoroven. Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the people of 
Texas I want to thank you for coming here and holding this hearing in 
such an expeditions, official manner; your staff director, Mr. Callaghan, 
and all of the others who have worked on it. I want to thank the wit- 
nesses here for the manner in which you have condensed your state- 
ments and for the excellent statements that you have presented. I 
have served on a number of Senate subcommittees and chairman of 
three of the subcommittees but I haven’t heard in my experience in the 
Senate, a single 1 day’s testimony where so much testimony was pre- 
sented in such a short length of time. I think it is due to the effi- 
cient and expeditious way with which the chairman has handled this 
hearing that so much has been developed in one day. We appreciate 
it, and we appreciate the National Parks Service which has been repre- 
sented not only by its Chief but by a staff with him. We also appre- 
ciate the State parks board and the many local officials, and the repre- 
sentatives of the many clubs and all of the individuals and citizens who 
have come here to give this body the benefit of their views and, my 
thanks again, particularly to you, Chairman Moss. 

Senator Moss. Thank you, Senator Yarborough. We’ve had 43 
witnesses and we’ve been in session a little over 514 hours. 

Before we adjourn I direct that statements and communications that 
have been presented for inclusion in the record be printed at this point 
in the record. That also applies to those that will be presented later. 

I declare this hearing adjourned. 

(The following resolutions, statements, and communications were 
received during and after the hearing. They were ordered printed.) 


STATEMENT OF Dr. GEORGE H. LOWERY, JR., PRESIDENT, AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGISTS’ 
UNION 


My name is George H. Lowery, Jr., I am Boyd professor of zoology and director 
of the Museum of Natural Science of Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, 
La. As president of the American Ornithologists’ Union, I would like to submit 
a statement in support of the proposed Padre Island National Seashore Area. 

The major part of the shoreline of the United States has vanished from public 
use. Less than 6% percent of the 3,700 miles of our Atlantic and gulf coasts are 
in Federal or State ownership for public recreational, scientific, or other non- 
private uses. Meanwhile our population is increasing explosively. As it in- 
creases, the public need for more and more recreational and open areas is growing 
correspondingly. Unfortunately, with the rise in population and rapid expansion 
of industry, the extent of areas where the public can go to study unspoiled natural 
conditions and to enjoy the out-of-doors has instead decreased. 

Padre Island extends for 117 miles along the Texas gulf coast, from Corpus 
Christi south nearly to the Mexican line. It is the longest barrier beach in the 
United States and the longest stretch of undeveloped seashore remaining to us. 
It has high national value and equally great State and local significance. The 





PADRE ISLAND NATIONAL PARK 117 


island cannot be duplicated anywhere else in America in point of historical 
interest, geological formations, scenery, climate, and biological significance. 

Its tidal gulf coast, sheltered bays, dune area of shifting white sand, fresh and 
salt-water marshes, mud flats, and fertile lagoon provide attractive habitat for 
an amazing array of plants and animals. A transect across the area shows a 
variety of biologic communities that should be preserved for public benefit. A 
number of the species of plants and animals that occur there are completely 
restricted to this one island or nearly so. Aside from its high recreational value 
for swimming, fishing, hunting, and just relaxing in serene and lovely surround- 
ings, the area will surely attract millions who appreciate the beauty of flowers, 
birds, shells, and the unique life found there. The widespread allure of rare 
forms of animals and plants is shown by the million dollars that the whooping 
eranes brought to the State of Texas last year in tourist trade alone. 

Birds of many species and races, hatched and raised from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific and north to the Arctic Coast, migrate through here. The coastal water 
area, tidal shoreline, sand dunes, salt and fresh water marshes, mud flats, and 
extensive coastal bays teem with an amazing variety of bird life during the 
extended periods of bird migration. Many birds migrating across the gulf, or 
segments of it, need this unsopiled area on which to land, rest, and feed. There 
is no substitute for this area, for any loss of an essential segment in migration 
is a loss that affects the Nation generally. And we must remember that by con- 
gressional laws and international treaties the United States is unalterably com- 
mitted to foster, protect, and wisely manage our avifauna because the vast 
majority of these birds also belong to our neighboring countries. 

Padre Island is not only a vital link in bird migration, but an important winter 
habitat as well. The adjacent coastal bays afford the Nation’s most attractive 
wintering ground for the diminishing population of Redhead ducks; probably 
three-fourths of our continental supply of these important game birds normally 
spend a goodly part of the winter season there. Indeed, well over 400 different 
kinds of birds use portions of this coastal area and the adjacent mainland at 
some season of the year. 

I feel sure I am speaking for the officers and the membership of the American 
Ornithologists’ Union at large when I say that it is decidedly in the public 
interest that a major portion of Padre Island be set apart as a national seashore 
area. 


Baytown Boat Crus, INc., 
Baytown, Tezr., December 8, 1959. 
Hon. JAMES E. Murray, 
Chairman, Interior and Insular Affairs Committee, 
New Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir: The Baytown Boat Club, Inc., of Baytown, Tex., recognizes that 
natural beach areas are fast disappearing from the American scene and that 
only 61% percent of all beach areas along the entire Atlantic and gulf coasts 
are presently being preserved for posterity by all local, State, and Federal 
agencies combined. It recognizes, also, that the present generation owes it to 
posterity to provide more areas where future generations can see the pattern of 
America as the Creator made it and enjoy the wild spaciousness that is their 
heritage. 

Whereas Padres Island has the longest unspoiled beach in the United States 
which can still be preserved in its natural state if immediate steps are taken 
to insure its preservation ; and 

Whereas it is a magnificent expanse of dune beach, ideal for recreation and 
relaxation ; and 

Whereas its historical and marine life values are outstanding and its shel- 
tered bays and marshlands are nesting sites for countless thousands of shore 
birds; and 

Whereas the easy accessibility afforded by the recent construction of three 
causeways between it and the mainland has opened it to promoters and specula- 
tors, who will soon destroy its natural beauty and its value as a public recrea- 
tional and study area : Therefore 

Resolved, That this organization go on record as favoring the establishment 
of a national seashore recreation area on whatever portion of the island the 
National Park Service considers best suited for the purpose. 

Sincerely, 
H. O. HenpricKs, Commandant. 
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A. V. Emmort, BooKBINDING, 
Houston, Tex., November 7, 1959. 
Hon. JAMES E. Murray, 
Chairman, Interior and Insular Affairs Committee, 
New Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 


GENTLEMEN: We are greatly in favor of making a national park on Padre 
Island for many reasons, the most important of which are listed below: 

(1) National parks are visited by hundreds of thousands of people each year 
and thus are of benefit to the whole country. Because this one would be reasona- 
bly centrally located it would be available to more people than if it were on either 
coast. 

(2) It is the longest stretch of unspoiled beach along the combined Atlantic 
and Gulf coasts and should be preserved so future generations can know what 
our coastline once was like. It would be a great pity not to keep some of it 
unspoiled by commercial competition. ‘“‘Wilderness to the people of America is a 
spiritual necessity, an antidote to the high pressure of modern life, a means of 
regaining serenity and equilibrium.” 

(3) It would be close to large centers of population and would provide health- 
ful relaxation for the booming industrial South. 

(4) The very favorable climate found in the area would allow this park to 
be open and used the year around. 

(5) This is the last chance the Government will have to obtain it at a reasona- 
ble figure, but it will become priceless in value as years go by and national popu- 
lation doubles and triples. “The seashore we have now is all the seashore we 
will ever have.” Some of it should belong to the people for all time. There will 
always be a large percentage of our population who cannot afford resort prices, 
but unless wilderness areas are set aside now they will soon not be available 
to anyone at any price. 

Very truly yours, 
A. V. EMMOTT. 
SARAH H. Emmorv. 


Drs. Powers & PowERs, 
Amarillo, Tex., December 11, 1959. 
Senator RALPH YARBOROUGH, 
Corpus Christi, Tex. 


DEAR SENATOR: We want you to know that we heartily endorse your recom- 
mendation that Padre Island be made a national park and sincerely hope that 
this can be accomplished. 

To us it seems only fair that this lovely area be preserved for the benefit 
of the people of Texas and the Nation. 

Yours very truly, 
IiVELYN G. Powers, M.D. 
Gro. L. Powers, M.D. 


THE STATE OF TEXAS, 
House OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, Tex., December 9, 1959. 
Senator JAMES Murray, 
Chairman, Interior and Insular Affairs Committee, 
New Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 

DEAR SENATOR Murray: The people in Brazos County, Tex., are very much 
interested in the bill by Senator Yarborough establishing Padre Island as a 
national park. 

We are grateful for your committee having a hearing here in Texas. 

Our State is very much interested in this project, and I trust that your 
committee will report this bill favorably to the Senate. 

Yours very truly, 
B. H. DEWEY, Jr. 


RESOLUTION OF THE Nueces County Democratic CLuB, FRANK D. HANKINS, 
PRESIDENT 


Whereas Padre Island on the gulf coast of Texas has retained its natural, 
unspoiled beauty down through the generations of men and of time; and 

Whereas Padre Island is unsurpassed its form of natural beauty anywhere 
else in the world; and 
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Whereas the Government of the United States of America has indicated an 
interest in preserving this rich heritage for all times and all citizens of our 
country : Now, therefore, be it unanimously 

Resolved by the cxecutive board of the Nueces County Democratic Club in 
special called session this 11 day of December 1959, That this body favors this 
creation of a national seashore area on the major part of Padre Island, that 
the views of this body be expressed at a public hearing before Members of the 
U.S. Senate in Corpus Christi, Tex., on December 14, 1959, and that a copy of 
this resolution be presented the proper Federal authorities. 


RESOLUTION OF LOCAL No. 2219, MILLWRIGHTS AND MACHINERY EREcToRS, UNITED 
BROTHERHOOD OF CARPENTERS & JOINERS OF AMERICA, AFL—CIO 


Whereas Padre Island, being one of the last remnants of natural beauty, has 
remained unchanged for centuries ; and 

Whereas Padre Island is vitally important to the heritage and history of 
Texas and is unsurpassed by its natural beauty anywhere in the world: and 

Whereas the Federal Government and the Congress has shown an interest in 
preserving this natural monument of beauty for the future enjoyment of genera- 
tions to come as a national seashore : Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we, the officers and members of Millwright and Machinery 
Erectors Local Union No. 2219, be recorded as being in favor of the creating of 
this national seashore area, and that our wishes be expressed before the mem- 
bers of the U.S. Senate in Corpus Christi, Tex., December 14, 1959, by County 
Judge Noah Kennedy, of Nueces County, and that a copy of this resolution be 
presented to the proper authorities. 


RESOLUTION OF THE ASSOCIATION OF Hoty Famity GuILps 


Whereas Padre Island has remained relatively unchanged for centuries as an 
object of natural beauty ; and 

Whereas Padre Island is a vital part of our natural heritage and is unsur- 
passed in its form of beauty anywhere in the world, and we as parents realize our 
responsibility to preserve some part of this heritage for future generations; and 

Whereas the Government of the United States of America has indicated an 
interest in preserving some part of Padre Island in its natural state for the 
enjoyment of future generations as a national seashore area: Now, therefore, 
be it unanimously 

Resolved by the Board of Directors of the Association of Holy Family Guilds, 
Postofiice Box 5181, Beacon Hill Station, San Antonio, Tex., representing ap- 
proximately 1,000 families in the State of Texas, meeting in regular quarterly 
session in Corpus Christi, Tex., on December 5, 1959, That this body favors the 
creation of a national seashore area on Padre Island for the purpose of estab- 
lishing a site for wholesome family recreation, that the views of said board be 
expressed at a public hearing before members of the U.S. Senate in Corpus 
Christi, Tex., on December 14, 1959, by M. P. Goebel, regional director of the 
association, or his representative, and that a copy of this resolution be presented 
to the proper Federal authorities. 





Corpus CHRISTI EXCHANGE CLUB, 
Corpus Christi, Tex., December 10, 1959. 
Hon. NoAH KENNEDY, Jr., 
County Judge, 
Corpus Christi, Tez. 


Sm: The Corpus Christi Exchange Club, in meeting Wednesday, December 9, 
endorsed Padre Islands Federal Seashore Area as being a worthy project for this 
part of the gulf coast. We strongly recommend that the investigating authorities 
give their close attention to the selection of an area on Padre Island for this 
Federal seashore designation. 

Very truly yours, 
R. L. Ranxin, Secretary. 
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RESOLUTION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE NUECES COUNTY WATER CONTROL AND 
IMPROVEMENT DisrTrict No. 2 


Whereas the United States has under consideration the establishment of a 
national seashore area on Padre Island ; and 

Whereas in the opinion of the directors of the Nueces County Water Control 
and Improvement District No. 2, the establishment of such an area on Padre 
Island will contribute materially to the economy, health, and well-being of Corpus 
Christi and South Texas : Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the board of directors of the Nueces County Water Control and 
Improvement District No. 2 commends those responsible for this proposal and 
expresses its offer of assistance in any appropriate way toward the establishment 
and development of a national seashore area on Padre Island. 


RESOLUTION OF THE CORPUS CHRISTI JUNIOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


Whereas the Corpus Christi Junior Chamber of Commerce duly assembled 
at its regularly scheduled meeting on December 4, 1959 ; and 

Whereas it was the unanimous opinion of said service body that it would be 
for the best interest of Corpus Christi, the surrounding communities, and south 
Texas, in general, that a national seashore on Padre Island should greatly en- 
hance the economic conditions and general welfare of said areas, and that said 
park would be in the best interest of the general public and add immeasurably 
to the growth and benefit of said areas ; and 

Whereas the establishment of said park would be one of the last National 
and State frontiers in the Nation for the future enjoyment of the people of the 
State, Nation, and world: Therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Corpus Christi Junior Chamber of Commerce wholeheart- 
edly enthusiastically, and unanimously recommend to all persons, agencies, 
groups, and bodies that a portion of Padre Island be reserved, retained, and 
preserved as a national seashore for the benefit of all. 


KIWANIS CLUB OF PARKDALE, 
Corpus Christi, Tex., December 8, 1959. 
County JUDGE NOAH KENNEDY, Jr., 
Nueces County Courthouse, 
Corpus Christi, Tex. 


DEAR JUDGE KENNEDY: This is to inform you that the members of the Parkdale 
Kiwanis Club, Corpus Christi, have unanimously endorsed the proposal to create 
a national seashore on Padre Island. 

Sincerely yours, 
Jack H. SHELL, President. 


Ciry oF PorT ARANSAS, 
Port Aransas, Tex., December 7, 1959. 
Hon. NoAH KENNEDY, 
County Judge, Nueces County, 
Corpus Christi, Tex. 

DeaR JUDGE KENNEDY: Pursuant to our conversation of a few days ago, I 
have contacted the city commissioners of the city of Port Aransas and I am 
glad to report to you that they strongly favor the establishment of a national 
seashore area on Padre Island and will enthusiastically support any and all 
efforts toward this end. 

Very truly yours, 
E. W. TARRANT, 
Mayor, City of Port Aransas, Tea. 
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KIWANIS CLUB OF FLOUR BLUFF, 
Corpus Christi, Tex., December 7, 1959. 
Mr. NoaH KENNEDY, Jr., 
County Judge, Nueces County, 
Corpus Christi, Tea. 


DEAR JUDGE KENNEDY: This is to advise that the Kiwanis Club of Flour Bluff 
met at noon today and unanimously passed a resolution favoring the creation of 
a national seashore area on Padre Island. 

This resolution represents the viewpoint of approximately 25 citizens and their 
families living in this area. 

Very truly yours, 
W. B. Stanton, Secretary. 


RESOLUTION OF THE DowNTOWN Lions CLUB, CorPuUs CHRISTI, TEx. 


Whereas the Federal Government of the United States has set aside funds 
for the creation of a national seashore area at some place on the coast of the 
Gulf of Mexico; and 

Whereas Padre Island is under consideration along with other sites to be 
designated as this seashore area and a hearing will be held at Corpus Christi 
on December 14, 1959, relative to this matter; Now, therefore, we, the Down- 
town Lions Club of the City of Corpus Christi, Nueces County, Tex., on this the 
8th day of December 1959, on motion duly made, seconded, and carried 

Resolve, That the said Downtown Lions Club of Corpus Christi, Tex., favor 
the creation of a seashore area on Padre Island, the area to be determined by the 
U.S. Department of the Interior, and to be designated as a seashore area; and 
further 

Resolve, That the Secretary of this club spread this resolution on the minutes 
of this club and forward a copy thereof to the county judge of Nueces County, 
Tex. 


RESOLUTION OF THE PADRE ISLAND CAUSEWAY BOARD 


Whereas Padre Island exists as an object of unspoiled beauty and enjoyment 
along the Texas gulf coast; and 

Whereas the people of this area have constructed a causeway from the main- 
land near Flour Bluff, Tex., to said Padre Island in order that anyone who so 
wishes may take advantage of its natural beauty, of which said causeway the 
framers hereof are the advisory group as to its operation; and 

Whereas the framers hereof recognize that the creation of a national seashore 
area on said Padre Island will preserve the natural beauty of said island which, 
together with the access to said island heretofore provided by the Padre Island 
Causeway, will result in 'the enjoyment of Padre Island for years to come by 
untold millions of Americans : Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Padre Island Causeway Board, That we favor the creation by 
our Federal Government of a national seashore area on Padre Island. 


RESOLUTION OF THE COMMISSIONERS’ CourRT OF NUECES CouUNTY, TEX. 


Whereas Padre Island has remained relatively unchanged for centuries as an 
object of natural beauty ; and 

Whereas Padre Island is a vital part of our natural heritage and is unsur- 
passed in its form of natural beauty anywhere in the world; and 

Whereas the Government of the United States of America has indicated an 
interest in preserving some part of Padre Island in its natural state for the 
enjoyment of future generations as a national seashore area: Now, therefore, 
be it unanimously 

Resolved by the commissioners’ court of Nueces County, Tex., in special 
session this 4th day of December 1959, That this body favors the creation 
of a national seashore area on Padre Island; that the views of said commissioners’ 
court be expressed at a public hearing before Members of the United States 
Senate in Corpus Christi, Tex., on December 14, 1959, by the county judge of 
Nueces County, Tex., and that a copy of this resolution be presented the proper 
Federal authorities. 
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RESOLUTION OF THE KNIGHTS OF CoLUMBUS COUNCIL 1202, CorPUS CHRISTI, TEx. 


Whereas Padre Island has remained relatively unchanged for centuries as an 
object of natural beauty ; and 

Whereas Padre Island is a vital part of our natural heritage and is unsur- 
passed in its form of beauty anywhere in the world; and 

Whereas the Government of the United States of America has indicated an 
interest in preserving some part of Padre Island in its natural state for the 
enjoyment of future generations as a national seashore area: Now, therefore, be 
it unanimously 

Resolved by the Knights of Columbus Council 1202 of Corpus Christi, Nueces 
County, Tex., in special session this 7th day of December, 1959, That 
this body favors the creation of a national seashore area on Padre Island, that 
the views of said council be expressed at a public hearing before Members of 
the United States Senate in Corpus Christi, Tex., on December 14, 1959, by 
the grand knight of said council, Frank R. Lane, or his representative, and 
that a copy of this resolution be presented to the proper Federal authorities. 


RESOLUTION OF THE BoARD oF DIRECTORS OF THE UPTOWN KIWANIS CLUB, 
Corpus CHRISTI, TEX. 


Whereas Padre Island constitutes one of the last undeveloped shore areas in 
the United States ; and 

Whereas, such areas are vitally needed by the public as recreational areas; 
and 

Whereas the Department of Interior through its National Park Service is 
conducting hearings regarding whether or not such Department should recom- 
mend the Congress enact legislation authorizing acquisition of a national sea- 
shore area on Padre Island ; and 

Whereas the board of directors of the Uptown Kiwanis Club of Corpus Christi, 
Tex., believe that acquisition of such a national seashore area on Padre Island 
would be of great benefit both to this area and to the people of the United States 
as a whole: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the board of directors the Uptown Kiwanis Club, That they 
heartily endorse the acquisition of a national seashore area on Padre Island 
and does urge that the Department of Interior by and through the National Park 
Service do all things necessary toward obtaining congressional approval for such 
an area. 


RESOLUTION OF THE BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION TRADES COUNCIL, CORPUS 
CHRISTI, TEX. 


Whereas Padre Island is a place of natural beauty and has remained undevel- 
oped with relatively few changes for centuries, and 

Whereas Padre Island is a part of the natural heritage of the citizens of 
this country and is unequaled in its particular form of natural beauty anywhere 
in the world; and 

Whereas the Government of the United States of America has indicated an 
interest in preserving some part of Padre Island in its natural state for the 
enjoyment of future generations as a national seashore area: Now, therefore, 
be it unanimously 

Resolved by the Building and Construction Trades Council of Corpus Christi, 
Tex., and vicinity in regular session of executive board meeting this 11th day of 
December 1959, That this body favors the creation of a national seashore 
park on Padre Island, and that the views of said Building and Construction 
Trades Council of Corpus Christi, Tex., and vicinity be expressed at a public 
hearing before Members of the U.S. Senate in Corpus Christi, Tex., on De- 
cember 14, 1959, and that a copy of this resolution be presented to the con- 
gressional committee and further to the Honorable Congressman John Young, 
Senator Ralph Yarborough, Senator Lyndon B. Johnson, and the press. 
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RESOLUTION OF THE City Councit oF Rosstown, TEx. 


Be it resolved by the City Council of the City of Robstown, Tex., That the city 
of Robstown favors the establishment of a national seashore area upon Padre 
Island. 


RESOLUTION OF THE Port IsaBet (TEX.) CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


Whereas there are before the Congress of the United States several bills 
authorizing the establishment of various areas as a part of the national park 
system; and 

Whereas Padre Island, Tex., offers the longest barrier on the shoreline of the 
Nation, and the establishment of a national seashore recreation area thereon 
would be of national significance and in the public interest; and 

Whereas a consent resolution to the establishment of such an area was passed 
by the legislature of the State of Texas: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Port Isabel Chamber of Commerce, That the board of directors. 
of the Port Isabel Chamber of Commerce hereby express their approval of the 
establishment of a national seashore recreation area on Padre Island, Tex., 
subject to agreement between the State of Texas and the Federal Government. 


RESOLUTION BY THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF LAGUNA HEIGHTS, TEx. 


Whereas the Congress of the United States is considering several bills for the 
establishment of national seashore areas, and Padre Island is the most nation- 
ally significant area under consideration; and 

Whereas the Legislature of the State of Texas passed a consent resolution in 
July 1959 for the establishment of such an area on Padre Island; and 

Whereas the citizens of this community have indicated that they favor the 
establishment on Padre Island of a national seashore recreation area: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Board of Aldermen of the village of Laguna Heights, Tez., 
That the mayor and Board of Aldermen of the village of Laguna Heights hereby 
express their approval of the establishment of a national seashore recreation 
area on Padre Island, Tex., subject to agreement between the Federal Govern- 
ment and the State of Texas. 


RESOLUTION OF THE SAN BeEnrTO (TEx.) CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


In a duly called meeting on December 11, 1959, the directors of the San Benito 
Chamber of Commerce adopted the following resolution: 

“That we support the Cameron County Park Board in favoring the establish- 
ment of a national seashore recreational area on Padre Island subject to agree- 
ment between the State of Texas and the Federal Government, and with the 
provision that the establishment of this project does not interfere with naval 
and Air Force training operations, and that we further agree that Albert S. 
McGehee, director of parks and causeway for Cameron County, be authorized 
to present a suitable copy of this resolution to the U.S. Senate Interior and 
Insular Affairs Committee in hearing December 14 and 15, 1959, at Corpus 
Christi, Tex.” 


RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WESLACO, TEx. 


Whereas it has been proposed that a national seashore recreational area be 
established on Padre Island ; and 

Whereas it is the opinion of this commission that such a recreation area 
would be of benefit to the citizens of south Texas and would provide needed 
recreational facilities to the many visitors to this area, as well as to the local 
citizenship ; and 

Whereas Padre Island offers great possibilities for such a recreational area: 
Now, therefore, be it 
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Resolved by the City Commission of the City of Weslaco, Tew., That it go on 
record as being in favor of the establishment of a national seashore recreation 
area on Padre Island, Tex., subject to agreement between the State of Texas 
and the Federal Government. 


RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF PHARR (TEX.) CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


Whereas several bills have been filed in the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Washington for the establishment of a national seashore recreation area 
on Padre Island in Texas; and 

Whereas the State Legislature of the State of Texas in July 1959 passed a 
consent resolution for the establishment of such a seashore area on Padre Island 
in Texas: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the board of directors of the Pharr Chamber of Commerce 
favors the establishment of such a national seashore recreation area subject to 
agreement between the State of Texas and the Federal Government. 


RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF KINGSVILLE, TEx. 


Whereas there is to be a public hearing in Corpus Christi, Tex., on December 
14, 1959, concerning the establishment of a shoreline park on Padre Island; and 

Whereas the city of Kingsville has been requested to submit a statement of 
their standing on this matter: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the City Commission of the City of Kingsville, Tex., goes on 
record as being in favor of the establishment of a shoreline park on Padre Island, 
provided that the proposed park in no way has an adverse affect on the U.S. naval 
activity in this area. 


MERCEDES, TEX., December 12, 1959. 
ALBERT S. McCGEHEE, 
Director of Parks and Causeway, 
Port Isabel, Tez.: 


This telegram is to advise you that a resolution, basically same as the Browns- 
ville Chamber of Commerce resolution, was passed at a regular meeting of the 
Mercedes Chamber of Commerce and Board of City Development favoring the 
establishment of national seashore recreation area on Padre Island, Tex., as 
provided by the several Senate and House bills filed for that purpose subject to 
the agreement between the State of Texas and Federal Government. This 
telegram shall authorize you to present same in our behalf. Resolution will be 
forwarded for your brief. 

Col. H. G. Stern, 
Manager, Mercedes Chamber of Commerce and Board of City Development. 


MCALLEN, TEx., December 12, 1959. 
ALBERT §S. McGEHEE, 
Director of Parks and Causeway, 
Port Isabel, Tez.: 


This will be your authority to present the following endorsement by the City 
Commission of the City of McAllen regarding establishment of the national 
seashore area on Padre Island at the Corpus Christi hearing the McAllen City 
Commission has unanimously endorsed the establishment of the national sea- 
shore area on Padre Island subject to the agreement of the State of Texas and 
the Federal Government. 

Puiturr Boryre, Mayor of McAllen. 


RESOLUTION OF THE COMMISSIONERS CouRT OF JEFFERSON County, TEX. 


Whereas the commissioners court of Jefferson County recognizes that natural 
beach areas are fast disappearing from the American scene and that only 6% 
percent of all beach areas along the entire Atlantic and gulf coasts are presently 
being preserved for posterity by all local, State, and Federal agencies combined ; 
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Whereas it recognizes, also, that the present generation owes it to posterity 
to provide more areas where future generations can see the pattern of America 
as the Creator made it and enjoy the wild spaciousness that is their heritage; 
and 

Whereas Padre Island has the longest unspoiled beach in the United States 
which can still be preserved in its natural state if immediate steps are taken 
to insure its preservation ; and 

Whereas it is a magnificent expanse of dune beach, ideal for recreation and 
relaxation ; and 

Whereas its historical and marine life values are outstanding, its sheltered 
bays and marshlands are nesting sites for countless thousands of shore birds ; and 

Whereas the easy accessibility afforded by the recent construction of three 
causeways between it and the mainland has opened it to promoters and specu- 
lators who will soon destroy its natural beauty and its value as a public recrea- 
tional and study area : Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That this organiaztion go on record as favoring the establishment of 
a national seashore recreation area on whatever portion of the island the Na- 
tional Parks Service considers best suited for the purpose; 

Resolved further, That this organization take whatever action seems expedient 
to promote the perpetuation of the island in its natural state. 


RESOLUTION OF THE COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF HARLINGEN, TEX. 


Whereas the Interior and Insular Affairs Committee of the U.S. Senate is in 
the process of study and consideration of establishing a national seashore area 
on a portion of Padre Island in the gulf coast area of the State of Texas; and 

Whereas the duly constituted Commission of the City of Harlingen, Tex., being 
the legislative governing agency of such city, has considered the advisability and 
desirability of such seashore area: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Commission of the City of Harlingen, That the City Com- 
mission of Harlingen, Tex., is opposed to the establishment of a national seashore 
area by the U.S. Parks Service on Padre Island for the reason that it is deemed 
more advisable and to the better interest of the citizens of this country and this 
area for such Padre Island to be developed through private enterprise. 


ROBISCHUNG-KIESLING CONTRACTING CoRP., 
Houston, Tex., December 14, 1959. 
THE U.S. SENATE INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, 
Corpus Christi, Tea. 
GENTLEMEN : The undersigned simply wishes to go on record as being in favor 
of creating Padre Island as a national seashore park. 
It would be tragic if Padre Island should be exploited commercially. Padre 
Island should be assured of its present unblemished preservation. 
My immediate family and many of my friends join me in asking your favorable 
consideration in creating a national seashore park of Padre Island. 
Thanking you in advance, I am, 
Very truly yours, 
J. A. KIEsLine. 


New YorE, January 25, 1960. 
Re Padre Island, Senate 4. 
To the Subcommittee of the Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
U.S. Senate Building, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sirs: The undersigned is the holder of approximately 24,000 acres in the 
southerly portion of Padre Island, Tex., which is under consideration for acquisi- 
tion as part of a national seashore reserve, as set forth in the field investigation 
report on Padre Island prepared by the U.S. Department of the Interior, 
National Park Service, region 3 under date of February 1959 (herein referred to 
as the “Park Service report”). 

The effort which is being made to acquire national seashore reserves (includ- 
ing portions of Padre Island) is a very worthy one and is entitled to most serious 
consideration and support. 
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Insofar as Padre Island is concerned, there appear to be three interests to be 
served : 
(1) The establishment of a national seashore reserve. 
(2) The development of the mineral resources on the island. 
(3) The development of areas for residential, pleasure, business, and 
commercial purposes. 

The size and nature of Padre Island is such that all three objectives can be 
achieved without any one objective impinging or interfering with the other. 

With reference to the mineral interests, all of the minerals in the area com- 
prehended in the field service report are under lease, and in certain areas very 
substantial values have been established as a result of gas discoveries. Any 
condemnation or taking of the minerals would not only be very costly to the 
Government but would constitute a loss of an important natural resource. The 
Park Service report recognizes that oil and gas exploitation and production 
both on the island and offshore are proceeding rapidly (p. 19) and further 
states the belief that the mineral development can be carried out without impair- 
ing the scenic and recreational values of the island. 

Before any sweeping proposals for the dedication of any portion of Padre 
Island as a national seashore reserve proceed further, it is submitted that the 
facts with respect to the mineral development already in full swing on Padre 
Island, and that which is being undertaken, should be considered with a view 
to reconciling the continuation of such development with the national seashore 
reserve. Any effort to take Padre Island as a national seashore reserve, without 
making adequate provision for the exclusion of the minerals and the right to 
exploit them under proper circumstances, would be vigorously opposed by the 
undersigned and undoubtedly by the other owners of the Padre Island minerals 
affected. 

It is submitted also that further consideration should be given to the present 
and future requirements of the growing centers of population at Corpus Christi 
and in the lower Rio Grande Valley, and to visitors to these areas, for seashore 
homes, fishing grounds, and other private uses of the seashore environment. 

With causeways already established at either end of the island and with the 
possibility of a third causeway at Point Mansfield to be connected by an island 
highway running to the Port Isabel Causeway, it would seem that the proposal 
contained in the Park Service report impinges unrealistically upon the require- 
ment for such uses. Here again additional facts and figures should be adduced 
to reconcile the public requirement for a seashore reserve and the private 
requirements for seashore development 

Accordingly, it is requested that prior to the taking of any action upon S. 4 
your committee make appropriate inquiry into the facts and figures involved 
with a view to reconciling the foresaid three interests. 

To date the undersigned, with substantial interest and investment in the 
southerly end of Padre Island, has never been approached or consulted in any 
way with respect to the establishment of the national seashore reserve on 
Padre Island. Accordingly, the undersigned requests notification of any fur- 


ther hearings on S. 4 or any bill which involves the taking of any part of Padre 
Island as a park. 


Respectfully submitted. 
GILBERT KERLIN. 


RESOLUTION OF THE BAYsSHORE Rop, REEL, AND GuN CLUB, Baytown, TEx. 


Be it unanimously resolved by the membership assembled in general meeting 
of the Bayshore Rod, Reel, and Gun Club at 3223 Minnesota Street, in the city 
of Baytown, county of Harris, State of Texas, the evening of Monday, December 
21, 1959, that 

Whereas a Padre Island National Seashore Recreation Area is approaching 
realization through efforts of many public-minded citizens and numerous elected 
and appointed public officials ; and 

Whereas Bayshore Rod, Reel, and Gun Club has examined closely the merits of 
the project and has found it worthy of support: Then be it 

Resolwed, That the Bayshore Rod, Reel, and Gun Club supports the preser- 
vation as a national seashore recreation area of all of that part of Padre Island 
between the present county parks at the north and south ends of the island, 


including the Laguna Madre and the coastal lands up to the intracoastal canal; 
and be it further 
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ResoWed, That this support shall be both continuous and active until passage 
of the required legislation in the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
State of Texas and the Senate and House of Representatives of these United 
States, including both enabling acts and appropriations of adequate funds for 
both purchase and development, all this so that our children and their children 
may enjoy the right to go down to the sea to enjoy the sports and pleasures 
thereof and derive inspiration therefrom as our Father has intended for man 
without let or hindrance from time immemorial. 


RESOLUTION oF THE LOWER RIO GRANDE VALLEY CHAPTER, AMERICAN INSTITUTE 
OF ARCHITECTS 








Resolved, That the Lower Rio Grande Valley Chapter of the American Institute 
of Architects approves passage of bills pending in Congress to establish a na- 
tional seashore recreation area on Padre Island, Tex., subject to agreement 
between the State of Texas and the Government of the United States. 


RESOLUTION OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, CorPUS CHRISTI, TEX. 











At the regular monthly meeting of the board of directors of the Corpus Christi 
Chamber of Commerce held Thursday, December 10, 1959, the following resolu- 
tion was adopted by unanimous vote: 

Be it resolved, That the Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce endorse the 
principle of establishing a national seashore area on Padre Island, recognizing 
the need of reserving some portions of the island for private development and 
if essential some areas for the Navy. 


RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF MATHIS, TEX., CHAMBER OF COM MERCE 































Whereas the honorable legislators representing the golden coastal bend region, 
both in the Texas Legislature and the Congress of the United States, have in 
recent months expended great effort toward establishing a national seashore 
area on a portion of Padre Island for the purpose of preserving such area in its 
natural state; 

And whereas the establishment of such a national seashore on Padre Island 
would focus nationwide attention on the coastal bend area and cause a tremen- 
dous increase in tourist traffic throughout the area; 

And whereas a subcommittee of the U.S. Senate, led by the Honorable Sen- 
ator Frank E. Moss, will conduct public hearings in Corpus Christi to the desir- 
ability of establishing such a Padre Island national seashore: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the board of directors of the Mathis Chamber 
of Commerce that the establishment of a Padre Island national seashore would 
bring greatly increased numbers of tourists into the coastal bend area and that 
such increased tourist traffic would be of tremendous benefit to the commerce of 
Mathis and the Lake Mathis area; and be it further 

Resolved, That the board of directors of the Mathis Chamber of Commerce 
heartily approves and endorses the establishment of a Padre Island national 
seashore, and the president is hereby directed to communicate this resolution 
to the aforementioned Senate subcommittee in person, or by representative, or 
by telegram. 

DAULTON FE. BISSETT, President. 


RESOLUTION OF THE BEXAR COUNTY DEMOCRATS 





Whereas there has been introduced into the Congress of the United States a 
bill numbered Senate bill 4; and 

Whereas the general provision of such bill is the creation of a national park 
on Padre Island ; and 

Whereas the need for this park is unquestioned since it is the last coastal 
stretch available for park use, such coastal stretch being in its natural state; 
and 
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Whereas it is to the best interest of the health, welfare, education, and recrea- 
tion of all of the people of the State particularly those living in south Texas; 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Bexar County Democrats endorse, approve, and urge the 
passage of Senate bill 4 creating Padre Island National Park; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution, properly authenticated, be sent imme- 
diately to the subcommittee of the Interior Committee of the U.S. Senate now 
to have hearings on said Senate bill 4 so that such committee may know of the 
views of the Bexar County Democrats in favor of this bill. 


LAGUNA MADRE FISHERMAN’S ASSOCIATION, 
Corpus Christi, Tex., December 11, 1959. 
Hon. NoaH KENNEDY, 
County Judge, Nueces County, 
Corpus Christi, Tex. : 


Dear Sr: At a special called meeting of this association held on last Apri 
11 a resolution was passed supporting the proposed park on Padre Island. 

You may be sure that the membership of this association is strongly behind 
the move to make Padre Island a national seashore park. 

We further feel that commercial development should be held to a minimum 
and that the main objective of such a movement should be to insure the free 
use of the beaches of Padre Island to all citizens. 

The benefits to our local economy from such a park would be lasting and 
extremely beneficial to our area. 

Trusting that you will add this resolution to those you now have, we remain, 

Yours very truly, 
SmiLey Davis, President. 


Corpus Curisti, Tex., December 16, 1959. 
Senator Frank EF. Moss, 
New Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sire: As president of Laguna Madre Fisherman’s Association, a large 
organization of Corpus Christi and area sportsmen, I would like to report 
that in our April meeting we went on record by a unanimous vote to support 
the preservation of Padre Island in its entirety for future generations by con- 
vering it into a national shoreline park. 

Padre Island is now being used by countless thousands of people for fishing, 
camping, beachcombing, and other forms of recreational pleasures. It is one 
of the few beaches of the Gulf coast easily accessible to man, that is not priv- 
ately owned and fenced off from the general public. It is also one of the few 
beaches still in its original unperturbed state. 

For years and years, people of this area, and many from other parts of Texas 
and our Nation, have used this beach without extra cost for recreational pur- 
poses. It would be almost criminal to allow commercial interests to take it 
over and not to preserve it for posterity. 

We are representing many thousands of sportsmen through the voice of 
opinion of the members of the Laguna Madre Fisherman’s Association. We 
were ready, as was nearly everyone, to testify in the affirmative on Padre Island 
as a national seashore, but you had too many on the docket who came many miles 
to be heard, so we withdrew in favor of this statement for your records. 

Thank you for holding the hearing. 

Sincerely, 
SMILEY DaAvIs, 
President, Laguna Madre Fisherman’s Association. 


RESOLUTION OF THE JUNIOR WOMAN’S CLUB, Corpus CHRISTI, TEX. 


The Junior Woman’s Club of Corpus Christi, Tex., recognizes that natural 
beach areas are fast disappearing from the American scene. It recognizes also 
that the present generation owes it to posterity to provide more areas where 
future generations can see the pattern of America as the Creator made it 
and protect and enjoy the natural seashore that is their heritage. 
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Whereas Padre Island has the longest unspoiled beach in the United States 
which can still be preserved in its natural state if immediate steps are taken 
to insure its preservation ; and 

Whereas it is a magnificent expanse of dune beach, ideal for recreation and 
relaxation ; and 

Whereas its historical and marine life values are outstanding and its sheltered 
bays and marshlands are nesting sites for countless thousands of shore birds; 
and 

Whereas the easy accessibility afforded by the recent construction of three 
causeways between it and the mainland will bring about its being developed 
and commercialized and lost as a natural recreational area ; therefore 

Resolved, That the Junior Woman’s Club of Corpus Christi, Tex, go on record 
as favoring the establishment of a national seashore recreation area on whatever 
portion of Padre Island the National Park Service deems suitable for this 
purpose. 

Resolved further, That this organization take whatever action seems expedient 
to promote the perpetuation of the island in its natural state. 


RESOLUTION OF THE Rorary Cius, Sinton, TEx. 


Resolved, That the Rotary Club of Sinton, Tex., hereby endorses efforts now 
being made to establish a national seashore area along Padre Island. This 
endorsement is intended to indicate recognition of the immediate necessity for 
preservation of our country’s fast-disappearing coastline in its natural state, 
so that the future generations may enjoy the relaxation and spiritual uplift 
afforded through communion with nature’s beauty, so indispensable to man. 

We feel that Padre Island is particularly suitable at this time for protection 
by Congress from the depredations of the insatiable desires for development that 
stem from our steady growth in population. 


Optimist CLUB OF DowNTOWN Corpus CHRISTI, 
Corpus Christi, Tex., December 10, 1959. 
County Judge NoAH KENNEDY, Jr., 
Corpus Christi, Tex. 


DEAR JUDGE KENNEDY: We, the Downtown Optimist Club of Corpus Christi, are 
interested in the creation of a national seashore area along the coast of the 
Gulf of Mexico on Padre Island. 

At our regular meeting, Wednesday, December 9, a motion was made favor- 
ing the creation of a seashore area on Padre Island, and it carried unanimously. 

We trust that this will meet with the favor of the Federal Government 
and those who are on their way to designate this area. 

Respectfully yours, 
J.J. DEVINE, President. 


RESOLUTION OF THE CoasTaL Benp Lazsor Councit, AFL-CIO, Corpus Curistt, 
Trex. 


Whereas Padre Island has remained relatively unchanged for centuries as an 
object of natural beauty; unsurpassed in its form of natural beauty anywhere 
in the world ; and 

Whereas the Government of the United States has indicated an interest in 
preserving Padre Island in its natural state for the enjoyment of future genera- 
tions as a national seashore area: Therefore be it 

Resolved by the Coastal Bend Labor Council, AFL-CIO, in regular meeting 
this 10th day of December 1959, That this organization favors the creation of a 
national seashore area on Padre Island, and that the views of this body be 
expressed at the public hearing before members of the U.S. Senate in Corpus 
Christi, Tex., on December 14, 1959, and that a copy of this resolution be pre- 
sented to the proper Federal authorities. 





130 PADRE ISLAND NATIONAL PARK 


Corpus CuHrRistTI, TEx. 
Hon. James E. Murray, 
Chairman, Interior and Insular Affairs Committee, 
New Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir: I come before the committee as a Corpus Christi citizen with a 
Special knowledge of the Texas Coastal Bend plantlife, having for some years 
been engaged in a project of recording as many as possible of the 1,300 or so 
native flowering plants which are known to grow in this part of Texas, an 
enterprise being sponsored by the Welder Wildlife Foundation. 

To some people Padre Island may seem a barren expanse of sand and marsh, 
but to those who have an appreciation of wildflowers and native plants—and 
there are millions in America who do have this appreciation—Padre is nothing 
less than a treasure house of untold riches. The beach buttercup (Ipomoea 
drummondii), found only along the coast of Texas, finds its home here; the 
beach berry (Scaevola plumieri), a shrub of the tropics which hugs the lower 
sand dunes, reaches its northern limit on south Texas beaches. In short, there 
are rare plants on Padre, along with many not so rare, all together making up 
a most fascinating flora, one with a character all its own, one which cannot 
be duplicated anywhere else. If this flora is too much disturbed by man, it will 
disappear and be replaced by unattractive weeds and grasses, as happens where- 
ever the balance of nature is upset. 

So, in consideration of the great beauty and uniqueness of the Padre Island 
vegetation, and the unquestioned desirability of preserving it for further Ameri- 
cans to enjoy, I heartily endorse the proposal which is under consideration here 
today. 

Respectfully yours, 
FReEp B. Jon&s. 


Corpus CuHristI, Tex., January 6, 1959. 
SENATE INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, 
Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 


GENTLEMEN: Enclosed are a group of resolutions prepared by student organ- 
izations at Del Mar Junior College here favoring the establishment of a na- 
tional seashore area on Padre Island. 

Thank you very much. 

Very truly yours, 
Guy WATTS, 
Representative, Del Mar College Student Council. 


RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL SEASHORE 
AREA ON Papre ISLAND, TEX. 


Whereas the establishment of a national seashore area on Padre Island, Tex., 
would preserve the natural beauty of that island ; 

Whereas the establishment of a national seashore area on Padre Island, 
Tex., would contribute to the economic growth of the surrounding area: There- 
fore be it 

Resolwed, That the undersigned students of Del Mar College in Corpus Christi, 
Tex., support the establishment of a national seashore area on Padre Island, 
Tex., and be it 

Resolved, That the undersigned students of Del Mar College in Corpus Christi, 
Tex., support such a national seashore area to include at least 80 miles of the 
length of Padre Island, Tex. 

Dan Miller, Walter Greene, Jack Bonner III, Mike Kennemer, Lary 
Algood, Alfred Canalis, Richard Morrow, Barney Westers, Frank 
D. Hankins, P. V. Powers, Larry Manire, Arnold Mudler, Liliana 
Morales, Thomas P. Cahill Jr., Charles Mueller, Gerald Grogan, 
Manuel Cuellar, Richard Shirley, James Wadley, Jo Ann James. 


STATEMENT OF Mrs. MIKE O’NEILL, COMMERCE, TEX. 


We need the park for several reasons: 
1. To preserve for the generations to come the natural life that exists along 
its coasts. 
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2. To preserve the natural character of broad beaches, grass-topped dunes, and 
wind-swept formations that would otherwise be lost to us. 

8. To preserve almost the only unspoiled natural beach on the coast of our 
country. 

4. To preserve for us and our successors a place of relaxation and pleasure 
sought by so many in natural areas. 

I find in my travels along our coast that such places are hard to find. Let 
us keep this place unspoiled for the approach to the sea and shore life for all 
our citizens to enjoy. 


Hovuston, Tgex., December 10, 1959. 


U.S. SENATE INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, 
Corpus Christi, Tex. 


GENTLEMEN: In the life-and-death struggle between Communist regimen- 
tation and the democratic action of free nations, the world’s decision will ulti- 
mately be based upon which system appears to serve best the needs of the 
people. 

The proposed Padre Island National Seashore is a positive need, now and 
for the future. 

Let us show by our action that a democratic capitalistic system can, and will, 
serve the best interests of the whole people. 

Respectfully yours, 










































Jor M. Hetser, Jr. 





BrENHAM, Tex., December 10, 1959. 


Dear Stirs: Congratulations on your fight for the youth of the country. 
I am 76 years old and know that love of heritage is a necessary quality in 
character building. 
Cordially, 


Mrs. J. V. CARROLL. 





LUFKIN, TEx. 

Dear Sirs: Padre is one of the most beautiful spots in our U.S.A. I’ve been 
from east to west coast and truly believe there isn’t a more beautiful place. I 
sincerely hope Congress passes whatever is necessary to preserve this beautiful 
place. 

If I had the time I could and would get a long list, here in east Texas, to 
sign for this cause. 

Very interested, 

Mr. and Mrs. M. C. BRASHEAR. 


Texas STATE LEGISLATURE 
SENATE BILL 9 


AN ACT Affirming and protecting the right of the public use of certain State-owned beaches 
of such larger area extending from the line of mean low tide to the line of vegetation, 
in the event the public has acquired a right of use or easement to or over such area by 
prescription, dedication, or has retained a right by virtue of a continuous right in the 
public bordering on the seaward shore of the Gulf of Mexico; affirming and protecting 
rights of the public to beaches upon which the public has acquired a prescriptive right ; 
defining terms; providing for a study committee; vesting authority to regulate such 
beach areas in the respective County Commissioners Courts subject to limitations of 
existing laws ; stating certain prima facie presumptions ; providing for severability, and 
declaring an emergency 


Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 


SECTION 1. It is hereby declared and affirmed to be the public policy of this State 
that the public, individually and collectively, shall have the free and unrestricted 
right of ingress and egress to and from the State-owned beaches bordering on 
the seaward shore of the Gulf of Mexico, or such larger area extending from the 
line of mean low tide to the line of vegetation bordering on the Gulf of Mexico, 
in the event the public has acquired a right of use or easement to or over such 
area by prescription, dedication, or has retained a right by virtue or continuous 
right in the public. 
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It shall be an offense against the public policy of this State for any person, 
firm, corporation, association or other legal entity to create, erect or construct 
any obstruction, barrier, or restraint of any nature whatsoever which would 
interfere with the free and unrestricted right of the public individually and 
collectively, to enter or to leave any State-owned beach bordering on the seaward 
shore of the Gulf of Mexico, or such larger area, extending from the line of mean 
low tide to the line of vegetation bordering on the Gulf of Mexico, in the event the 
public has acquired a right of use or easement to or over such area by prescrip- 
tion, dedication, or has retained a right by virtue of continuous right in the 
public. 

It shall be an offense against the public policy of this State for any person, 
firm, corporation, association, or other legal entity to create, erect, or construct 
any obstruction, barrier or restraint which would interfere with the free and 
unrestricted right of the public, individually and collectively to the lawful and 
legal use of, any property abutting upon or contiguous to the State-owned beach 
bordering on the seaward shore of the Gulf of Mexico upon which the public has 
acquired a prescriptive right. 

Be it provided, however, that nothing in this act shall prevent any agency, 
department, institution, subdivision or instrumentality of this State or of the 
Federal Government from erecting or maintaining any groin, seawall, barrier, 
pass, channel, jetty or other structure as an aid to navigation, protection of the 
shore, fishing, safety or other lawful purpose authorized by the Constitution or 
laws of this state or of the United States. 

The requirements of free and unrestricted rights of ingress and egress over 
areas landward of the line of vegetation shall be deemed to be fully satisfied by 
access roads or ways, now existing and available to the public, or which by or 
with the approval of any governmental authority having jurisdiction, may be 
provided in the future. 

Be it provided further, that nothing in this Act shall be construed as in any 
way affecting the title of the owners of land adjacent to any state-owned beach 
bordering on the seaward shore of the Gulf of Mexico, or to the continuation of 
fences for the retention of livestock across sections of beach which are not 
accessible to motor vehicular traffic by public road or by beach. 

Be it provided further, that none of the provisions of this Act shall apply 
to the beaches on those islands or peninsulas that are not accessible by a public 
road or ferry facility, so long as such condition shall exist. 

Sec. 2. In any action brought or defended under this Act or whose determina- 
tion is affected by this Act a showing that the area in question is embraced within 
the area from mean low tide to the line of vegetation shall be prima facie evi- 
dence that : 

(1) the title of the littoral owner does not include the right to prevent the 
public from using the area for ingress and egress to the sea ; 

(2) there has been imposed upon the area subject to proof of easement a 
prescriptive right or easement in favor of the public for ingress and egress to 
the sea. 

Sec. 3. Definitions. 

a. The term “line of vegetation” means the extreme seaward boundary of 
natural vegetation which spreads continuously inland. In any area where there 
is no clearly marked vegetation line (as, for instance, a line immediately behind 
well-defined dunes or mounds of sand and at a point where vegetation begins) 
recourse shall be had to the nearest clearly marked line of vegetation on each 
side of such unmarked area to determine the elevation reached by the highest 
waves of the Gulf. The “line of vegetation” for the unmarked area shall be 
the line of constant elevation connecting the two clearly marked lines of vege- 
tation on each side. In the event the elevation of the two points on each side 
of the area are not the same, then the extension defining the line reached by 
the highest waves of the Gulf shall be the average elevation as between the 
two points; provided, however, that where there is no clearly marked line of 
vegetation, such extended line shall in no event extend inland further than two 
hundred (200) feet from the seaward line of mean low tide. The “line of vege- 
tation” shall not be affected by the occasional sprigs of salt grass upon ‘the 
mounds or dunes, or seaward from them, and shall not be affected by artificial 
fill, the addition or removal of turf, as by other artificial changes in the natural 
vegetation of the area. Where such changes have been made, and thus the vege- 
tation line has been obliterated or has been created artificially, then the line of 
vegetation shall be determined in the same manner as in-those areas where there 
is otherwise no clearly marked “line of vegetation”; however, where there is 





ee we AR OF ee kek, OO OCU eet CO 


y~- -. 


~~ = 


~~ DFR Dh A eet A st CU 


PADRE ISLAND NATIONAL PARK 133 


a vegetation line consistently following a line more than two hundred (200) 
feet from the seaward line of mean low tide, this two hundred (200) foot line 
shall constitute the landward boundary of the area subject to public easement 
until such time as a final court adjudication shall establish this line in another 
place. 

b. The term “highest waves” means the highest swell of the surf with such 
regularity that vegetation is prevented, and does not refer to the extraordinary 
waves which temporarily extend above the line of vegetation during storms and 
hurricanes. 

e. The term “beach,” as used herein, means that area subject to public use 
and easement as defined in Section 1. 

d. “Person,” as used herein, includes natural persons, corporations, and 
associations. 

e. “Littoral owner’ means the owner of land adjacent to the shore and includes 
anyone acting under the littoral owner’s authority. 

Sec. 4. Nothing herein shall in any way reduce, limit, construct, or vitiate the 
definition of public beaches as defined from time immemorial in law and custom. 

Sec. 5. The Attorney General, any County Attorney, District Attorney, or 
Criminal District Attorney of the State of Texas is hereby authorized and em- 
powered, and it shall be his, or their duty to file in the District Court of 
Travis County, Texas, or the county wherein such property is situated, actions 
seeking either temporary or permanent court orders or injunctions to remove any 
obstruction or barrier, or prohibit any restaint or interference, resticting the 
right of the public, individually or collectively, to free and unrestricted ingress 
and egress to and from the state-owned beaches, or such larger area, extending 
from the line of mean low tide to the line of vegetation, in the event the public 
has acquired a right to use or easement to or over such area by prescription, 
dedication, or has retained a right by virtue of continuous right in the public, or 
any property abutting upon or contiguous to the state-owned beach bordering on 
the Gulf of Mexico upon which the public has acquired a prescriptive right, and 
in such proceedings, the Attorney General, County Attorney, District Attorney, or 
Criminal District Attorney, shall also be empowered to bring an action seeking 
recovery of the costs of removing any obstruction or barrier if the same be 
removed by pulbic authorities pursuant to any order of such court. 

Src. 6. Declaratory Judgment Suits. Any littoral owner whose rights may be 
determined or affected by this Act shall be permitted to bring suit for a declara- 
tory judgment against the State of Texas to try such issue or issues. Service of 
citation in such cases may be had by serving the Attorney General of Texas. 

Sec. 7. Study Committee. Because of certain problems peculiar to the various 
beaches of Texas, a study committee is hereby authorized to study the develop- 
ment of those beaches. The committee shall be composed of three (3) Repre- 
sentatives to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
three (3) Senators to be appointed by the Lieutenant Governor of the state, 
as ex officio members, the Land Commission of the State of Texas, or a repre- 
sentative appointed by such Land Commissioner, the Chief Engineer of the High- 
way Department of the State of Texas, or a representative appointed by such 
Chief Engineer, and a representative of the Attorney General to be appointed by 
the Attorney General. The expense incurred by the legislative members of the 
Committee in performing their duty shall be payable one-half out of the 
Contingent Expense Fund of the House and one-half out of the Contigent Ex- 
pense Fund of the Senate. Such interim committee shall examine into the 
special conditions prevailing as to the shore line in the various areas, and shall 
file its report to the Legislature, whether in Special or General Session, at the 
earliest time compatible with the performance of its duties. The report shall 
include recommendations for legislation, including the following subjects: 

a. the most practical method of procuring the right-of-way necessary for con- 
struction of essential parallel highways and for vehicular parking areas (to fa- 
cilitate access to the beach) all to be situated landward and above the beach; 

b. method of procuring easements for egress and ingress between such parking 
areas and the beach; 

ec. procedure for negotiation and execution of cooperative agreements between 
the state and affected landowners for acquisition by gift or purchase of such 
rights-of-way and easements ; 

d. recognition of rights in such landowners to construct works, including 
groins, for the protection of their property and meeting the standards to be 
prescribed in such legislation ; 
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e. method of negotiations with landowners for additional easements or deeds 
for park areas adjacent to the beach, for the use and pleasure of the public, 
provided such lands or easements can be obtained without cost to the state; 

f. any change necessary to bring general legislation into conformity with the 
fixed procedures applicable to National Seashore Areas, to the extend that lands 
along the coast may be designated to a National Seashore Area; and 

g. such other related matters as in the opinion of the interim committee should 
be included in such report so as to facilitate the development of Texas’ beaches 
as public recreational areas and to further their development as a tourist 
attraction. 

Sec. 8. The Commissioners Court of any county shall have, and is hereby 
granted, the authority to regulate motor vehicular traffic and the littering of such 
state-owned beaches, or such larger area, extending from the line of mean low 
tide to the line of vegetation bordering on the Gulf of Mexico, in the event the 
public has acquired a right of use or easement to or over such area by prescrip- 
tion, dedication, or has retained a right by virtue of continuous right in the public, 
within the limits of said county. Such regulations may include the speed of 
motor vehicles in accordance with existing state laws and rules or regulations 
promulgated by the Texas Highway Commission, and the zoning of designated 
areas for nonvehicular traffic. The Commissioners Court may declare the viola- 
tion of such regulations to be and the same shall be considered as a violation of 
this Act, and the Commissioners Court may prescribe civil penalties therefor 
not to exceed a penalty in the payment of Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) in 
money. 

The right of the public to use the public beaches covered in this Act shall remain 
inviolate subject to the rules and regulations promulgated by the Commissioners 
Court having jurisdiction. 

Sec. 9. If any provision of this Act or the application thereof to any person or 
circumstances is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions 
or applications of the Act which can be given effect without the invalid provisions 
or applications, and to this end the provisions of this Act are declared to be 
severable. 

Sec. 10. The fact that, over the centuries, the colonial government of Spain, 
Mexico, the Republic of Texas, and our Sovereign State have all held in trust 
for the people of Texas ownership of the beaches bordering on the seaward shore 
of the Gulf of Mexico; and this legal claim has been buttressed and reinforced by 
the fact that through long years of custom and usage, the people of Texas have 
acquired prescriptive rights to free and unrestricted use of such state beaches; 
and there is an urgent and imperative need to affirm the public policy of this 
state in regard to the right of the public to the free and unrestricted use and 
enjoyment of the state beaches bordering on and contiguous to the seaward shore 
of the Gulf of Mexico, creates an emergency and an imperative public necessity 
that the Constitutional Rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in 
each House be suspended, and said Rule is hereby suspended; and this Act shall 
take effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 


STATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL AUDUBON Society, JOHN H. BAKER, 
PRESIDENT EMERITUS 


The National Audubon Society has, for the past 37 years, protected nesting 
colonies of water birds on certain islands in the Laguna Madre—specifically 
North and South Bird Island in the upper Laguna Madre, as well as Green 
and the Tree Islands in the southern Laguna Madre. This has been done under 
the authority of a 1923 legislative act, and more recently, in September 1955, by 
further legislative act, authorizing 50-year leases from that date. Such leases 
were promptly executed. The society also maintains wildlife sanctuaries on 
other State-owned islands on other portions of the Texas coast, and these 
are all currently leased under the authority of the 1955 act, and these leases 
run until 2005. We mention this as indication that we have had much reason 
to become familiar with Texas coastal islands and their wildlife, and we are 
proud to be able to say that the numbers of nesting water birds on the islands, 
for maintenance of the sanctuary status of which the society has been responsible, 
have greatly increased as a result of that protection. 

We strongly favor establishment of a Padre Island National Seashore Area, 
and it is our strong feeling that the northern boundary should not be any further 
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south than the Kleberg-Kenedy County line. We feel that the area to be 
excluded from the seashore at the southern end of Padre Island should be 
limited to that portion which is already thickly built up. We have heard talk 
of limitation of the seashore area to a rather short distance in the middle of 
Padre Island, but believe that any such limitation would be basically destructive 
of the main objective in setting up the area. 

Padre Island itself is important from a wildlife conservation standpoint 
and the spectacle value of that wildlife is a significant factor in public recrea- 
tion. However, from those standpoints the submerged lands and islands in 
the Laguna Madre between Padre Island proper and the mainland are still more 
important, and we very strongly urge that these be included in the proposed 
Padre Island National Seashore Area. It is .in this Laguna Madre portion 
that the water-bird nesting sanctuaries maintained by our society are located. 
We might add that, in the event establishment of the national seashore area 
include the portions in which our leased islands lie, there will be no difficulty 
met with on the part of the National Park Service or the State of Texas in 
incorporating the leased islands in the national seashore area because of any 
lease rights that the society may have, extending well beyond the date of 
initiation of the proposed Padre Island National Seashore Area. 

To sum up, we urge the prompt enactment of legislation establishing such a 
Padre Island National Seashore Area, and we take this occasion to compliment 
Senator Yarborough and State Representative Roger Daily, of Houston, in 
having promoted the proposal to the point where definitive Federal legislative 
action is imminent, and cooperative State legislative action has already been in 
part taken. 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 


Edinburg, Tex., December 14, 1959. 
Senator LYNDON JOHNSON, 


Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear SENATOR JOHNSON: The Edinburg Chamber of Commerce has discussed 
at length the proposal to establish a national seashore area on Padre Island. 

Prior to the board action, the members discussed the project at length with 
the many chamber members and other local citizens. By far the largest group 
of opinions seem to fall into a category that might be called mild conditional 
approval. By this I mean that they were in favor of the project provided it 
meet many and varied stipulations. A smaller and much more definite group 
was completely opposed to any Federal recreational project on the island. 

In view of these facts, the board of directors of the Edinburg Chamber of 
Commerce has voted unanimously not to support the establishment of any type of 
national park or seashore on Padre Island until the gross extent of the area 
and the effect on private development can be determined. 

Any information that you can furnish us on these factors will be greatly 
appreciated. 

Very sincerely yours, 
CHARLES R. QUEEN, M.D., 
President. 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
Edinburg, Tex., January 11, 1960. 
Senator JAMES E. Murray, 
Senate Interior and Insular Affairs Committee, New Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 


DEAR SENATOR Murray: After careful study, the board of directors of the 
Edinburg Chamber of Commerce strongly protests the establishment of a national 
seashore area on Padre Island. 

The following are among the reasons that led us to this stand: 

(1) The National Park Service has recommended in an extensive brochure 
that all of Padre Island not presently developed (approximately 88 miles) be 
left “as is.” Our observation is that the island, or at least the remaining 
88 miles, has been in this “raw unspoiled” condition for centuries and has 
drawn only a bare handful of lookers. It has been only with the recent improve- 
inents, of the type the National Park Service hopes to halt, that substantial 
numbers of people have visited the island. 





136 PADRE ISLAND NATIONAL PARK 


(2) The types of usage (i.e., birdwatching, hunting, fishing, exploring) would 
be limited to a relatively small group of people because of interest and the 
cost involved. 

While it might be desirable from an aesthetic point of view to preserve this 
great seaside playground as a sort of natural history museum, we feel that 
the greater good would be served by development that would make the island 
accessible to the masses of people who desire overnight accommodations, 
picnicking, and swimming facilities. 

(3) In general, we feel that the long-range potential of the island for public 
recreation in highly developed public parks, containing bathhouses, cabanas, 
recreation areas, and overnight accommodations, such as Cameron County’s 
Isla Balanca Park on the south tip of the island, and in private enterprise 
development of homesites, motels, dining facilities, etc., is of greater value than 
the preservation of sand dunes would be. It should also be noted that the 
future tax potential for local taxing bodies is considerable and would be negated 
by Federal ownership. 

It hardly seems worthy of the efforts of our overburdened Federal Government 
to go to extreme lengths to preserve all natural features of the land, no matter 
how useless or undesirable, just because they are becoming scarce. 

We would also point out that approximately 500 miles of Mexican coastline, 
= south of Padre Island, is in a raw, undeveloped state and available to nature 

anciers. 

(4) It is further our distinct impression, from conversations and correspond- 
ence with various interested organizations and individuals, that the majority of 
the support that the national seashore proposal has received in the south Texas 
area has been based on the assumption that roads, picnic areas, seawalls, fishing 
wharves, an dgeneral tourist accommodations would be included in the park. 
We believe that there would be a far different attitude on the part of area 
interests if it were known that no such improvements were contemplated. 

For the above reasons, and because the Federal budget is already over 
extended, we strongly protest the establishment of a national park or seashore 
on Padre Island. 

Very sincerely yours, 
CHARLES R. QUEEN, M.D., President. 


RESOLUTION OF THE WILLACY COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


Whereas a careful study has been made by the board of directors of 
the Willacy County Chamber of Commerce as to the merits of the proposed 
national seashore park on Padre Island; and 

Whereas the Legislature of the State of Texas has passed a resolution provid- 
ing for a limited area park, i.e., that portion of the island between Yarborough 
Pass and the Port Mansfield Channel, which would provide for the northern part 
of Willacy County to be included in the seashore area while leaving the southern 
section open for private development; and 

Whereas the growth and future development of both Padre Island and the 
lower Rio Grande Valley is dependent to a great extent upon an island highway 
extending from Corpus Christi to Port Isabel; and 

Whereas the safety and general welfare of visitors to the island would be 
enhanced to a great measure by the construction of the aforementioned high- 
way; and 

Whereas this highway is not provided for in Senate bill 4; and 

Whereas the conclusion reached by the board was that a full-length park would 
be inadvisable for Willacy County and the entire Rio Grande Valley : Now, there- 
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the board of directors of the Willacy County Chamber of Com- 
merce officially goes on record as favoring the resolution providing for the 
limited area seashore as passed by the Legislature of the State of Texas, 


HARLINGEN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
Harlingen, Tew., February 5, 1960. 
Hon. FRANK E. Moss, 
Washington, D.C. 


DeaR SENATOR Moss: At a meeting of 50 or more prominent Cameron County 
citizens, representing chambers of commerce of four cities in Cameron County, 
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including Brownsville, San Benito, La Feria, and Harlingen, city officials, county 
judge, and county commissioners, held in San Benito, Tex., February 3, 1960, 
the following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

“That should a national seashore be established on Padre Island, this group 
demands that provisions be made for a highway to be built the full length of 
the island.” 

Being as familiar as you are with Padre Island, you are fully aware that a 
national seashore would be worthless on Padre Island without an adequate paved 
highway the full length of the island to give access to the proposed national 
seashore. 

We sincerely hope that you will see that this road is provided for in some 
manner in the event of the establishment of this national seashore. 

Cordially yours, 


J. E. Bett, Acting Secretary. 


Houston INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DIsTRICT, 


Houston, Tex., December 10, 1959. 
EpITOR, HOUSTON PRESS, 


Houston, Tea. 


Deak Sir: Our school has become interested in the Padre Island National 
Park project. Such a project, conserving wildlife and natural beauty, will 
always be of vital importance to children everywhere. 

Many of the children wrote letters to Senator Yarborough expressing their 
interest and approval. I felt that in doing so they were exercising the basic 
right of citizenship. With their permission, I am sending you some of the letters, 
hoping that you can find room to print them. 

Sincerely yours, 


Mrs. MARION REYNOLDS. 


(The letters referred to follow :) 


Houston, TEx., December 8, 1959. 
Senator YARBOROUGH. 


Dear Sir: I will soon be a voter and will vote for Padre Island. Padre 
Island is good for fishing, camping, swimming, and vacationing. Also it is a 
good place for a scientific laboratory. I sincerely hope it will be made a 
national park. 

Sincerely yours, 


DONALD NICHOLS. 
(Age 11) 


Houston, Trex., December 8, 1959. 


Dear Sir: I thought it over and think it is a good idea. If I was Senator I 
would vote for Padre Island. It would be a nice place for camping and a nice 
place for birds. 


Yours truly, 


PATRICIA WILMOT. 
(Age 10) 


Hovuston, Tex., December 7, 1959. 
Senator YARBOROUGH. 

Deag Sir: I, a future voter, would like to see Padre Island made into a 
national park. I think Padre Island is a good place for conservation of wildlife. 
In my opinion it would be a good national park. 

Yours truly, 


WAYNE COATS. 
(Age 11) 


Houston, Tex., December 7, 1959. 
Dear SENATOR YARBOROUGH: I think that Padre Island is a good place for 
a park and swimming place. 
I think Padre Island is a good place for a park because it’s close to Houston. 
If it becomes a park my family and I will start going there very often. 
Yours truly, 


WAYNE BEAVERS. 
(Age 12) 
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Houston, Tex., December 8, 1959. 
Dear Sir: I think if I were a Senator that I would vote that Padre Island 
should be a national park. I am not a Senator though but would you please 
vote for Padre Island to be a national park. 


Sincerely, 
Nancy STEPHENS. 


(Age 10) 


Houston, Tex., December 7, 1959. 


DEAR SENATOR YARBOROUGH: I think Padre Island should be a national park, 
because the weather is good and the fishing is great. If you don’t get it now 
there will be houses and oil wells on it. Do please try to get Padre Island for 
a national park. 

Yours truly, 
Bossy YOUNG. 


(Age 12) 
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APPENDIX 


(At the direction of the chairman, the following communication 
from Senator Yarborough and its accompanying report was directed 
to be printed as an appendix to the hearing record :) 


U.S. SENATE, 
Washington, D.C., January 26, 1960. 
INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, 
New Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 


JENTLEMEN: The following report, outlining reasons for establishing a 
national seashore area on Padre Island, Tex., is forwarded to you at the request 
of John R. Beasley and Dr. J. E. Bauer of Beeville, Tex., its authors. It is 
endorsed by the Refugio County (Tex.) Chamber of Commerce and the Refugio 
Rotary and Lions Clubs. I hope this outstanding presentation will be of 
assistance to the committee in its deliberation. 

Sincerely, 
RALPH YARBOROUGH. 


PLEA IN SupPPorT OF LEGISLATION TO MAKE OF PADRE ISLAND, TEx., A NATIONAL 
SEASHORE RECREATION AREA 


(By John R. Beasley and Dr. J. E. Bauer) 


BEEVILLE, TEx., December 11, 1959. 
Senator Frank E. Moss, 
U.S. Senator from Utah. 


HONORABLE Sir: In order for the people of America to avail themselves of the 
beneficial use of the salt water shallows along our shores it is essential that 
such waters be and remain accessible. é 

Increasingly expanded activities of private interests and capital have, by 
widespread waterfront appropriations with the attendant increase in values 
largely precluded anything but specially privileged use of accessible locations 
and segments of beach front most everywhere. 

As a whole, however, the people must certainly look with satisfaction and 
appreciation, upon a movement inaugurated in recent years by public-spirited 
and forward-looking Members of Congress and others, influential private citizens, 
to check, at least in part, this threat to permanently proscribe their public rights 
in this regard. 

As common citizens we join in what appears to be almost universal approval 
of such efforts, especially at this late date when conditions are such as to make 
any utilization of public future enjoyment of this resource difficult to attain. 

Under all the circumstances the great influence of the sponsors, their energy 
in the espousal of their cause and the general appeal for the common good have 
already resulted in substantial accomplishment. 

Reference is made to the establishment of Cape Hatteras National Seashore 
Recreational Area by act of Congress August 17, 1937. This area, having an 
Atlantic Ocean frontage of some 85 miles preserving some 45 square miles of 
beach lands for the permanent recreational use of the people of America, is an 
area somewhat similar to Padre Island in Texas. It is comprised of the 
southern portion of a barrier peninsula and of barrier islands Hatteras and 
Ocranoke, a sandy stretch of an average width of about a mile and a half (as 
has the northern portion of Padre) with the ocean on the east and Albermarle 
and Pimlico Sounds inland to the west. We notice also that several small villages 
on the island were excluded from the Federal area leaving “sizeable expansion 
Toom around each to permit independent growth as tourist centers.” But that 
those excluded portions front on the inside waters, leaving the whole of the 
Atlantic beach free and clear for the intended recreational purpose. 
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YARBOROUGH PASS 


Across Padre about 48 miles below Port Aransas. Dredged by Texas Game 
and Fish Commission dredge A. H. Wood, J. B. Arnold, coastal director in charge. 
Begun in December 1940; completed to gulf and opened 9 a.m. April 14, 1941; 
514 feet deep at low tide; channel 80 feet wide at bottom, 130 feet at top; 9,230 
feet long. Required 130 days to complete. Cost approximately $6,000. 


We also note the establishment of Everglades National Park in Florida in 
1947, comprising more than 2,300 square miles (nearly a million and a half 
surface acres) of land and water at the tip end of Florida making it ‘‘one of the 
most unusual wilderness areas in the United States * * * dedicated to con- 
serving the scenic, scientific, and historic heritage of the United States for the 
benefit and enjoyment of its people.” 

And now it appears that the people of Texas, along with those of the Nation, 
are probably being given an opportunity to have a somewhat similar Padre 
Island area fronting on the Gulf of Mexico also established as a national sea- 
shore recreational area. 
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Padre lies between Old Corpus Pass and Brazos Santiago Pass, a distance of 
about 110 miles (see plat). It is assumed that its northern boundary is the 
thread of Old Corpus Pass as it existed when closed by a sand bar thrown up 
by the 1916 storm. The western part of the north end of Padre however extends 
about 2 miles further north inside the old pass giving the island an actual 
length of say 112 miles. 

It is low and flat. With the Laguna Madre waters behind it, this frontage is 
vulnerable in case of storm action. 

Along the whole of Texas nearly 400 miles of gulf shoreline there is but one 
sizeable community built on a barrier island and fronting directly on the gulf, 
Galveston, protected by ground level raise and a seawall. Even along the upper 
coast where the original inland waters have been filled in by sediment brought 
down by the rivers and where the mainland touches the sea there is little con- 
struction directly on the gulf. The houses are mostly of cheap construction built 
upon pilings. Port Aransas, at the north end of Mustang Island is probably 
more naturally protected by elevation and a chain of large sandhills than any 
other location on the south Texas coast. The 20-mile frontage of Mustang 
affords the greatest general protection and this is largely true in respect to 
about the north 23 miles of Padre. At about that location it may be said that 
the chain of sand dunes “plays out.” 


YARBOROUGH PAss IN 1951 


At that time the entrance to the gulf had been effectively closed, only an inter- 
mittent trickle at high tide. The channel had been almost completely blocked off 
by drifting sands propelled by the usual southeast winds, but there was water in 
most of the full length of the channel. At the present time the only water is on 
the laguna side where a little harbor has been dredged. This harbor could be 
reached by boat-trailer outfits coming down the beach and using the ranch road 
shown in the picture, to fish in the lagoon. 
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NICARAGUA 


A “landmark” in the water along the beach 83 miles below Aransas Pass known 
as the Nicaragua, said to be the remains of a 1913 wrecked or stranded ship 
with only a portion of its engine showing above the water and the sand in 
which the remains lie buried (Padre Island, the Naylor Co., 1952, p. 84). 
This was formerly a fishing place of note in itself and a sort of ““guidepost” 
in locating other sites in the vicinity. Good picture of “Beach Road.” 


A highway department survey based upon Government triangulation markers, 
gives this summation of the terrain: 

“The shell banks check the blowing sands and increase the vegetation. 
N. 43.2 averages a mile and a half in width and has more vegetation than any 
othér place on the island. At 64.5 area the vegetation ends. Between 66.2 
and 106.7 middle section is known as the 1887 storm area. All dunes flat- 
tened and moved 0.4 mile from beach. Little vegetation here” (Padre 
Island, the Naylor Co., 1952, p. 132). 

It has been recorded that— 

“Surges of hurricane waters between 1930 and 1945 followed by drought 
from 1948-55 have lowered the surface of the island ; lowered and eroded the 
dunes except in areas in the extreme northern part and largely destroyed the 
grassy cover which once supported cattle ranching. The area of bare migra- 
tory dunes has been much extended.” 

Rates of flood occurrence on Padre mostly on south end and mouth of Rio Grande 
but as a whole: 

1 in 4 years, probably 1in3 years. 

Maximum floods: 1 in 40 years, probably 1 in 30 years. 

(“Hurricanes Affecting Texas Coast,” Technical Memorandum No. 78, 
Beach Erosion Board, Corps of Engineers, Department of the Army. W. 
Armstrong Price, 1956. ) 
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First Gulf of Mexico tidelands wildcat in south Texas area. Standard of Texas 
No. 53, State Tract 948, 25 miles south of Port Aransas off Kleberg County 
in 88 feet of water. Drilling operations begun about April 17, 1954; well 
completed about July 3, 1954: 348 barrels of oil from depth of 7,760 feet ; 
total depth, -9,980. In the background, first to be seen is the breakers and 
-adre Island, 1% miles wide here. Beyond, dimly, is 4-mile-wide Laguna 
Madre and very dimly in the far distance of about 7 miles, the mainland. 


There is very little runoff from drainage in the Padre area. Some 26—40 miles of 
the Laguna Madre has been completely or virtually filled in by blowing sand, 
principally in Kenedy County. Geological findings disclose that the dominant 
winds of the gulf create a western shore current from the Mississippi mouth 
that is met by a current moving northerly at the location of this fill. The 
Waves wash the sand material thus accumulated upon the beach and the winds 
carry it inland creating the “Sands,” a some 60-mile-wide stretch on the con- 
tiguous mainland. In this region all of the relatively light rainfall soaks into 
the ground. Fresh water can be obtained at shallow depth at various localities. 

The beach road has been traveled as long as the island by its recorded history 
has been known. Indians; shipwrecked people; horseback, wagon, and teams, 
afoot, and with the automobile. It has been traveled by Texas Rangers; was 
patrolled during the war—a copper wire communication line with small frame 
blockhouse structures at intervals was established—and is now used by the 
Coast Guard personnel, mainly in giving assistance to fishermen and other 
recreationists, or maybe a boat and her crew stranded or otherwise in difficulty 
and under emergency situations notifying all persons on the island of predicted 
high tides or stormy weather. 

Various schemes have been advanced from time to time down through the 
years for development and utilization; those of the broader aspect calling for a 
“auseway at each end, a road down the middle with beach connections but none, 
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Typical camp on Padre near Little Shell, in the “good old days,” not so long ago 
either. Up until around 1940 there was the best surf fishing from Mata- 
gorda, along the whole of Padre and on into Mexico for channel bass, aver- 
aging 10 pounds, in America. People and authorities must learn that in 
order to have anything along the shallow inland coastal waters and the 
shallow gulf with narrow pass connections the wild game resources must 
be protected and conserved the same as on the land. Under proper manage- 
ment and control it is believed that this fishing can be brought back. 


however, fully materialized. As Capt. T. W. Bailey, of the State Highway 
Department, said in 1983: 

“It seems to have been the experience of all persons who have become in- 
interested in a highway on Padre Island that at first they believed the 
idea feasible, but further study and especially experience with and ob- 
servations of storm tide damage discouraged them from following up the 
project” (Padre Island, p. 197). 

It does not appear to be feasible to maintain a road down the island along the 
beach; and to build one down the middle inside the dunes would undoubtedly 
be hampered in places by high waters and blowing sands. Experience with the 
road from Port Aransas to the Corpus Christi Padre Island Causeway, a dis- 
tance of around 20 miles on Mustang Island constructed several years ago should 
give some idea of the permanence and maintenance cost of an inside route. But 
regardless of this situation, it is suggested that the boach road, probably with 
a little improvement in spots, will serve the purpose, and probably add to the 
attractiveness of the island from a recreational standpoint for a long time to 
come. 

There exists no inlet or pass along Padre at this time unless it be the trickle 
through the Port Mansfield Channel off Raymondville. Yarborough Pass did not 
remain open long. 
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Completed at a cost of 2%, million, February 14, 1954, connecting Port Isabel 
with the south end of Padre. The concrete bridge, with raised section at 
center to permit underpassing traffic, is 6,766 feet long. The Port Isabel 
approach crossing the Intracoastal Canal is 4,200 feet. The Intracoastal 
Canal swings around the point on the left where swing bridge in the cause- 
way crosses it. This canal skirts the town and proceeds a little farther 
westward, then swings south intersecting the Brownsville Channel connect- 
ing the port of Brownsville with the gulf through Brazos Santiago Pass 
which can be dimly seen in upper right corner. It is on the stretch served 
by this causeway, where the island is about a mile wide, that there has been 
recent development for a distance up the island, it is reported, of several 
miles. With a little improvement of the beach road in the vicinity of Little 
and Big Shell, it is ordinarily feasible for a conventional car to travel the 
whole of the distance of 130 miles to Port Aransas; unless it be by reason 
of the pass that was dredged at Port Mansfield. 


On September 25, 1957, a new pass was opened connecting lower Laguna 
Madre with the gulf. It is not shown on the attached map because the pass was 
completed after the map was prepared. It was financed by a $2% million bond 
issue voted by Willacy County. The jetties failed to hold and the pass has 
sanded up. But the improvement has been looked upon favorably by the Gov- 
ernment and the report is that some $3 million has been recommended for ap- 
propriation and will probably be available this year. So it will not be long be- 
fore this port and harbor development will materialize and it must be taken into 
consideration in respect to future recreational use of the island. 

On May 2, 1948, this writer drove in a conventional Chevrolet pickup from 
Brazos Santiago Pass to Port Aransas along the beach and logged this 130-mile 
Stretch. When the tide is low the trip can be easily made in any kind of car. 
Otherwise a four-wheel drive vehicle is necessary to negotiate the bottomless 
deposits of small shell in the Big and Little Shell areas. 
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There now exist the Padre Island Causeway at Corpus Christi at the north 
end and the Cameron County Causeway at the south end of Port Isabel. When 
the going gets rough the cars need not go long distances away from a causeway 
and in any event could always be close enough to reach the mainland with 
little difficulty. It is only occasionally that the beach is not passable. 

The beach road is ordinarily good at usual pavement speed for the first 20 
miles, coursing south, until the shell area is reached. No doubt the difficulty 
presented by these shell deposits can be remedied. And the road is also good, 
though somewhat narrower for the next 60-odd miles to Nicaragua and from 
there on for the remaining 30 miles a little narrower. Also, since the curva- 
ture of the gulf shore here is more in line with the prevailing southeast winds, 
the last stretch is more subject to blowing sands. 

Corpus Christi inshore from the north end of Padre Island, Kingsville from 
the north-middle section, Raymondville from the south-middle section and 
Brownsville from the south end, are good examples of the climatic features. 


Ficure I 


Average Average 
Inland from| Elevation | Average annual wind 
gulf, in in feet tempera- | precipita- | velocity, 

tion in 

inches 


Corpus Christi 
Kingsville 
Raymondville 
Brownsville 


Fieure II 


Approximate water depths along Padre’s gulf shore 


[Distances from shore to 12 feet of water and 18 re a in yards; 30, 40, 50 feet, in miles or fractions 
thereo 


Location 12 feet 18 feet 30 feet 40 feet 50 feet 


Padre Island, 6 miles south Padre Island 

causeway 440 
Padre Island, off Yarborough 350 
Padre Island, off Port Mansfield 300 
Padre Island, off Arroyo; Harlingen Canal. 320 
Off mouth of Rio Grande 440 


Based on estimates from soundings on U.S. gulf coast charts. 


The island no doubt has a mineral value. If development be required it should 
not interfere in a material way with recreational usage. 

Reasonable rules and regulations could be prescribed to meet the situation as 
is done on 'the mainland. 

In the past there has been very little construction on the island. At ene time 
there was a small fishing community at the north end, also along in the seventies 
a packing plant or a “packery” as it was called. Cattle were driven from across 
the lagoon or down Mustang Island, slaughtered, and the product delivered to 
Grace Line steamers operating through Corpus Pass, for shipment to Latin 
American countries. There were also ranch headquarters improvements at 
various locations, but most all have disappeared. 

The idea of anyone building a home for a permanent residence on Padre orig- 
inated with the advent of the causeways. Several miles of the lower end of 
the island and a considerable portion of the north end have been developed by 
promoters in recent years, The construction, however, is conventional and con- 
sequently and of necessity built largely upon a calculated risk basis. 

It has been captiously remarked that a person could “see further and see less” 
along the Texas stretch of coast than anywhere else in the country. But, had 
this observer been able to see under the surface a bit he could have visualized 
what has been, by expert authority, said to be an area probably richer in natural 
resources than any other comparable one to be found anywhere. 
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The past 20 years has brought a tremendous amount of industrialization and 
increase in human population. Although hardly even partially developed, one- 
fourth of the people of Texas already live here on less than 6 percent of the 
landed area. What the next 20 years have in store for this last frontier is 
anybody’s guess. As said by one of the big insurance companies: “The future 
belongs to those who prepare for it.” 

Up to about 20 years ago there existed on Padre and also about 60 miles 
further up on the Texas coast to Matagorda, the finest surf fishing for a major 
shallow-water game fish, the red fish, or channel bass, averaging around 10 
pounds, that existed anywhere in North America, aside from the gulf shallows 
of Mexico’s northeast coast. Fluctuations that show even in the face of de- 
pressed levels account unlimited and continuous exploitation by every conceivable 
means without effective restrictions indicate that this fishery can be restored 
and maintained by protection in the gulf and Laguna Madre waters along Padre, 
and probably by limitations on the take. 

Aside from its many other advantages attributable to ocean frontage avail- 
able to the public most anywhere but found here in a more primitive state, 
Padre is most attractive for the youngsters. Nearly always the water is quiet 
enough to provide shallows for wading, bathing, playing in the sand and the like. 

The water in Laguna Madre is very shallow. The north 6 or 7 miles, mostly 
in Nueces County is, aside from artificial channels, only about 20 inches deep; 
hard sand bottom tidal delta Corpus Christi Pass. Below that the upper lagoon, 
exclusive of Baffin’s Bay, will average roughly estimated, say 3 feet with 
maximum of 7 feet in places and with a width of 3 or 4 miles. While the lower 
lagoon also has water 7 feet deep in places but will not average half that 
much, and it is considerably wider, 4 to 10 miles in Cameron County. 

In times past there have been catastrophic losses of marine life in these 
shallows account excess salinity and freezing weather. The chance of loss 
from the cold is still with us, but it seems that the Intracoastal Canal, traversing 
the area like a great river with the currents running mostly northward, has 
prevented the waters from becoming to salty for the fish to live, at least there 
has been no loss from that cause since the canal was completed to Port Isabel 
in 1950 since which time Texas has passed through what has been said to be the 
longest drought—1951-—57—in Texas history. 

Leave Padre as it is, still to an extent unspoiled by “the tyrant of the earth 
and the master of its resources” and it will answer the purpose as can no other 
coastal strip in the Nation because there is no other. This will be done in its 
own distinct manner in accordance with the ever-changing moods of its environ- 
ment, the winds, the waters, and the marine life thereof, the currents and the 
sands that keep the island growing, the sunshine and the sometimes awesome 
thunder showers, involving occasional trivial hardship, but, on the whole, enjoy- 
ment and fond memories. Many visitors will make the trip just to drive a 
hundred miles along the beach—something unprecedented—others to camp with 
plenty of space, get relief from the long, hot, dry Texas summers ‘and breathe the 
cool, balmy air off the gulf, but the main appealing attraction should be the 
universal outdoor sport of fishing. Protect Padre fish in the gulf and in 
the lagoon. The upper lagoon is already free of nets and seines, except a small 
portion in Nueces County, as is Baffin’s Bay and its environs. The lower lagoon is 
protected from nets and seines also for most months in the year. A “selective” 
fishery for black drum during winter months has been recently legalized. On 
the gulf beach the haul seines (those devices of mass destruction) which have 
been eliminated in Everglades National Park are still allowed. Protect the fish, 
and people from everywhere, and faraway places will visit Padre. 

Let there be one place in the salt waters of these United States where, in the 
name of sportsmanship and decency and in the cause of conservation and for 
the prosperity particularly of the coastal communities, the accessible and avail- 
able game animals of the sea are reserved for recreation, the embodied purpose 
of the considered plan. 

The whole setting, everything about the island, soil, water, mild climate, lack 
of tide (1 foot tide is normal) extensive area, peculiarly fascinating and unusual 
features that no other recreation resort area could have, seemingly make it 
particularly adaptable to the proposed purpose. It also appears that there are 
surprisingly few private ownerships necessary to deal with. This is the last 
chance in the United States of bringing about the combination of Hatteras, 
Everglades, and Padre, providing the major coverage of the east coast. 
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We believe that Hon. Ralph Yarborough has, in his support of this project, 
come nearer than others in the exercise of “that thought which is the peculiar 
and most precious gift of mankind” crystalized in his broad and comprehensive 
views, to us expressing the will of the majority. And in the endorsement of these 
views we join. 

The private exploitation dollar, by virtue of the on-the-ground situation in 
respect to the area involved, has no standing in opposition to its beneficial use, 
for the common good, as another “place in the sun” for all people. 

In closing this appeal for favorable consideration, and as a summation of what 
we have here tried to say, reference is made to an editorial in the Corpus Christi 
Caller, leading south Texas coastal newspaper : 

“Strong support given by Texas to the establishment of a national seashore 
area on Padre Island is but local manifestation of a nationwide concern over 
the rapid disappearance of America’s primitive past.” 

And then the editor proceeds, quoting the New York Times: 

“Yet in the decades (since Yellowstone) almost all of the great wilderness 
has disappeared, the forests have been cut, the rivers polluted, the moun- 
tains defaced, the grasses burnt, the game decimated, the long clean, white 
miles of ocean beach contaminated and exploited. This has been the sorry 
story of our country’s physical development * * * destructive of so much 
of the natural beauty and inherent recreational and spiritual values that 
belong to the American land. Now the forces of expansion and destruction 
are increasing their pressures with the spectacular speed and intensity—on 
the little that remains of untouched tranquility and natural peace in the 
open spaces of America. Only legislative action can assure the preservation 
of the best of such areas that still exist. 

“A natural wilderness system must be established by law to insure their 
permanent preservation. The legislation is prepared; we are confident 
that public sentiment is behind it.” 

Respectfully submitted. 

JOHN R. BEASLEY, Beeville, Tex. 
Dr. J. BE. Bauer, Refugio, Tex. 
Endorsements by : 
Refugio Lions Club, 
Refugio Rotary Club, 

Area Development Committee, Refugio, and County Chamber of Commerce 

of Refugio. 


REFvuGIo COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
Refugio, Tex., December 24, 1959. 
Hon. RALPH YARBOROUGH, 
Senate Chamber, Washington, D.C. 


HOonoRABLE Sir: The Refugio County Chamber of Commerce is taking this 
medium to recommend a national seashore park be established on Padre Island 
for the following reasons and conditions : 

(1) Knowing the need for more public accessibility to our ocean shores, 
a park would provide this need ; 

(2) A major portion of this island is lowlands and is subject to heavy dam- 
age by high tide and tropical storms; for these reasons it would have very 
small commercial value. 

The reasons for a park we have listed, but there are some conditions which we 
feel should go along with them and that being that the seashore area be made 
into a park, not the whole island. Leave the high portion of the island for 
private-tax paying enterprise to develop. 

Your most serious consideration be given to this project so that everyone 
may enjoy its benefits. 

Yours very truly, 

C. B. AusTIN, President. 
H. C. CARAWAY, 
Chairman of the Area Development Committee. 
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RorTary CLus OF REFUGIO, 
Refugio, Tex., December 22, 1959. 
Senator RALPH YARBOROUGH, 
Senate Chamber, Washington, D.C. 


Honorable Sir: It is a pleasure for me as president of the Rotary Club of 
Refugio to endorse your plan for the development of a national seashore area on 
Padre Island. It is the desire of our club to support this development to its 
completion. 

Our support of your plan is based on the following consideration : 

(1) The proposed site is one of the few natural beach areas in the United 
States and as such should be preserved for the benefit of all of the people 
of our country ; 

(2) It is our desire that this wonderful scenic area not be spoiled for the 
public has have similar beaches on the west coast of Florida by commercial 
ventures being built so thickly that it is impossible for the public to have 
access to the beach areas; 

(3) The development of a national seashore area will not infringe on the 
rights of present owners and developers. 

Your continued effort to bring about the proposed area is sincerely solicited. 

Very truly yours, 

ARCHIE E. BArser, President. 


Lions CLuB, 
Refugio, Tex., December 22, 1959. 
Senator RALPH YARBOROUGH, 
Senate Chamber, Washington, D.C. 


HONORABLE Sir: On behalf of the Refugio Lions Club, as its president, I am 
instructed to write you the endorsement of this organization on your plan for 
the nationalization of the seashore area on Padre Island, Tex., for the following 
reasons : 

(1) The natural setting of this island, combined with the soil, water, 
climate, and the area, makes it particularly adaptable for the purpose 
proposed ; 

(2) It is the sense of this organization that the commercial development 
of this island is not practical because of the violence of hurricanes that 
sometimes strike it, which would, if populated, bring about an inconceiv- 
able loss of properties and lives; 

(3) That insofar as we know this is the last place available along the 
Atlantic Ocean for the purpose of a national seashore recreation area, and 
it is felt that these landmarks should be preserved for the benefit and enjoy- 
ment of the people of our country. 

With very kindest regard, I remain, 

L. A. Britt, President. 
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